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INTER-ARAB AFFAIRS 


SABAH REVIEWS RESULTS OF ISLAMIC FOREIGN MINISTERS’ CONFERENCE 
Amman AL-RA'Y in Arabic 14 Jul 80 p 18 


[interview with Kuwait's Foreign Minister, Shaykh Sabah al~Ahmad, by 
Ahmad Salamah, in Amman; date not given) 


[Text] Amman (AL-RA'Y)--His Highness Shaykh Sabah al-Ahmad, Kuwait's 
Foreign Minister, said that Arab nations are urging all Islamic nations 
to sever their relations with Israel. 


In a special interview with AL-RA'Y the Kuwaiti Foreign Minister stated: 
"We shall exert pressure on the nations which have relations with the 
Zionist enemy, using all possible resources, until they sever their 
relations." 


His Highness Shaykh Sabah praised the results of the conference of foreign 
ministers from Islamic nations. 


He said: "We were hoping, however, that the decisions of the conference 
would be more comprehensive." 


His Highness Shaykh Sabah expressed his regret over the differences of 
opinion which arose at the conference among the participating delegations. 
He said: “Differences of opinion which are not in the interest of the 

Is amic world are creeping in among the Islamic delegations, but in the 
end we find ourselves in agreement on most of the matters which are sub- 
mitted." 


Shaykh Sabah praised the steadfastness of the people within the occupied 
territory and reaffirmed Kuwait's commitment to support this stead- 
fastness. He said: “We ask the people in the occupied territory to 
remain steadfast and become even more so, and on this basis we shall con- 
tinue to support the people in the occupied territory. We must increase 
this support and solidify it. We must also study how to render this 
support more effectively." 











In response to a question about selling oil to non-oil producing Arab 
nations at special prices differing from world oil prices, the Kuwaiti 
Foreign Minister said: "We are not even considering selling oil at dif- 
ferent prices to non-oil producing Arab nations, and we will not discuss 
it, because the selling price of oil is set as a world-wide decision 
through OPEC, and it is not an Arab decision." 


Shaykh Sabah continued: “However, we are in favor of the principle of 
offering assistance to the Arab nations which do not possess oil, but 
through methods other than lowering the price. There are various methods 
and many channels through which to compensate for the rising international 
price of oil. We have this trend in mind, and this subject will be dis- 
cussed at the next summit conference, which will be held this year in 
Amman." 


His Highness Shaykh Sabah denounced foreign intervention in the Gulf 
region, saying: "We denounce the offer of the concessions granted to 
the American forces by any party in the Gulf." He said that in the con- 
ference the foreign minister of Oman had announced that there are no 
concessions to the American forces in his country's laws. 


His Highness Shaykh Sabah asked the Arab community to be self-reliant in 
its struggle with Israel. He said that all of the African nations have 
promised not to renew their relations with Israel. 
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INTER-ARAB AFFAIRS 


AMERICAN FIRMS RETURN TO SYRIA, LIBYA 
London AL HAWADITH in Arabic 27 Jun 80 p 45 


/Article by Sulayman al-Farzali: ‘Taking an Important Step, American Com 
panies Return to Libya, and Syria Differentiates between Oil and Politice"/ 


/Text/ One characteristic of American oil companies is that they do not 
quickly wash their bands of any area where political winds change, even 
after they leave it. It is not important to them if a regime changes from 
capitalist to socialist or even to communist; what is important, rather, 
is that it remain in the market. Whoever remains in the market buys and 
sells, and that is the secret. 


This policy was asserted and drawn up by Armand Hammer, president of 
Occidental Petroleum Company, who had the distinction of meking the first 
great oil discovery in Libya in the early sixties and became internation- 
ally famous after that. Mr. Hammer is an American Jew who is famous for 
his liberalism toward the Scviet Union; his relations with the Soviets 
have remained warm and firm since the days of Lenin. Hammer received oil 
concessions in the Soviet Union from Lenin personally in 1919. Stalin 
lost no time in nationalizing these some years later; however, Hammer did 
not despair and when the opportunity arose again in Nixon's era, at the 
beginning of detente, he signed broad-scale economic agreements with 
Brezhnev. Indeed, he presented valuable gifts of art to Soviet museums, 
including an original painting by the artist Goya worth more than $1 mil- 
lion, in consideration of the fact that he is one of the greatest enthus 
iasts for collecting antique treasures in the world. The painting was 
placed in the Hermitage Museum in Leningrad. 


Nationalization does not concern American oil companies either, as long 
as they have an entree into purchases or participation. It is well known 
that Mexico was the first non-Communist country in the world to national- 
ize oil; that occurred in 1936. Nonetheless, American oil interests found 
a way into Mexico after a long absence. 


This is the technique American companies are following now with Arab 
countries which are more extreme in their oil policy in the traditional 

















sense, Chey have not lost hope of dealing with chem one way or another, 
Recently, some American companies concluded new exploration agreements 

with Libya and Syria although Syrian governments in the past had pro- 
hibited transactions with foreign companies which involved giving explora 
tion concessions, At the beginning of this month, the Coastal Corporation, 
whieh has its headquarters in Houston, Texas, signed an agreement with the 
Libyan government, represented by Libyan National Oil Company, to partici 
pate in oilfield exploration and development in four expensive areas in 
northeastern Libya. Performing the task is a newly established subsidiary 
by the name of Coastal Libya Exploration Ltd. The total area of the Libyan 
territories included in the agreement is about 7 million feddans, three 
fourtns of which are on Land and the remaining quarter offshore. 


The joint Libyan production shares the American company will receive for 
this range from 10 to 19 percent. The agreement stipulates that the 
American company will be in charge of seismic survey activities over an 
area of 9,400 square kilometers and that it will drill not less than i3 
exploratory wells. The exploration periods agreed upon have been set at 
5 years in the onshore areas and 6 years in the offshore areas off the 
northeastern Libyan coast. 


In the opinion of informed oil sources, it appears that the American firm 
Coastal is confident of discovering large amounts of good quality oil 
which bring to mind the glories of the great "treasure" which Occidental 
discovered, turning it into an international company. 


Those who hold this opinion do not rely on any specific information, be- 
cause that would be premature at the present time. Rather, they deduce it 
from the most important subheading in the agreement, on the production in 
vestment and participation period following exploration; this period totals 
20 years, a relatively long period in comparison with the agreements in 
effect at present. 


Syria has also started applying the same program with American companies 
specifically. The American companies which have received some new explor- 
ation work in Syrian territory are roughtly the same ones which were oper- 
ating in Libya prior to nationalization, including Marathon, U. S. Shell 
(in cooperation with Shell International Corp, known as the Royal Dutch 
group), and Coastal. A Standard Oil of California subsidiary also re- 
ceived an exploration contract at the beginning of this month calling for 
an oil search near the Iraqi border. 


It appears that the Syrian government is putting the subject of hastened 
exploration in its scale of priorities. The agreement with the abovemen- 
tioned American company (Chevron) stipulates that it will drill its first 
well within just a year from now, This was emphasized by the Syrian min- 
ister of oil and mines himself. In a special statement to the DOW JJNES 
agency, which is concerned with financial and economic affairs and tne 
activity of companies, the Syrian minister asserted that the abovementioned 








Chevron Company has received a 100 percent concession in one area and has 
entered as a partner with the Challenger Desert Oil Company registered in 
Panama in another area, 


In ics dealings with foreign companies, Syria follows the system of par: 
ticipation in production, provided that the companies defray the processes 
of financial expenditures on exploration and development. In welcoming 
the American companies, the Syrian minister of oil says, "We welcome 
American companies to our country although we may not be happy with the 
political line the American government follows. Politics do not concern 
us when the issue is related to oil!" 


Perhaps the basic reason for this new Syrian oil orientation is the fact 
that Syrian oil production started to decline 3 years ago, having reached 
its peak in 1976, when the production rate totalled 220,000 barrels a day. 
However, in spite of the decline in production, Syria's revenue from its 
oil exports last year (1979) came to about $1 billion as compared with 
$650 million the previous year. If one takes into consideration the rise 
in oil prices this year, the value of Syrian oil exports will exceed $1 
billion. 


Syria sells a large part of its oil abroad because it cannot refine it all 
in its refineries. It is of a heavy grade which the Hums refinery cannot 
accommodate. Therefore it is blended with additional volumes which Syria 
purchases from Iraq, since the abovementioned refinery is baegically de- 
signed to refine Iraqi oil which came from Iraq Petroleum Company (IPC) 
before it was na! ‘onalized in 1972. The Syrian government is now building 
a new refinery in the port of Baniyas on the Mediterranean and construction 
of it will be completed in 6 months. Thus refining capacity in Syria will 
total 220,000 barrels per day, meaning that exports of Syrian oil abroad 
will drop unless new fields are discovered soon. Perhaps this was the 
reason which imposed haste on the Chevron company. 


Although Syrian oil production has dropped to about 180,000 barrels a day, 
according to last year's production rates, Syrian officials are optimistic 
that there is more oil in their territory. The Syrian oil minister ex- 
pressed this by saying "We are confident that there are very large amounts 
of oil within our borders." Even if production rates in Syria remain at 
their current levels, according to the minister's estimates, there is 
enough to sustain these rates for 40 years; that is, proved reserves are 
estimated at about 2.5 billion barrels. Also, proved gas reserves are 
estimated at about 700 million cubic feet, and estimates indicate that the 
quantities which might be produced greatly exceed this figure. 


The significance of this trend lies in the fact that it is occurring dur- 
ing changing circumstances. While it is the United States of America 
which called for the separation of politics and economic matters, it has 








starced using economic means as a political weapon following the [Iranian 
crisis and the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan, while the Arab countries, 
which had called for the use of oil and money as a political weapon, have 
started now calling for the separation of politics and economics! 
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INTER-ARAB AFFAIRS 


ARAB HEALTH MINISTERS DISCUSS MEDICAL SUPPORT POR OCCUPIED PALESTINE 


Amman AL-RA'Y in Arabic 14 Jul 60 p 18 


[Article by Malmud Qaeeam: “Qatar Minieter of Health to AL-RA'Y: ‘We 
Diecuseed Health Gonditione in the Occupied Territory and Medical Support 
fo. Libya in the Event it is Subjected to aggression. '") 


[Text ) Amman (AL-RA'Y)<-Mr Khalid Muhammad al-Mani', Qatar minister of 
health and head of the Qatar delegation to the meetings of the health 
ministers of the eastern ‘editerranean region and to the y con- 
ference of Arab health mivieters, said that supporting and helping the 
Palestinian people in occ spied Arab territory is a collective Arab re- 
esponsibility and an ethnic duty which no Arab can shirk under any cir- 
cumstances. 





In an interview with AL-RA'Y he added: "We shall endeavor to provide 
medical services and treatment to the Palestinians, using all available 
resources. The obligation to help them is a trust which is laid upon all 
Arabs. 


Concerning the emergency conference of Arab health ministers, Mr al-Mani' 
eaid: “Our concern in thie meeting is to discuss the health situation in 
the occupied areas and to determine methods of offering support and de- 
veloping medical and health services in these areas." 


Mr al-Mani’ eaid that « decision was made to form a committee for this 
purpose, composed of Jordan, the Palestine Liberation Organization [PLO] 
and the professional associations in the occupied territory, to determine 
the health and medical needs of the West Bank and the Gaza Strip. Their 
findings would be passed on to the next council of Arab health ministers 
for diecuesion as to how to meet these needs. 


Mr al-Mani’ added that it was decided to ask the Arab governments to give 
medical and health support to the Eritrean revolution, Somalia and 
Djibouti. It wae aleo decided to form a committee to give medical 


relief to the Arabe in Libya if the Egyptian regime undertakes ag- 
gression against them, 


He said that the Minietry of Health in Qatar dispatched a high level 
delegation to Jordan to discuss methods of cooperation and coordination in 
various health and medical fields, Out of thie visit came a discussion 
of the areas of training which may be offered by the ministry of health 
in Jordan to the health workforce in Qatar, especially in the field of 
nursing. 
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INTER-ARAB AFFAIRS 


EXPELLED MAYOR DESCRIBES WEST BANK SITUATION 
Kuwait AL-WATAN in Arabic 13 Jun 60 p 17 


/Acticle by Kazim 'Uwayd: "The mayor of Halbul to AL-WATAN: Arab O11 Is 
Building the Enemy's Settlements" 


/Text/ In the uprising underway now in the occupied territories, especi- 
ally on the West Bank, our brother Muhammad Milhim, mayor of Halhul, die- 
tinguishes two parallel lines: «a vicious campaign of oppression, terror 
and force which ie met by a violent explosion that he predicte will de- 
velop, the more the pressure and compulsion the occupying authorities ex- 
ert increases. 


Our brother Milhim, who was banished to Lebanon a few days ago with our 
brothers Fahd al-Qawasimeh, mayor of Hebron, and Shaykh Rajab al-Tamiai, 
the Islamic law judge of Hebron, observes that the Zionist enemy's repres- 
sive, unjust practices increased after the Camp David agreements which conr- 
tein the autonomy paper were announced, that the settlement policy eseumed 
@ serious, aggravating form and that the military authorities’ confronte- 
tion of the resistance movement in the occupied territory increased in 
violence. 


Our brother Milhim explained to AL-WATAN the circumstances of the forme- 
tion of the “National Guidance” committee and ite sotives and causes. He 
said, “The banishment of some mwembers of thie committee will not influence 
the determined uprising in the occupied territories. There are replace- 
mente for them in every village, every town and every section." 


A Constant Struggle 


Our brother Milhim's discussion with AL-WATAN began with the shedding of 
comprehensive Light on the current situation in the occupied territory. 

He said, “It does not need to be stated that any people faced with occupa- 
tion, living under it for dozens of years, as is the case with our people, 
will start to struggle the moment the occupation begins. The struggle of 
the Palestinian people did not begin, and the determined uprising did not 
begin, in 1967, after al-Sadat's step, or the declaration of the Camp David 














agreements, Hather, the hietory of the Palestinian people hae consieted 

of a series of struggles which began when che feet of the colontaliet 
strode upon the land of Palestine, These struggles differed in strength 
and weakness, but they never stopped, because their absence would mean the 
absence of the people and as long a6 the people existed the struggle ex- 
listed, However, the challenge would (tatensify or weaken in accordance with 
the solutions and projects it was intended to impose by coercive means, as 
ie the case today with the autonomy plan which meane consecrating the oc- 
cupation and imparting Legitimacy and permanence to it. 


"It ie# no secret to anyone that the Zionist occupation is viler than the 
Nasi one, since, when the Nazi occupation epread east and west over Europe, 
it wae aimed at changing the political and economic systems in those count~ 
ries and not at expelling a people from their territory to put another 
people in their place, as ie the case with the Palestinian cause and the 
Zionist occupation, The latter is not an occupation of @ country by an 
army to achieve political and economic objectives but the uprooting of « 
people from their territory and the substitution of these people, in ac- 
cordance with the allegation which holds that Palestine ie the lend of 
"Ierael,' an allegation on the basis of which the Zioniete raised their 
generations and with which they brainwashed the Jewieh immigrants to 
Palestine from all areas of the world. 


Laughing in One's Beards 


"At this point the Palestinian people found themselves faced with a nation 
of people alien to the Arab area who wanted to throw them into the desert 
and take their place. Autonomy is nothing but « means for leaugh‘ng in 
one's beards so that the world will imagine that the Palestinian people 
have obtained everything, and thus their right to determine their destiny 
will become the subjecc of debate and doubt. The ‘autonomy’ proposed in 
the second Camp David agreement, besides being given to the minorities in 
the countries and not to the people whose rights were usurped, entails 
sanctifying the occupation, and proof of that is revealed by the agreemente 
and the discussions underway now regarding autonomy. ‘Iereel' adheres to 
the principle of continued Zionist militery presence on the West Bank and 
the Gaze Strip and is able to impose thie in the face of al-Sedat's capit- 
ulation and Carter's connivance. In addition, the enemy is continuing to 
dominate sources of water and electric power and thinks that through ite 
control of these vital facilities it can control and paralyze people. in 
the enemy's opinion, as long as natural resources are in the hands of the 
occupier, ic will be easy to control the people uncil a time comes when 
the Latter will find themselves in « vacuum." 


From this premise, the Palestinian people are escalating their struggles 
on the occupied territories in «a manner which is unique; one cannot com- 
pare ic with any other type of struggle.” 


iJ 

















Two Parallel Lines 


Our brother Milhim continued, “The likes of the pictures which our people, 
with all theie groupe, ere drawing, has rarely been recorded in history. 
Conversely, rarely have people endured what our people ere enduring through 
the prectices of repression end terror, especially eince the Camp David 
agreements, to the point where you can see two parallel lines~-vicious at- 
tack and terrible repression and « popular violent outbreak parallel to 
thie atteck and thie repression. The etronger the pressure, the sore 
destructive the explosion." 


/Question/ Could you give use concrete examples of thie? 


/Anever/ You put your car in front of your home and wake up in the sorn- 
ing to find that someone has broken into it. Ganges break into houses and 
take property and jewelry. Students are arrested in schools, on the 

streets and in houses of taken from examination rooms to deprive them of 
yeare of study. Farmers are prevented from spraying their fields, as is 


now happening in Hebron, and as happened in Halhul previously. 


For exemple, in 1979 they imposed « curfew at a time which prevented farw- 
ere from cultivating their fields. Their aie in that was to prompt peas- 
ante to emigrate. This is in addition to the asasures detained persons 
are exposed to, whose aia is to cause pseychologicel and corporel pain. 
Take « concrete exemple of thie: on Friday, before my banishment occurred, 
there came to my office in the qunicipality of Halhul the mother of « 
prisoner from Askelon. She informed we that the prisoners were living in 
a despicable state. They were not eating as they should, there was no 
medical care for them, and the space allotted to the prisoners was not big 
enough for them to etretch owt their feet when they slept. She asked as 
to do something. The woman is well known and her home is well known. The 
name of her son who is imprisoned in Askelon prison is vell known. On the 
same day, the relatives of the Beersheba prisoners came on a visit to me 
Only a short time after they went to the Beersheba prison they returned 
the same truck they hed taken, eteting thet firet eid vehicles vere 
injured prisoners from prison end carrying them to e oumber of unknown 
places. 


The Evolution of Terror 


He went on to say, “Many of our detainees have now been turned into sadaen 
and they have put them in mental inecitutions. Many people who have gone 
to prison went to their graves as « result of brutel torture, and many of 
them are paralyzed or deformed. To that I can add 

thousands, of houses have been blown up, and hundreds of thousands of 
donums have been confiscated. They are private property, not common lends, 
and thus these practices have been engendered, and the flame of the fire 
of the resistance has increased. The c the date of app of 
autonomy comes, the more the violence increases. 
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"AC the beginning they coped with demonstrations by firing in the air or 
setting off Coar gas canietere and arresting the demonstrators, then let 
them go, Now, however, the oceupation authorities are shooting to kill, 
They killed « etudent in ‘Anabte about 2 weeks ago, and in the sam period 
they killed two etudente in Halhul (@ male and « female student). They 
aleo killed in Jerusalem, killed in Hebron and every village and town, 
aiming, through thie, to spread terror in people's epirite so that even if 
the hour to apply autonomy comes, in the manner they want, the people will 
have surrendered. 


Erroneous Calculations 


"There calculations are erroneous. Take for example the policy of banieh- 
ment which they have been practicing since 19 '. That has only inflamed 
further resistance. Thousande of people were banished 10 years ago and 
here we are being banished because ve reject the occupation and ite prac. 
tices, Another example of the development of means of terror following 
Camp David! The occupation authorities were sentencing students who threw 
rocke at leraeli care and broke their windows with « fine equivalent to 
300 Lebanese pounds, but now they sentence them to } years in prison and « 
fine of 2,500 Lebanese pounds for the same charge. Why thie escalation in 
practices of killing, oppression, fines and iaprisonment’? The anewer is 
that they want to tyrannize these people until they surrender, and the 
hour for the application of autonomy will not come until their breathe are 
etilled, 


The Committee of National Guidance 


/Questton/ Is the current uprising the offepring of an explosion of 
conscience or is it based on preparation and organization’ 


/Anever/ Our people in the occupied territory have no choice but to or 
genize cheir ranks well. Some people are in secret organizations and oth- 
ere are in open ones, such as the gunicipel organizations and Committees 
of National Guidance spread out in every town and village. It is these 
committees which enlighten the people and mobilize their powers. The sic- 
vation has brought them to the point where they call for l-hour or haif 
hour strikes and the etrikes occur at « specific time, not one minute early 
or late. They call the masses to sit-downs or meetings and apply then- 
selves in «4 manner which underlines the extent of the order, discipline 
and coordination among people. To that I might add that the occupied 
Palestinians resist spontaneously by nature and if they do not find a body 
to organize them (let we be realistic) they will orgenize themselves. As 
an example of that, there ie thie occurrence: some young people in the 
town of Salwan felt, as the mayor informed me, that there was « citizen 
from the town who insisted on working in the nearby settlement, alone 
among all the people in the town. He was the only Arab who was working, 
and though the young men did not follow any Palestinian organization, mil- 
itary or political, they organized themselves and managed to make an 
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eutomatic weapon, which they fired at him with. Therefore the ways of re- 
sisting and rising up come from coordination and organization, but, if 
they do not take the form | mentioned, they are spontaneous and lead to 
the desired resulte. 


/Question/ What are the motives and reasons for forming National Guidance 
Commi t tees? 


/Anewer/ The National Guidance Committee started in the following manner: 
when the Camp David meeting was held and the autonomy paper arose from 
that,populer meetings were held in all the occupied territories and etate- 
ments iseved forth from them rejecting the paper, ineisting on the principle 
that the Palestine Liberation Organization was the sole legitimate repre- 
sentative of the Palestinian people end insisting on the principle of the 
right to seelf-determination and establishment of an independent Palestinian 
state on Palestinian territory. The masses and national orgenizetions de- 
cided to form a followup committee pursuant to the iaplementation of these 
resolutions, and the National Guidance Committee which our people domestic- 
ally had in @ind represents the national organizations and personalities in 
the closest manner to a democratic one and has roote in every town and vil- 
lage. Ae 1 mentioned, this committee has succeeded in embodying the nation- 
al resolutions and is still exercising ite activities. Although some of 
ite members have been banished, replacements for them exist, and although 
all the members of the Centrel National Guidance Committee have been ban- 
ished there are committees in every district, every village and every town, 
and the enemy can only banish the National Guidance Committee by banishing 
ell che people in the occupied territories. 


Look for Arabhood in Galilee 


/Question/ Is there an extension of the National Guidance Committee in 
the homeland occupied in 1948? 


/Anever] The National Guidance Committee has been formed in the West Bank 
and the Gaze Strip, because it is intended that the autonomy be applied 
there. The struggles of the Arabe of 1948 have their other particuler 
forms, such as Territory Day, Prisoner's Day and Right to Self-Determina- 
tion Day, and they heve their occasions and contexts in accordance with 
which they function. Although their circumstances differ from ours, their 
goal does not. 





/Question/ What is che method in which the Arabs of 1948 have moved-- 
forms of this movement, for example? 


/Anewer/ I would like to tell you something which I want the Arab nation 
to hear. Thet is that if you are seeking genuine Arab nationalism or Arab- 
hood, true Islam, or true nationaliem, go to Gal/lee. Thirty-two years of 
the oceupeation geve it the aid of national sympa.chy before that became 
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crystallized in any other people, and it gave them a fighting expertise of 
the same sort. Thies type of exparcise has in turn provided organizational 
expertise and forms which are more developed than those in the West Bank 
and the Gaza Scrip. 


/Question/ What is the degree of influence of the people which the enemy 
and al-Sadat want to offer up as alternatives to the Palestine Liberation 
Organization in the course of matters, and how do the Palestinian people 
domestically deal with them’? 


/Anewer/ It is natural that Ierael should try to create alternatives to 
the Palestine Liberation Organization, and it has actually done so, by 
various means. However, these attempts ended in failure, as is well known, 
and our people isolated these individuals, who can be counted on one's 
fingers--to the point where if a municipal or village election, or any rep- 
resentational election, takes place, these people will not get their child- 
ren's votes. Since they are a minority with no representational character, 
we are not concerned to think about them. We do not take them into account, 
now that our great people have settled their question. They have come to 
seem like the scum of a people, and, although every people have scum, our 
people are distinguished from others by a scum consisting of a few individ- 
uals of no consequence and I can assure you and assure the Arab citizen 
that this group has absolutely no influence whatsoever on our people's 
struggle. 


Sympathetic Jews 


/Question/ The Jewish groups which sympathize with che rights of the 
Palestinian people or oppose the policy of settlement and terror, whether 
inside or outeide the Zionist Knesset--what extent do the Rakah Party or 
the Peace Now movement, for instance, depend on these groups? 


/Amewer/ At the beginning I can state most concisely that Jews have lived 
side by side with the Arab people, Moslems and Christians, for many cen- 
turies, in Iraq and Egypt, in Syria, in Lebanon and Palestine, until for- 
eign interests and designs came to conscript the Jews and they became their 
instrument. At that point the picture changed, although we stress that 
people are one thing and governments are something else. The Zionist oc- 
cupation came to Palestine, Israeli governments succeeded one another, and 
the goal vas always the same, to serve monopoly-imperialist Zionism, thus 
mobilizing the Jews to attain their goals and aspirations. However, some 
Jews realized that they had gone astray and others realized that the 
Palestinian people had been dealt an injustice. These people became ac- 
tive trying to correct matters and called for the Palestinian people's 
right to determine their destiny and also for coexistence. However, from 
out point of view we feel that any citizen, people or body which realizes 
the prime righteousness of our struggle and the legitimacy of our goals is 
tantamount to a force for right which is added to our strength, and we 
need people who will interact and respond with us. 
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Arab Regimes and Settlement! 


/Question/ Is there a difference in the main parties and blocs in the 
Zionist entity between the program of the ruling Likud coalition and the 
opposition Labor Party as regards the situation in the occupied territor- 
ies, especially the situation of settlement in the West Bank? 


/Answer/ Settlement is the cancer which works into and saps the Palestin- 
fan body. The settlement policy began with a strategic nature at the out- 
set in the areas then assumed other dimensions as they incorporated private 
lands, then developed more serious dimensions when they incorporated long, 
broad lines aimed at breaking the West Bank down into squares and rectangles 
through which the enemy had the aim of giving the world to imagine that oc- 
cupied Palestinian territories were not the ingredients of a state and that 
the settlers were an instrument of a repression which had the law in its 
hand, through which it exercised its terror and repression everywhere. I 
would like to draw your attention to one angle in this matter, and that is 
that what is stated on the ‘'Gush Emonim’ or ‘Kahane,’ to the effect that 
they are extremists and are the only group in Israel trying to gobble up 
land, is absolutely untrue. Settlement is a Zionist policy which the Likud 
and the Labor Party are agreed over, and though they differ on form and 
means the sole aim is as I have explained. 


Let us ask: Who is giving the 'Gush Bmonim' money to build the settlements? 
The answer: the Zionist government. 

/Question/ Where does the Zioniet government get the money from? 

/Answer/ It gets it from America. 

/Question/ Where does America get the money from? 

/Answer/ From Arab oil revenues! 

Thus Arab oil has a hand in the settlement policy. 

The Effect of the Lut Operation 

/Question/ What has been the effect of the triumph of revolutions in the 


world on Arab compatriots in the occupied territories, from the stand- 
points of conscience and morale? 


/Answer/ There is no doubt that they have had an obvious effect. The 
triumph in Nicaragua has constituted a positive incentive among the 
Palestinian masses in the occupied territories, as is the case with the 
Iranian victory. It was confirmed that when the American planes burned 
up in the Lut Desert in Iran, the Zionists’ oppression of us increased as 











a result of their excitability, because a great ally of theirs had become 
bogged down in the mud and che ally etruck the aide--cthat is, they became 
weak and the weaker a person feels the more he acts as if he were a lion, 
albeit a cardboard one, as our masses realize. 


Support for the Upheaval 


/Question/ How can Arab forces help to support and advance the upheaval 
which te taking place in the occupied territorics! 


/Answer/ Our masses are exposed to a vile tyranny and today they need 
Arab support more than at any other time in the past. The Palestinians 
abroad and the Arabs are the most appropriate people to provide this sup- 
port, and, though the Palestinians know how to support their people's 
struggle, the Arabs also know. 
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INTER=ARAB AFFAIRS 


QADDURL DISCUSSES ISSUES OF ARAB ECONOMIC UNITY 
Jordan AL=-RA'Y in Arabic 2 Jul 80 p 13 


[interview with Dr Fakhri Qadduri, secretary general of Council for Arab 
Economic Unity, by Salim al-Ma'ani; date and place not given] 


[Text] The 35th session of the Council for Arab 
Economic Unity is being held today in Amman. 
Twelve Arab countries are participating. The 
council plays an important role in the economies 
of Arab countries. Thus, many relevant questions 
arise regarding its activity. For this reason it 
was imperative to meet with Dr Fakhri Qadduri, the 
secretary general of the council. 


[Question] Are there obstacles which hamper Arab economic unity? What 
are these obstacles and how is it possible to overcome them? 


[Answer] Economic unity among the Arab countries is an absolute necessity, 
because it can give expression to the unity of the Arab nation, and the 
bonds between the various parts of the Arab homeland. Economic unity is 
beneficial to all parts of the Arab world. Through such unity, the Arab 
countries can--as a collective body--overcome all dangers that surround 

the Arab nation. They are also kept abreast of world progress through 

the formation of regional economic bodies for the realization of economic, 
social and strategic objectives. 


The bonds that unite the Arab countries are stronger than those between 
other countries that have formed regional associations. But we cannot 
say that there are no difficulties and problems in our way. Neverthe- 
less, we are on the road of materializing Arab economic unity. 


Our difficulties and problems do not touch the essential objective-- 
that of the necessity of realizing Arab economic unity through united 
Arab endeavour. The lOth session of the council confirmed these conclu- 
sions. 
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Other unified regional bodies in the world face difficulties and prob- 
lems. It may be that the problems and the difficulties that affect the 
course of Arab economic unity are of a particular nature, It is neces- 
sary to work hard to overcome these. We believe that expediting steps 
to realize Arab economic unity depends on two basic factors: 


lL. The need for greater concern on the part of Arab countries to coope- 
rate in the economic domain. 


2. Greater unified action in the political field to facilitate unified 
work in the economic domain. 


[Question] To what extent is Arab economy independent, and what are the 
effects of the different economic systems prevailing in the Arab world? 


[Answer] One of the objectives of unified economic work is to eliminate 
the dependence of the Arab economy on the world economy in the areas of 
commerce, food production, industry and technology. What the Arab coun- 
tries import from each other still does not constitute more than 10 per- 
cent of all of their world imports. The Arab balance of trade in the 
area of food production is greatly impaired. Arab countries still depend 
primarily on imports from other countries, and this is also true as re- 
gards technological products. 


Overcoming these serious negative aspects requires strengthening economic 
unity among the Arab countries, and utilizing their material and human 
potential for the purpose of realizing Arab economic independence. Such 
economic independence would create its own potentials for continuing 
development, strength and protection. 


As to the different economic systems in various Arab countries, this is 
no doubt one of the factors which hamper progress toward economic inde- 
pendence. Nevertheless, we still have a lot in common to further unified 
economic endeavors and overcome many of the effects of diverse economic 
systems, 


[Question] What are the most serious obstacles that face the Arab 
economy? 


[Answer] These are fragmentation, underdevelopment and military occupa- 
tion. We believe that promoting joint Arab action in all spheres towards 
Arab unity, particularly “economic unity," is the secure way to combat 
these obstacles which each individual Arab country finds difficult to 
eliminate. 


[Question] What are the effects of Egypt's withdrawal from joint economic 
effort and of the "Camp David" agreements on the Arab economy? 
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[Answer] There is no doubt that the effects are clear in all aspects of 
joint Arab endeavors. This includes the economic aspect as well. The 
Egyptian nation has immense potential, human and material, which we all 
want to see in the service of the national interest of the Arabs. We 
take it for granted that the Egyptian nation is part of the Arab nation 
and that Egyptian Land is part of the Arab fatherland, 


[Question] What is the extent of Arab economic support for the Arab coun- 
tries facing Israel? 


[Answer] This issue was taken up at the Arab summit meetings. The con- 
tinuation and sustenance of this support is a very important matter in 
the Life of the Arab nation as a whole, 


[Question] What are the achievements that have been realized by the 
Council for Economic Unity? 


[Answer] The most important achievements are those of establishing the 
four cooperative Arab firms, the specialized unions which are now 13 in 
number, and the conclusion of nearly 10 collective agreements in the 

areas of investment, manpower, transportation, taxation, and social secur- 
ity. In addition to these, steps have been taken to effect uniformity in 
educational legislation, concepts and terminology, and extending technical 
assistance to less developed Arab countries on an annual basis. The 
Council is also preparing a working plan for national development, draft- 
ing legislation that would govern joint Arab firms, and preparing road 
maps that would include railway tracks running across Arab countries. 

The secretariate general of the council will next take up other issues 
concerning transportation by cooperating with other Arab organizations, 
particularly those involved in air and marine transportation. 


As revards the mining industry, the Council for Economic Unity has 
created the Arab Mining Corporation whose headquarters are in Amman. 
Since its inception, this firm has taken part in efforts to establish 
branches in other Arab countries for the purpose of developing industries 
related to mining. There also exists a joint program between some Arab 
organizations to develop iron and steel industries, create new Arab co- 
operative firms that would develop this sector, and consolidate comple- 
mentary links among the Arab countries. 


As regards agriculture, the creation of the Arab Corporation for the De- 
velopment of Animal Resources has been completed. This firm is now par- 
ticipating in efforts for the establishment of subsidiary companies in a 
number of Arab countries. The secretariate general is cooperating with 
the Arab organizations concerned on implemenration of an Arab food insur- 
ance plan. It is also extending support to Arab cooperative firms for 
the development of this sector. 
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[Question| Do you have a plan for a uniform method of trading with the 
various nations of the world considering they have different economic 
systems? 


[Answer] The drawing of a general policy as regards economic relations 
between the Arab countries and the countries of the world is one of the 
issues defined by the LOth Arab Summit Conference held in Tunis, It was 
agreed that this issue would be discussed at the llth Arab Summit Confer- 
ence scheduled to be held in Amman this coming autumn, The secretariat 
general has come up with ideas on this subject and these will be presented 
at the next session of the Council for Arab Economic Unity. The secre- 
tariat general's ideas regarding economic relations between the Arab 
countries and other countries are based on three points: 


First: The necessity of establishing a unified Arab policy; second, 
establishing a common office which will consider the strategies of action 
with respect to cooperative Arab economic endeavors; and third, promoting 
the realization of the highest national interests by strengthening the 
foundations of mutual benefits. 


[Question] What facilities has Jordan offered the Council for Arab Eco- 
nomic Unity, considering that Amman is the headquarters of the Council? 


|Answer} Jordan is one of the founding states of the Council for Arab 
Economic Unity and of the Arab Common Market. It has and continues to 
play a great active and positive role in supporting the council and its 
resolutions. When the decision was made last year to transfer the coun- 
cil's headquarters from Cairo to Amman, Jordan offered all possible 
facilities and all the support needed. That was one of the f .ctors which 
enabled the council to overcome many difficulties and problems that 
accompanied this move. 


[Question] What are the most important issues which the Arab ministers 
of finance will discuss at the next conference in Amnan? 


[Answer] One could say that the following are the most important of 
these issues: The study prepared by the secretariate general regarding 
implementation of the economic resolutions adopted at the 10th summit 
conference. It is hoped that the council will consider this study in 
preparation for submitting it to the conference of Arab foreign and 
finance ministers to be held on the sixth of next month. 


There are also the issues of: Creation of a United Arab Press as an 
Arab common project; approval of the land routes and railroad networks 
running across Arab countries; creation of an Arab economic arbitration; 
and approval of principles that govern Arab common projects. 


[Ouestion] What about the Arab Common Market? 
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lAmewer) te still has five Arab countries as members, One of these 

is Faypt which has suspended ite membership, The Lifting of taxes and 
custom fees for nations! products traded was completed in 1971, The 
counell passed resolutions during ite last three sessions aiming at 
strengthening the Arab Common Market, enlarging its membership, and 
overcoming ite probleme through a high-level committee including deputy 
minietere of the member countries, We believe that in spite of diffi- 
culties and problems, establishing the Arab Common Market was a basic 
pan-Arab etep towarde unifying the economies of the Arab nations. This 
has been confirmed at all Arab economic conferences, both official and 
professional. 
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GOVERNMENT EYES STRINGENT REPORM MEAS URES 


Purge of Counterrevolutionaries From Ministries 
Tehran JOMHMURI-YE ESLAMI in Persian 30 Jun 80 p 14 


/Text/ You have read the first part of the discussion with members of 

the joint operations staff of the army of guards and the army in Kordestan. 
Today another part of this conversation ie being presented for your review. 
It is necessary to point out that a joint staff was drawn up in the capital 
of Kordestan and branches were also opened in other towns, for the sake of 
operat (onal coordination between the army of guards and the army; so far, 
according to statements by officials, they have by now also achieved good 
results. Two people from the army and one person from the army of revolu- 
tionary guards took part together in this conversation, and both parties 
responded to questions. 


/Question/ Please state the military forces’ condition in the purges and 
means for Liberating the towns. 


The army of guards: in light of the condition they were in before the 
government took the decision to make a purge, the role of the military 
forces was such that the armed forces attracted a group of uninformed 
people who were prepared to attack. In this manner, they attacked the 
garrisons. This attack on the garrisons was a practical declaration of 
war. Well, only the armed forces could stand up to this movement and act, 
and they did act. The only solution for towns like Baneh, Seqqez, Marivan, 
Divandarreh and Sananda) was a military one, and a purge was made by the 
army and the army of guards. 


/Question/ Could you give a further explanation on the status of these 
towns, as far as is possible’ 


Acmy of guards: In the midst of the fear and terror which had been cast 
into their hearts the Moslem people of Baneh, who had been expelled from 
the town, and the rest, too, came and attacked the garrison several times. 
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in the last attack, (ne daneh garrison was surrounded about 40 days and 
soldieve and military personnel could not even move inside the garrison 
during the day since people shot at them from above, Aiter 40 days, 
through constant clashes and fighting day and night, they succeeded in 
breaking the siege and the people who were armed were arrested, fled the 
town, or were killed in the fighting between the two parties, 


Ae for Saqqee, the situation was aleo the same; of course the fighting was 
not a8 intense in Saqqesz as it was in Baneh but their mode of action was 
the same as in Baneh, and they attacked the garrison several times, Later, 
thac place was also purged by the army and the guards. 


The town of Marivan .# not yet under the full control of the army. Most 

of the heights to the north and east of the town are under army control 
while some of the souchern and western heights and traffic in the town 

are controlled by armed groups, In Sardasht, the situation ie calm, at 

the present Lime there is no fighting, and the army dominates the situation, 
The only town where che counterrevolution is largely active at the present 
time is Bukan., Mahabad aleo is roughly a center of political activity, 
since the people of Mahabad have expressly declared to the political groups 
"If one rifle shot is fired we will show a reaction.” The groups have 
reached the conclusion that the town of Mahabad should just be a center 

for political activities. 


/Question/ What is the people's request on the construction of the 
province? 


Army of guards: Regarding the construction of the province, it is the 
people's request that the Losses incurred in homes as a result of skirm- 
ishes should be repaired after a statistical survey, after it is deter- 
mined that their owners really did not take part in the skirmishes and 
that their losses should be paid for. 


As for the activities of departments, one must state that these have not 
been purged. Unfortunately I must still suggest that although ministers 
mostly have seen the circumstances from up close they have not taken the 
practical steps they could and should have or, even if they have, the ac- 
tivities which were necessary have not been taken, in view of the fact that 
the province is rather Large and the departments are excessively contam- 
inated. The holy war of reconstruction was not able to prepare the equip- 
ment they wanted to carry it out since there was some insecurity in the 
roads, of course celatively speaking. Of course people have come here and 
are in the process of investigating, a series of buildings has been started, 
and they have repaired some of the damaged houses, and one of their basic 
jobs has been to get communications with remote towns going. 





In view of the media vacuum--I suggested the radio and television ought to 
have been started up on a broad scale--the capital's radio and television 
unfortunately have done nothing in the media and now the people who are 
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active in the radio and television in Sananda) are the army and guard 
brothers who control the sensitive areas or are producing programs, 60 
what role do the capital's radio and television have here? For example, 
they have not sent four or five people to come here and do programming 
and prepare programs which they will provide for the people. At the pres- 
ent time mosc of the radio and television personnel eithere are not there 
or are mostly unemployed there. 


If you come and act decisively and purge all those who have no work and 
cut off their wages and they quit their jobs, what job will they be doing 
in the capital radio and television? One must use them as officials. 
Meanwhile another expectation which the people here have of the government 
is to try in its decisionmaking to consult directly with people who are 
direct!y involved in the events here, 


That is, in their opinion they should make the decisions and there should 
be no other discussions of any kind. Definitely, so far action has been 
taken and we will also continue the rest of the way. If there is any 
work they want to carry out, they should get in touch with people in charge 
of matters here. 


Didn't We Also Have a Committee of Ill Will? 


/Question/ What expectation do they have of the government in the stage 
of political decision-making’ 


Army of guards: Our expectation of the government in decisionmaking re- 
garding the matter of discussions or accommodation is that all in all the 
actual personnel in the previous committee presented some problems. One 
is whether the Islamic revolution had ill will toward a people, a group, 

a torn or a band, so that the people should have concluded that they should 
send a good will committee at that time. Another is that they should ac 
tually seek the views of the Moslem people, just om account of the fact 
that the name of this revolution is Islamic. The people in this town 
should answer whether that freedom which they were talking about and that 
democraticness /sic/ which they were talking about during that period when 
they really were in control of the town and no one in the security or gov- 
ernment forces had the right to show their presence--that freedom which 
they say they have given to the Moslem people--1 myself who was recently 
in Baneh entered that town after the purge and the only Moslem group which 
was in that town was the Mojahedin movement which had set up a book display 
there to late mid May, that is, from 15 to 19 May. The Mojahedin-e Khalq 
organization in Baneh set up this book display, engaged in activities and 
even held classes every day; except for that group there was no organiza- 
tion by the name of an Islamic association organization or an Islamic 
society, and they did not even allow people to give the Friday prayer. 
They did not allow people to give group prayers and they completely out- 
lawed the expression of opinions on Islamic subjects. 
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Now uf course how the Mojahedin organisation was active there during that 
period is @ question they themselves must answer, 


/Question/ What Le the statue of the armed counterrevolutionary groupe 
in terms of forces and equipment’ 


Army: From the standpoint of equipment, especially after the army of 
guards and the army took over the region, the etatus of the military equip- 
ment of the armed groups ie at a very low level; this equipment is obtained 
only via the border, which has not yet been completely sealed off but is 
on the verge of being so. All in all, until the army and the army of 
guards close the border off completely, thie influx of equipment from the 
west will naturally inevitably take place, 


/Question/ That is, the government of Iraq, precisely, pute it at their 
disposal?’ 


Army: Naturally since the arms which have been acquired there are not 
just arme which had been stolen from the gendarmerie or previously from 
the army but rather are new arms and are very up to date from the stand- 
point of type, it is obvious that they are made available to these armed 
groups by other countries and most of these arms can be placed at their 
disposal only via the Iraqi border. 


/Question/ The weapons are mostly manufactured in what country? 


Army: These weapons are manufactured in Israel, they are manufactured in 
Russia and even in some cases military equipment and accessories are seen 
which it is not determined basically what country they belong to but which 
probably are Czechoslovakia or Hungary. 


/Question/ Is it true that arms also reach the counterrevolutionaries by 
air near Bukan’? 


Army of guards: Probably so, since those arms which we were able to obtain 
while fleeing were a large number of items of military equipment from 
China; these were photographed and sent to the radio and television. There 
was a shell from Egypt. Naturally those could not come from the border-- 
rather, they cercainly came from air and that was done in their own areas. 
People have spotted suspicious flights mostly through that Bukan garrison 
and on some occasions even chose were prevented. 


The army of guards official, in response to the same question, said: The 
status of the political groups, from the standpoint of forces since their 
organization was based on a series of deceptions--that is, they came and 
announced themselves, and if a guard did come, what could he do’ If the 
army came, what could it do? Or the central government~--what could it do’ 
After we had taken over the towns to some extent and revealed ourselves to 
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the people in practice, the people were totally stupefied as to why the 
guard who they said would cut off their ears if he came didn't in fact 
eut off thele ears, Even in some purges women said, why aren't you com- 
mitting atrocities, since they had made this bad propaganda’ 


Cali for Purge of Poreign Ministry 
Tehran BAMDAD in Persian 5 Jul 80 p 12 


Following the publication of the declaration by the Islamic Society of the 
Mintecry of Foreign Affaire of Lran, thie ministry, in publishing a declar- 
ation on this society and on the statue of the Foreign Minietry, has made 
some clarifications, The text of the declaration by the Ministry of Por- 
eign Affaire of the Ielamic Republic of Iran te as follows; 


In conjunction with the declaration by the Lelamic Society of the Ministry 
of Foreign Affaire, the following clarifications regarding this society 
are perforce being made: 


1. Thies Lelamic society, although it was Islamic and instructional in 
nature, has since ite establishment been able only to acquire about 10 mem- 
bers throughout the minietry; meanwhile, after the revolution, more than 
at least 40 persons who were devout and believed in Lelamic principles and 
themselves held Islamic sessions came to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
but, because of moral corruption and previous records, members of the so- 
called Islamic Society of the Foreign Ministry were not prepared even to 
have one meeting with them. 


2. The members of this organization were among the true, steadfast ser- 
vante of the previous regime who have now taken Ielam as « pretext and out 
of opportunism want to be promoted to positions for which they do not have 
qualifications. Naturally they are taking steps to publish lies and cre- 
ate disturbances without any kind of contact with the new officials of the 
Ministry of Poreign Affaire, all of whom are true, pure revolutionary 
persons. 


3. Om the subject of the purge, as Mr Sadeq Qatbeadeh, member of the rev- 
olutionary Council and foreign minister of our country, has made necessar- 
ily clear in a presse conference, about 570 people have been purged through- 
out the ministry since the beginning of the revolution, and, since most of 
the people purged were from the political eteff group of the Foreign Min- 
istry, about 50 percent of the people in the political staff and WO percent 
of the grand total of employees have been purged so far. This purge rate 
is unprecedented in all the ministries and organizations in Iran. Regard- 
ing the fact that the work of the purge committee has been suspended, as 
this society alleges, it must be stated that of the latest verdicts issued 
by the minister of foreign affairs concerning the permanent dismissal of 

10 members of the Foreign Ministry, one was on 29 June and the other was 
on 3 July of thie year, and this is noted down in the records. The work 














of the purge committee, contrary to allegations by thie society, ie etill 
going on, At Che same time, it ie necessary to mention the point that the 
purge in the Mintetry of Poreign Affaire has to @ large extent been com: 
pleted and is almost fintehed and the current employees of this ministry 
are people who have been pursuing their work and efforte honorably and en- 
thustastically. Sinee in the previous regime thie minietry was administered 
by 400 employees and more than 400 Savak staff members, and now the Savak 
members not only do not exist but the staff of the Poreign Ministry hae al- 
so been reduced by 500--in other words, the minietry is administering 95 
representation offices, consulates and so on in the world--thie has been 
possible only through the efforts, exertion and enthusiasm of the majority 
of the Ministry of Foreign Affaire etaff. Unfortunately, sometimes, 4 num- 
ber of people threaten the honor of pure, true employees by talking on the 
radio, engaging in the epreading of Lies on television, or spreading im- 
proper thinge in some newspapere through lies and dishonorable acts, and 
thie lack of justice is against 411 Lelamic and human criteria. Moreover, 
it is being bluntly declared that basically no society in the Ministry of 
Poreign Affaire can have an external identity by the name of an Islamic 
society without the participation or even the knowledge of chaste, devout 
Moslem, a number of whom have come to this ministry following the revolu- 
tion, At the present time this society has become a mere shop for oppor- 
tunism for a counterrevolutionary group ana for people who are connected 
with the regime of the past. 


/Signed/ Ministry of Foreign Affaire of the Islamic Republic of Iran 


Demand for Administrative Reform 
Tehran BAMDAD in Persian 7 Jul 80 p 9 


in conjunction with the latest statements by Emam Khomeyni, the Clerical 
Society of Tehran has published a declaration. in the introduction to 
this declaration, in ceference to @ portion of the Emam's statement, it 
was said that: 


Once again, the emam of the nation, the beating heart of the revolution, 
the glorious propagator of Islam and the deserving heir of the prophets, 
has addressed himself to protest, has complained about the state of the 
whiversities, education, the schools and administration, bas given warning, 
and has proviced commands. 





The emam's statements show anxiety that the revolution, in its continua- 
tion, might deviate from the true path of Islam, that God's dominion might 
not be achieved through the competent hands of the downtrodden, and that 
counterrevolucionary, deviant and hypocritical elements might become the 
heirs of the revolution. Now that 1 year and slightly more has passed 
since the historic Islamic revolution, the nation's emam has spoken about 
the effective presence of satan in administrations, schools and universi- 
ties and has directed and given us an ultimatum. The situation of the 
heroic Moslem nation of Iran is now such that you should rise up completely 
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to eliminate the effects of satan and expel elements of counterrevolution 
from all the etructures of the country, and demand that those in charge of 
matters take measures to complete the administrative revolution and make a 
revolutionary purge of the scum of the rotten imperial regime from govern- 
ment centers in a definitive fashion. In implementation of the sacred com- 
mand of Emam Khomeyni, the comb... ve Clerical Society drawn the attention 
of the Revolutionary Council, the president, government officials and the 
Moslem nation of Iran to the following pointe: 


lL. There i# no doubt that the current administrative system is in no way 
appropriate or responsive to revolutionary Iran, and it met be totally 
changed. However, administrative revolution cannot just be summarized by 
changing the administrative system, Administrative revolution must both 
turn our administrative structure into an Islamic system and revolutionar- 
ily liquidate all dependents on the regime of satan and all corrupt, mer- 
cenary and treasonous elements. 


To this end, one must use sectarian criteria as the sole criterion and 
acts of personal methods must be avoided. 


2. In hie statements, the emam has commanded that the ministries are not 
centers of licentiousness, that the universities are not centers of 
Licentiousness but must be centers of education. 


Surprisingly officials and politicans, isn't the correctness of these facts 
bitter, painful and enervating? Now that a little more than a year has 
passed since the red Islamic revolution, what answer do you have for the 
emam and the brave nation? Why have you accepted responsibilities but 

not faced up to the corruption, licentiousness, self-indulgence and sabo- 
tage of satanic elements in a revolutionary manner? Why are you abandon- 
ing opportunities’? Do you want to purge men and women, through whose re- 
actions, conspiracies, rumor-spreading and work slowdowns the lLicentious- 
nese and satan in the ministires, departments and educational centers are 
embodied, through the blood of the revolution's 80,000 martyrs in crimson 
shrouds? Has our heroic nation made revolution in order to place a group 
of atheiste and enemies of the people in the ministries and chew gum, in 
the emam's words’ Really, is this the meaning of guarding the blood of 
the martyre on the road to Islam and sustaining the revolution? That work- 
ing women and women teachers must avoid wearing repulsive clothing which 
is a great affront to Islamic laws and a great insult to the Moslem revo- 
lutionary women of Iran is a basic statement which should be heeded. In 
government centers, men and women should wear a type of clothing where the 
dictates of Islam will be observed and respect for the revolution will be 
preserved. However, declaration of observation of the Islamic veil in de- 
partments must not be a means to allow satanic, corrupt, conspiring people 
to remain in their positions through show and deceit and to continue car- 
rying out counterrevolutionary designs. 
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3, Employees, officials in schools and offices, and teachers must be de- 
voted to the revolution and to the growth and consummation of the values 
which have arisen from the creed and instructions of the emam of the nation, 
Therefore, liquidation of government centers, as the emam has commanded, 
must also involve persons who have stood against the Islamic revolution and 
also include elements who are in the process of luring our beloved youths 
into corruption through the rays of their deviationist theories, That is, 
politicians and all persons in charge of activities, the time has now come 
due, with reliance on almighty God, to proceed to carry out the commands 

of the emam of the nation, Khomeyni the smasher of idols. 


Be aware that the heroic nation will give you assistance in this path and 
that che Combative Clerical Society will help you with its share to this 
sacred end throughout Iran and will place its resources at your disposal. 


Leveling of Government Salaries 
Tehran BAMDAD in Persian 15 Jul 80 pp l, 2 


Yesterday, following the presentation of a bill to the Revolutionary Coun- 
cil on the unification of government employees’ salaries, it was announced, 
that 60,000 government workers who are working in dispersed fashion in the 
ministries and government organizations and companies enjoy high-level 
salaries according to investigations which have been made. In connection 
with the bill to unify government employees’ salaries, Mostafa Katira'i, 
secretary general of the National Administrative and Employment Affairs 
Organization, stated, in an exclusive interview with BAMDAD, "The objective 
in unifying government workers’ salaries is /based on the fact/ that after 
the revolution a large number of people and employees asked the government 
that the discriminations in wages among employees be eliminated." He stated, 
"In che previous regime, because of injustices which dominated in the govern- 
ment agencies, workers who were the object of attention and did not even 
possess a specialization enjoyed high-level salaries and received big wages 
in various forms. Following the revolution, in accordance with the request 
of people and employees on the one hand and because discrimination and in- 
justices must be eliminated in the Islamic republican regime, on the 

other, the National Administrative and Employment Affairs Organization 
prepared the bill to unify workers' wages in accordance with these requests 
and presented it to the Revolutionary Council for ratification." Regarding 
the details of this bill, Katira’i said, "With the implementation of the 
bill unifying wages, discrimination in wages among workers is being elim- 
inated and wages are being unified at a reasonable level. Among the main 
lines of the bili is that the wages of workers in all organizations, min- 
istries and government companies except the army of the Islamic Republic 
are being standardized with attention to the type of similar position, 
skill and specialization of workers as well as work hours, and positions 
whicn have not been classified will also be classified in order to equal- 
ize salaries. In the event differences in wages exist among positions 
which are similar, these differences will be eliminated." 
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Eng Katira'i stated, with regard to occupational positions of specializa- 
tions and skills whose equivalents are less commonly found in ministries 
and other organizations, "A number of these positions, which have a speci- 
alized and international nature and do not exist in other corresponding 
organizations, such as that of pilot, which is an international profession- 
al job, and some other international positions which exist in the oil com- 
pany and other organizations, have been exempted from this bill because of 
their specialized nature, and work bonuses have also been taken into ac- 
count for them, in view of the special value of these jobs. These posi- 
tions in organizations are very few; where they exist, they will be used, 
However, according to the research which has been made into the positions, 
most government employees’ positions resemble one another but their salar- 
ies differ, and the salaries of these positions are being standardized." 
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ARREST DETAILS OF FOREIGN CORRESPONDENTS ANNOUNCED 


Tehran ETTELA'AT in Persian 24 Jul 80 pp 1, 2 


[Text] Details of the Plot in the Continental Hotel: The Espionage By 
Foreign and Domestic Correspondents for America Revealed By the Central 
Committee. 


A spokesman of the Central Committee, in announcing the report of espionage 
by foreign reporters for America in a conversation with reporters frem 
"ETTELA'AT', stated that on 25 Tir 59 [21 July 80) at 3 pm the Guards of 
the Central Committee returned to the Continental Hotel and searched rooms 
900, 901, 903, 905, 902, 1102, 1101, 801, 1103, 719, 712, and 1104. In 
connection with this, by virtue of the evidence which was obtained and 
dubious incidents which had been witnessed, 8 persons were detained for 
questioning, of whom 5 persons were foreign and 3 were Iranians. Four of 
the arrested were release’ after interrogation by the Central Committee and 
four others, of whom two were Iranian, are spending time in detention for 
more investigation. 


The spokesman added: "After questioning the accused, we became aware that 
the American television companies CBS, NBC and ABC, which, after the 
American press activities in Iran were banned (since the beginning of 
Bahman 1358 [end of January 80]) these individuals at the Continental Hotel 
took up another road and are working under the pretext of representing 
Danish television, Turkish television and other assorted news agencies. 

We produced evidence that Danish television was forwarding news reports to 
CBS, although Danish television may only send back news to Denmark. 





These correspondents, for example, did not have a single telex sample 
indicating that news reports were sent to Denmark. Whatever there was, was 
for America. Therefore, we realized that in the piaces where CBI and... 
[sic] had been, previously belonging to correspondents, these individuals 
were established in the same location and were occupying exactly the same 
rooms. We inspected 7 or 8 rooms and produced around 4 cartons of telexes 
from these rooms. After examining them, we will publish them in order to 
enlighten the public." 


The spokesman added: "When the Revolutionary Guard entered the room of 
the Danish reporter, he was dispatching a telex. When he saw some of us, 
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he quickly crumpled up the telex and threw it into the wastepaper basket. 
That telex was about the selection of the prime minister, The important 
thing is that in this cable that session [sic] was omitted which shows 
that a code was established between them and that they have been working 
for America under the name of Danish television." 


The Central Committee spokesman added: "Karl Murlenz, one of the individ- 
uals arrested, is a Danish national, but, in my personal opinion (Salehi, 
interrogator of the Central Committee), this individual is an American. 

By forging a Danish passport, he entered Iran and carried out operations. 
The proof is that, for 15 years, he has been a member of CBS, and has 
carried out activities for CBS in one nundred countries. Exactly six 
months ago, he came into the service of Danish television. One month 
later, in this way, he entered Iran and for five months he has been working 
in Iran. It is interesting here that, right about this time, Mr Murlenz' 
work was coming to an end. A person by the name of Hami Sami' from Turkey 
was sent as a Turkish correspondent to Iran to sccceed him in this press 
office. Several days ago, Mr Hami Sami’ entered Iran and we arrested him 
also. Mr Qoddusi and Mr Mahdavi-Kani are aware of this action. We in- 
formed them, as we recognize neither Mr Qotbzadeh nor the Ministry of 
National Guidance. 


We blame the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the Ministry of National 
Guidance for the activities of these spy reporters. 


The spokesman added: The Ministry of National Guidance announce that there 
are no more American reporters in Iran, and yet we have evidence that 
American reporters are engaged in activities in Iran. In searching the 
hotel, we discovered two American newspaper reporters. One was Mr Jay Ross 
of the WASHINGTON POST and Mr McHanus of the LOS ANGELES TIMES. The 
nationality of both is American and, according to admissions that one of 
the detainees has made, if the correspondents do not work for America, they 
cannot stay in the Continental Hotel. However, the reason why 1,000 tomans 
per day is given to the drivers of the news agencies is that these drivers 
know that they are working for the Americans here and that this money is 
more like blackmail. At night in the hctel, sexy films are shown to the 
guests. In every room there is a color TV. Two of its channels are for 
Iranian television and one closed circuit channel on which sexy films are 
broadcast. We confiscated these fiims,. 
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IRAN 


RAFSANJANI MEETS WITH SOVIET CHARGE 
Tehran ETTELA'AT in Persian 26 Jul 80 p 6 


[Article: "Hojjataleslam Rafsanjani, at a Meeting With the Soviet Charge: 
We Hope That the USSR Will Not Follow in America's Footsteps"] 


{Text} Tehran, PNA--Fedor Savil Chenkov, charge d'affaires at the Soviet 
embassy in Tehran, met with Hojjatoleslam Hashemi Rafsanjani last Thursday. 
On behalf of the Soviet government congratulated him for the chairmanship 

of the Islamic Consultative Assembly. He expressed his desire for strengthening 
the friendship and bond between the countries of Iran and the USSR. During 
this meeting, Chenkov delivered congratulatory messages from the president of 
the Supreme Soviet of the USSR and also from the president of the Soviet 

of Nationalities of the country's Supreme Soviet to the chairman of the 
Islamic Consultative Assembly. Hojjataleslam Rafsanjani, in response, and 
expressing gratitude stated: We are in turn desirous of the most neighborly 
and close relations. However, I must mention that, unfortunately, there are 
some dark areas in these relations which we would like to remove and dispense 
with, First, considering the previous knowlege that we have of the USSR, we 
hope that this country will not follow America's footsteps in its relations 
with other countries. For example, there is the question of Soviet inter- 
vention in the country of our Moslem brothers, Afghanistan. The second point 
is the problem of Iran's exporting gas to the Soviet Union, which, considering 
the face to face struggle we are undertaking with America, we hope that the 
Soviet Union will understand the circumstances. We studied the special matter 
of selling Iranian natural gas to the Soviet Union and we saw that the price 
you are paying is one-sixth of the international price. This is almost equal 
to the expenses that the government of the Islamic Republic incurs for the 
extraction and transport of the gas. The Soviet charge stated: We cannot 
increase the previous price by more than two-thirds, because we are selling 
to the Western European countries for exactly the same price. In the case 

of Afghanistan, we, in truth, went there to assist the government. Persons 
who are fighting against the government there are anti-state groups. 

Mr Rafsanjani replied: "It is not a matter of groups. These are the people 
of Afghanistan who have stood up against the government which came about by 
coup d'etat. As to the price of gas also, if it is proved that the price 

of the gas you offer to countries like West Germany is within the same limits, 
your offer would be worthy of examination. 
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IRAN 


TUDEH ORGAN CALLS ON PEOPLE 'TO SAVE THE REVOLUTION' 
Tehran MARDOM in Persian 2 Jul 80 pp 1, 2 
/Article: "Save the Revolution!"/ 


/Text/ The latest statements by Emam Khomeyni show the depth of the anxi- 
ety which exists regarding the course of the revolution. 


In reality, Iranian counterrevolution, under the leadership of American 
imperialism, is extremely busy with its activities. For some time counter- 
revolutionary radio stations have been in operation, incessantly attract - 
ing greater customers and listeners and engaging in provocations, stirring 
up dissension, and spreading rumors, calumny and false charges. Residues 
of Savak, shah-worshipping officers, dependent bourgeoisie, satanic intel - 
lectuals and other agents of imperialism and the past regime have banded 
together and are banding together. Their links with the counterrevolution- 
ary centers of Washington, London, Paris and so forth are operating from 
every direction. In these centers recruitment is taking place among fugi- 
tive officers and agents of the previous regime by means of Oveysi's office, 
through the payment of exorbitant wages. 





Counterrevolutionary leaders of the likes of Ashraf Pahlavi, Ardeshir 
Zahedi, Shapur Bakhtiar, Palizban, Oveysi and others are coming to Iraq, 
and even inside [ran, under the supervision of America and the Shah. The 
agents of Israel, Egypt, Iraq and Pakistan are very active in Iran. The 
counterrevolution bas penetrated to the highest levels, and, with a little 
capital, which is easy to get, such as a beard, a string of prayer beads, 
a false display of religiosity, abusive language against communism, and 
hatred of "the Russians," together with some superficial words against 
America, it has access to many of the key positions in government depart - 
ments, as in the past. The “economic boycott" got into action immediately 
after the revolution; contrary to the deceptive allegations of imperialists, 
this boycott is directed against pharmaceuticals and food specifically and 
does not exempt them. The haute bourgeoisie, through an organized design, 
is managing the hoarding and inflation and is coordinating its activity 
with imperialist allies. Their goal, that is, creating an unendurable in- 
flation and shortage in necessary, very necessary commodities, has now 

















become practicable, One cannot forever assume that the people of lran 
will seem Co endure greater deprivation through fasting through a relia 
ows, fevolutionary awareness of the future, Rebellionse and severe discon 
tent arising from general poverty and economic difficulties feed the count 
errevolution and, contrary to the first months, people's mouthe have 
opened up age@inet the revolution in 4 manner which causes anxiety, Con- 
tempt is being shown for the lofty men of the revolution, Hope for the 
restoration of the past regime and the return of the deposed Shah are even 
being reflected in some statements, All the governmental and revolution 
ary structures which ehould fight and confront thie situation are oddly en 
gaged in further improper acts, deliberately or by mistake, and pouring 
water into the mill of the counterrevolution, One can see with one's own 
eyes that the revolution ie headed toward isolation. The revolution ise in 
danger. Save the revolution! 


it ie possible that this brief description has painted the colors darkly, 
but it is certainly not contrary to the real situation, To say anything 
but thie would be contrary to the real situation, One of the conditions 
of good leadership is not to deceive oneself, to see the facts, and to 
state chem bluntly and boldly. The Latest statements of the emam, blunt- 
ly complaining of the fruitiessnese of the period following the revolution, 
is an example of truthfully describing the evident to the people. 


Under such conditions, struggle and dissension among groups which partici- 
peted in the revolution and events such as repeated attacks by persons un- 
der the name of “llezbolleh” against Lewful gatherings of other revolution- 
ary forces are phenomena which fill the heart of the deposed Shah in Cairo 
with joy and, wittingly or unwittingly, are e service to him. 


Ail genuine forces of revolution demand a series of effective measures to 
continue the revolution. tyes are fixed on the emam and on all forces 
which are influential in the administration of affaires and loyal to the 
people's revolution. Absolute, decisive measures which at the same time 
are revolutionary and progressive are needed to bring the process of the 
revolution out of the dead end and to prevent it from facing annihilation, 
morbidity end spiritual deterioration. 


sowever, with the commencement of the struggle against America and the an- 
nouncement of the fact that there still is a revolution in Iran, a revolu- 
tion greater than before, the conduct of the government has become exposed, 
step by step, and sew blood has flowed into the veins of the revolution. 
Now, simee that cime, the revolution needs a sort of revitalization. Are 
rhe emam's Latest statements the beginning of a new revolutionary jolt’ 
This ie @ point which the future will show. 


\t is possible to state that parliament's attainment of official status, 
formation of the cabinet, the proclamation of the government plan and sup- 
portive economic aid will improve the situation. 
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with the rapid, negative course of events, one cannot consider that this 
deduction Le fruitless or without meaning. The newspaper MARDOM considers 
it ie @ sacred revolutionary duty, a8 always, to give timely alarm. The 
revolution must paint @ bright portrait of progress for the broadest 
classes of the urban and rural destitute, If all the people's efforts are 
to be turned to nothing by subversive games, and all are to reach the con- 
clusion that “the soup is the same ae before and the cup is the same," the 
confidence of broad classes of the people will become weak, Apathy will 
take the place of revolutionary fervor, Either the masses will not come 
out into the arena or, if they do, their emergence will be superficial and 
tantamount to helplessness, genuine tumult will give way to hypocrisy, and 
hypocrisy te the death of a proper revolution. Foreign and domestic count - 
errevolution, which have despaired of the success of direct encounters in 
the guise of fronts, have proceeded to devise the deterioration of the 
revolution, and one must estate that their progress in thie job has been 
good, However, thie is a revolution which must either go forward toward 

4 national and popular regime or must regress toward a regime of coopera- 
tion with imperialiom, capital and big land ownership. At this crossroads, 
who must hold up the banner of revolutionary Islam? Who must determine 
the subsequent course of the revolution’? It is clear, and it has been 
stated vluntly, that the revolutionary government and the revolutionary 
counct| are wavering in determining the portrait of the growth of society 
and retaining the private ownership of capitalists and oandowners. This 
hesitation could result in the failure or total metamorphosis of the revo- 
lution. The situation has reached the point where one cannot even be con- 
fident of the power and remedial ability of the leaders of the revolution, 
and hopes are being fastened on the decisiveness of the emam and his 
measures. 


Our revolution has had many achievements and also has great power to ad- 
vance, but, at this crossroads, our revolutionary responsibility makes it 
mandatory that we declare that we are profoundly disturbed over the destiny 
of ovr revolution, a revolution which, under the leadership of the emam 
and with the aid of the toiling people who wish for radical transformation, 
can and muet receive 4a new jole in order to be victorious. 
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AYATOLLAH NURI WANTS TO ARM LRAQI REFUGEES 
Tehran BAMDAD in Persian 22 Jul 80 p 9 


[Text] The oppressed people must be armed so that they 
may wrest back their rights from the oppressors. 


To drive out the people from their homes and region is 
a crime greater than killing. 


ln a statement placed at the disposal of BAMDAD newspaper Last night, 
Ayatollah Yahya Nuri has asked Ayatollah Khomeini to command the responsible 
authorities to arm the exiled Iraqis under the supervision of the Islamic 
Army so that they could put Saddam, the Pharaoh of Iraq, in his place. 


The text of Ayatollah Nuri's statement reads as follows: 


In the name of God Almighty. To expel people from their land is a greater 
crime than murder. --The Holy Koran. 


It is unfortunate that we have not lived up to our Koranic duty and not 

yet discharged our Islamic revolutionary responsibility, the duty which, 
according to the Boghra and Momtahena and Suras (to be specified hereunder) 
dictates to us that if an oppressive government or a ruthless group drives 
a number of people out of their homes and fatherland and reduces them to 
vagrants, this is definite ground giving cause for confronting and fighting 
the violators. Neither the oppressed people nor others may adopt an 
attitude of acquiescence and conciliation. They should fight. They should 
be armed so that they can regain their rights from the oppressors. 


Yes, we must admit that we have not fulfilled our religio-ideological duty 
toward these dear exiled and displaced Moslems. That is while we know 
that the godless and un-Islamic Ba'thist regime of Saddam Hussain has done 
to these people what the atrocious Israel has done to our Palestinian 
brothers. We have the same duty toward the expelled Iraqis in way of 
supplying support and aid and equipment to them as we do toward the 
Palestinians driven from their homeland. 
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Saddam Hussain has driven these people out of their homes and land at the 
bayonet's point without any cause at all and deapite copious proof of their 
being Iraqi citizens. The dictatorial regime of Saddam Hussain has sent 
back to Iran these tens of thousands of Iraqi citizens just because they 
were shiites and because possibly their forefathers had immigrated to Iraq 
from Iran. No heed was taken of their Iraqi background going back half a 
century, one century or even several centuries; and no importance was 
attached to the proof of their Lraqi citizenship. 


It is clear to all that the Iraqi regime has committed thie crime at the 
behest of the United States of America and of world imperialists in order 
to undeimine the Islamic Revolution of Iran and to create and deepen 
turmoil and nuisance for Iran. Iraq's crime goes against all the norm of 
local and internaional laws and violates all human principles, let alone 
those of Islam. The tyrannical regime of Lraq has shown full well which 
direction it is advancing ite aims, It vilifies use in ite masse media. It 
brings us unrest. it violates our borders; it attacks us from air and 
land. It conspires against us and abets the coup d'etat stagers. It 





infiltrates arms and ammunitions into Iran and takes countless other actions... 


Not that Lran has committed the slightest act of aggression against Iraq. 
But simply because its masters and the imperialits and the Unites States 
want it that way: tat the Islamic revolution of Iran should not be 
permitted to take root. 


Neither Islam and the Islamic society, not the brotherly relationships of 
800 million Moslems across the world, of whose society Iran and Iraq are 
but two members, matter at all to the Ba'thist regime of Iraq and to Saddam. 
He and his Ba'thist regime think of God and Islam as much as Carter and 
{word illegible) and Begin do; the three of them are of the same leaven 
and in the same line. They think of and have faith in nothing other than 
their imperialistic desires and ends. Yet, Iraq's attitude is quite clear. 
The Iraqi regime acts toward us not like an Islamic government but clearly 
as a heretical government, one appointed and commanded by imperialism. 
Bound by Islam as we are, and by virtue of a revolution on the basis of 
Islam, we will naturally not allow these aggressions to pass without 
retaliation, although Islam does not permit us to resort to the same 

dirty methods as Iraq and to match their dirty attacks. I speak not of 
the urge to respond to these ordered attacks. I am thinking of the forty 
thousand expelled Iraqi nationals who can be the most significant factor 
on our side when it comes to beat down the aggressive Iraqi regime in the 
present situation where Iraq is constantly on the offensive. No proper 
use has been made of the presence of such a great number of Iraqis in Iran. 
Secondly, just as when these uprooted Moslems have a duty dictated by the 
Koran to fight, we are equally duty bound by the Koran to supply, help 

and support them (Boghra, Surat, Verse 217) because to make people homeless 
and vagrant and to drive them out of their homes is a greater sin than 
murder. 


As expressly stated by the Koran, if the deviants and tyrants drive a number 
of people out of their homes and land, this act justifies an uprising and 
struggle against them and rules out submission to force. 
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lt is @ greater sin than murder to ccive people out of their land. ceceeees 
Momtahena Sura, 


This and other verses have heavily emphasized the necessity to rise up 

to banishment and to making people vagrant while other verses and teachings 
have called it a binding duty and definitive Islamic principle to help 

the oppressed and the wronged. Yes, we must act according to our religious 
doctrine, We should immediately arm and mobilize these dear exiles so 
that they may regain their rights and suppress the criminal regime of Iraq, 
All the Islamic communities and the justice-seeking people of the world 
will approve of Lran's aid to the Iraqi exiles just as they disapprove of 
Iraq's aid to the coup d'etat etagers. I ask the dear leader of the 
revolution to command the responsible officials to arm the expelled Iraqi 
nationals under the system and supervision of the Army of the Islamic 
Republic of Iran so that they may put the Pharaoh of Iraq in hie place. 

A large number of the exiled Iraqie and their respectable religious leaders 
have time and again called on me to request to be armed and aided so that 
they may regain their rights. The Iraqi regime knows no logic other than 
the bayonet an that is the logic we should level at them in dealing with 
them. I ask the President to give an eminent place to the tens of thousands 
of expelled Lraqis--men and women, young and old=-by the side of our 
soldiers and struggling vigilantes who foil Saddam Hussain's aggressions 
so that they may subjugate Saddam and regain their rights and their father- 
land. 
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DIVISION OF CHERIKHA-YE KHALQ, RELATION WITH TUDEH PARTY ANALYZED 
Tehran ETTELA'AT in Persian 24 Jul 60 p 4 
[Article by Changiz ‘Alavi) 


{Text} Iran's glorious Islamic Revolution, led by Imam Khomeyni, was able 
to topple the hated regime of the shah and expel ite imperialist masters 
from our dear country. The yardstick used to measure and judge important 
political ieeues in our society changed following the victory of our revo- 
lution, and opened a new horizon in the minds of our toiling people. The 
dreaded and gloomy atmosphere of oppression and terror was replaced by an 
air of optimiem and our devoted people rose everywhere to devote their 
homeland and their Islamic revolution against anti-revolutionaries and 
agents of the superpowers, both the East and the West, for which they gave 
their lives. Groups attached to the United States, the types of Palizban 
and Oveysi, launched on sabotage from inside and outside the country, and 
the Soviet agents too attempted to weaken our revolution, the imam and 
the national government and undermine our national independence for the 
benefit of their masters. Some of them, under the guise of defense of 

the revolution, and some, by creating incidents here and there, tried to 
incite people against the revolution and create chaos and public unrest. 


Leadership of the Cherikha-ye Khalq organization began attacking the revo- 
lution and its supporters from the very beginning. It organized all ite 
members and supporters against the imam and the government, engaging in 
such poisonous propaganda campaign of calling independent-minded clergy 
“agents and reactionaries" and thus perturbing public opinion. These ac- 
tions by the guerrilla [Cherikha-ye Khalq) organization was a serious 

blow to the revolution of the nation's youths. At a time when they should 
have cared for the oppressed and toiling people of the country they helped 
create unrest and conflicts at various pointe in the nation, diverting the 
attention and the efforte of the revolution from those problems. And now, 
the guerrilla leadership has suddenly become divided into a majority and 

4 minority, and some have turned supporters of the revolution calling for 
coopera.ion with the government of the imam and revolutionary institutions. 
Every simple and independent-loving Iranian now asks himself “what does 
this 180 degree turn mean and what is ite purpose?” Is this change in 











position genuine? Do they really believe in such revolutionary slogans 
as “independence, neither Eastern nor Western, but Lelamic Republic’? 
What prompted the guerrilla leadership to change position so hastily and 
without any deliberation? What does thie division mean, and so on? 


Guerrillas’ Change of Position in Post Ielamic Revolution 


No more than 2 months after the victory of the revolution, leadership of 
the Cherikha-ye Pedayi, on the basis of their political evaluation of the 
existing conditions and that of the movement, rose in defense of the 
Basargan government. They believed that the government appointed by the 
imam and formed by Bazargan was national and anti-imperialistic., In their 
publication's second issue, various forces were asked to support Basar- 


gan's government againet imperialien. 


Not much later, leadership of the Cherikha-ye Fedayi, based on ite new 
evaluation of the situation decided that Bazargan's government was not na- 
tional and anti-imperialistic but a capitalist, liberal and anti-peop)e 
government; was oppressive and defended the interests of imperialism in 
Iran. Therefore it must be challenged, and called on various forces for 
confrontation. It wae then that “death to the Pedayine” became a popular 
slogan. Faced with waves of antagonism by the working people, Fedayin 
leadership was forced to slightly change its position. Having taken 
diversionary and antirevolutionary position and unable to grasp the mech- 
aniem of the Islamic revolution and anti-imperialist Iran, leadership of 
the guerrilla organization began ite half-hearted defense of the fighting 
clerics under the leadership of Imam Khomeyni. In their publication KAR, 
issue 3%, they published a statement in relation with the illness of the 
imam. During last year the organization participated in the armed insur- 
rection against the government. They took part in the killings in 
Kordestan, but in their publication (issue 59 of KAR), they described it 
as chaos and unrest and called for ite end. Members and supporters of 
the orgenization were baffled and surprised. They all were faced with 
this question: How come, up to now they had to take part in the armed 
struggle against “liberal bourgeoisie connected with imperialism" and were 
to defend the rights of nations? 


Was not the imam the same reactionary cleric? What has happened to make 
him now acceptable as the leader of the anti-imperialist movement and the 
revolution? 


At the present time, the majority in the organization is of the opinion 
that the existing government is basically independent and say: 


“The present government, as had been repeatedly announcea, is not and had 
never been aligned.” 


Why the guerrilla organization leadership had not been able to arrive at 
this conclusion at the outset of the revolution? What made it arrive at 
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thie conclusion 17 months later, during which they had been depicting it 
ae a “Liberal bourgeoisie aligned with imperialiem." During that same 
period the guerrilla organization leadership had tried hard to etrike 
serious blows at the government and the post revolutionary inatitutions. 
At the same time, it attracted a considerable number of simple and eager- 
tomlearn young students and led them astray. The guerrilla organization 
never bothered to tell its members and supporters what was the yardstick 
by which 4 reactionary was measured up in period of imperialiem. Is a 
reactionary someone who in the fight against imperialism of the West and 
the East relies on one, meaning the East, in order to fight Western im- 
perialiem? The basic determining criterion is none but the well-known 
slogan which was chanted by millions during the revolution, meaning the 
“neither Western nor Eastern, but the Islamic republic" slogan. The fact 
is that two world-devouring and hegemonistic superpowers are now engaged 
in deadly competition, trying to extend their domination over the entire 
world. Our nation, determinedly, has expelled one superpower, the United 
States, and must do everything to thwart ite dirty plots and plans for 
the reimposition of its domination. The Soviet Union, the new superpower, 
too, wishes to dominate our country, exploit ite natural wealth and use 
it as a military base in its future conflict with the United States. It 
too must be resisted, with the masses given political immunity in order 
to be able to neutralize ite dirty objectives. Our brothers, the moslem 
people of Afghanistan, sitting next to us, are the best proof of this fact 
that the Soviet Union is doing its utmost to bring its neighboring nations 
under ite domination. Now, what is the opinion of the gentlemen of the 
guerrilla organization leadership about this? They claim that “the so- 
cialist Soviet nation" is “the friend of the people” of the world and of 
Iran. They believe in the so called socialist camp led by the Soviet 
Union and call for a closer relation with Iran. Thus, one realizes that 
the guerrilla leadership on the one side, and the leader of the revolu- 
tion, the president and the anti-imperialist and freedom seeking forces, 
on the other, are far apart as far as the most basic slogan of the revo- 
lution is concerned. A few quotations from the leader of the revolution 
is enough to prove the importance of the struggle and the extent of the 
damage done to the young Islamic revolution by the position (taken by the 
guerrillas) with regard to superpowers. 


The imam says: “Dear people of Iran, you have terrified the aggressive 
East and the criminal West. Never compromise with any power, which, I am 
certain, you will not." (from the Imam's message on the occasion of 

22 Bahman 58 [11 Feb 80]). He also said elsewhere: “The United States 

is worse than Britain; Britain is worse than the United States; the Soviet 
Union is worse than the two; each worse than the other. Yet, today we are 
dealing with these devils." 


Division was the policy of the Tudeh Party and the Soviet Union 


Does the guerrilla leadership agree with the views of the imam in rela- 
tions with the struggle for the protection of the country's independence? 
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We dare say that they definitely do not, and cannot, because the imam is 
deeply independent and the guerrilla leadership (majority) leans toward 
the Soviet superpower, and with their division, they are taking longer 
ateps in that direction, The majority in the divided leadership has been 
flirting, for some time, with the Soviet Union. Even the minority has 
taken a position in this matter and say: "Their continuous relations with 
treacherous leaders of the Tudeh Party in political and ideological mat- 
ters, which has been going on for some time, and the position taken 
throughout the organs of the organization (published in KAR, edition 59 
and after), meaning in complete coordination and agreement with positions 
taken by the Tudeh Party, is not only rejected by us (the minority), but 
also by every true and revolutionary member of the organization. It was 
3 years ago that the first division occurred in the Fedayin organization, 
with the divided branch joining the Tudeh Party. A few of the division- 
aries remained in the organization to continue their Tudeh activities. 


Tudeh thinking and leaning towards Soviet imperialism was taking hold 
steadily inthe organization. From the very beginning, the Tudeh Party 
joined the guerrilla organization in discussions and exchanged views, ask- 
ing the organization to unite and merge. Believing that the guerrilla 
organization is sincere, the Tudeh Party mischievously came out in support 
of the revolution. It attacked anti-Islamic Republic elements and, at 

the same time, regarded the guerrilla organization as being honest and 
sincere, and would become boiling mad at anyone who would dare attack the 
organization's anti-Islamic Republic plots and policies. Any step taken 
by the guerrilla organization to bring it close to the Tudeh Party or in 
support of the Soviet imperialism would be welcomed and praised by the 
treacherous leaders of the Tudeh Party. For example, Mr Kianuri said in 
an interview: "Regarding the Fedayin, as I said before, we consider them 
part of the revolutionary powers and believe they are sincere in their 
Struggle (MARDOM newspaper, 16 Mehr 58 [8 Oct 79])." 


In what struggle does Mr Kianuri think they are sincere? In the struggle 
against the government of the Islamic Republic, against the Revolutionary 
Council and the Imam in Kordestan and Gonbad and Bandar-e Anzali, or their 
collaboration with Bakhtiar and the Bolurian wing of the Democratic Party 
or their collaboration with the Soviet mercenaries such as you? What was 
the Tudeh Party demanding from the Fedayins? First, to avoid attacking 
the Soviets and then come to its defense and call it a "friend" and then 
“traditional defender" of Iran, ending in their theoretical, and then 
practical, cooperation. In other words, to come to the defense of the 
“master's” interests. Now, they have achieved what they were aiming at. 
An organization with such low conception of various issues, and fed by the 
MARDOM newspaper, can hardly expect to fare better than what it is. 


Concerning Afghanistan, guerrilla leadership regards the Soviet social 
imperialism as the defender of the interests of the Afghan people, calling 
their opponents as being misguided. Thus, happy and jubilant that its 
efforts had not been in vain, the Tudeh Party welcomed them by saying: 
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"Brothers, you are late and still doubtful, but welcome to the interna- 
tional fighting front" (MARDOM newspaper, issue 175). 


They were welcome, from the Tudeh Party leadership's point of view, but 
were a little late. Getting closer to the Tudeh Party by the leadership 
of the guerrilla organization was quite forseeable but this is actually 
getting closer to the Soviet superpower, which shows how much dependent 
they are on one another. These and tens of other reasons have made it 
clear to all how hard the guerrilla organization (majority) has worked in 
the direction of cooperation with the Tudeh Party and dependency on the 
Soviet power, and has, finally, succeeded and achieved its goals. 


The Minority Group 


The minority group resisted etforts by the majority and was responsible, 
to some extent, in revealing the matter. It can be said that the minority 
has honestly refused to go along with the Russian mercenaries. But the 
minority too follows a diversionary and opportunistic path. They are in- 
tent to work in secret and carry out a struggle against the independent 
government. They don't differentiate between the fascist and corrupt de- 
posed shah and the government elected by millions of mature people. By 
pretending to be revolutionary and with no conception of the laws of the 
revolution and demands of the oppressed people at this stage of the strug- 
gle against imperialism, they accuse the government of being fascist and 
thus serving the interest of the superpowers. As to whether the minority 
has been responsible for the inclination (of the guerrilla leadership) 
towards the Russian superpower, the answer is yes, because they went along 
with the "friends" in the past several years. They were also well aware 
of the influence of the Tudeh Party in their organization and should have 
fought against it and warned their members and supporters to beware of the 
mercenaries. They never divulged anything about the secret visit to the 
Soviet Union of Mr Keshtgar. Why? 


The New Tactic of Soviet Superpower and Its Agents 


Faced with resistance by the strong independence movements of Iran and 
Afghanistan, the Soviet superpower, like other superpowers, has adopted 

a new tactic, which is in fact the exact photo copy of that of the West. 
The Soviets favor the existance of various groups in Iran and Afghanistan 
that would defend its interests. One will be used as a political arm and 
the other as a military one. In Afghanistan, they helped bring Taraki 

and Amin, both of the People Party, to power. When they learned that the 
People Party was not popular and could not serve their interest a palace 
coup d'etat was staged in which Amin was killed and Babrak Karmal of the 
Parcham Party was installed, in an effort to deceive the fighting and 
moslem people of Afghanistan. It is not without reason that today in Iran 
the mercenary agents of the Tudeh Party are trying to infiltrate the 
Kurdish Democratic Party and create division there. They created division 
in the guerrilla organization and openly and officially defend the imperi- 
alistic Soviet superpower. In fact, the treacherous leadership of the 
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Tudeh Party had prepared the scenario before the revolution and now is 
time to be implemented, The “majority” in the organization, pretending 
eriticiem of the methods of the guerrillas, leftist leaning and the de- 
fense of the revolution, caused a division in the organization, But the 
tactics of the Soviets and their agente today is to “confirm the imam and 
the Islamic Republic by words and plot against them in practice. They 
intend to sell our country to their masters. They know that in the 
present atmosphere they will not be able to carry out their dirty plan. 
Therefore, they must kill time, prepare the required conditions, and when 
the right moment comes, strike the deadly blow. This conclusion has also 
been arrived by the majority wing of the guerrilla organization. The 
question now is whether the Soviets want the guerrillas and the Tudeh 
Party to unite and become one. In my opinion, no. The reason is that 
the Tudeh Party, because of its past crimes and treacheries, lacks popu- 
larity. But it knows the method of infiltration and putting ite agente 
at various institutions and government agencies. It is more mature 
politically and is able to better defend the interest of the Soviet super- 
power. For this reason the Soviet Union prefers to use it as its polit- 
ical arm whenever necessary, just the way the People Party of Afghanistan 
was used. Should the Tudeh Party some day become useless, or if it could 
not be used, the guerrilla organization and the group divided from the 
Kurdish Democratic Party and others, that played the role of the military 
arm in the past, will become useful. 


At the conclusion, it should be noted once more that division by the 
majority, following a long period of step by step movement of the leader- 
ship of the guerrillas towards the Eastern superpower, is a backward divi- 
sion, anti Iranian independence and a negative phenomenon. It must be 

met intelligently. We must expect and wait for their future plans. It 
must be realized that the Soviet power is expand‘ng its influence through 


its agents. 
9561 
CSO: 4906 
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IRAN 


INVESTMENT FUNDS CONCENTRATED IN TEHRAN 
Tehran KEYHAN in Persian 31 Jul 80 p 3 


[Text] With reference to the statement by the Salmas people's deputy to 

the Islamic Consultative Assembly yesterday, entitled "Is Iran Summed Up 

in Tehran?", Engineer Tavassoli, the Mayor of Tehran, during a telephone 
conversation with PARS NEWS AGENCY, said that unfortunately over 70 percent 
of the principal capital of the nation was concentrated in Tehran. So long 
as Tehran remained the center of national trade and services and bank credits, 
he said, the budget allocations earmarked for other provinces would finally 
flow back to Tehran. "For this reason," he said, “we submitted to the 
Revolutionary Council reports aimed at the radical solution of this problem 
facing the revolution and involving Tehran." The reports called for de- 
centralizing Tehran so that the national wealth may be equitably distributed 
and utilized at the national level and so that the stark disparity between 
the level of services in Tehran, in villages and small towns may be obviated. 


The Mayor of Tehran added that he was agreed on this score with the esteemed 
representative of the people of Salmas. He said he was of the belief that 
since small towns and villages were in a strait, they should be the first 
ones to receive financial allocations. He said he had always been recom 
mending to the Plan and Budget Organization that the nation's resources be 
distributed across the national level and that only what is left of these 
resources be spent on Tehran. That explains why, the budget of the Tehran 
Municipality in the current year has been restricted to 300 million tumans-- 
registering a lower per capita ratio than other provinces. 


With reference to the statement of the Majles representative from Salmas to 
the effect that hundreds of villages could be developed with the re-alloca- 
tion of the one billion tuman budget earmarked for the Tehran Metro, the 
Mayor of Tehran said the problem did not stem from the allocation of the 
one billion tumans. The real problem, was the reversion .° ©» financial 
resources of the provinces to Tehran. This issue shoul: nc the atten- 
tion of the respectable representatives of the people at ©. :amic Majles, 
he said. After the victory of the revolution, he added, the .«-erts of the 
Revolutionary Council deliberated the issue of the continuation of the 


Metro project. Agreement was reached on a radical revision of the project 
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and of the manner of its implementation, auu - .on of the 
contract with France and the rewriting of the con . the agreement 
called for the construction of only lines No 1 and Nu ~ .: the Tehran 
Metro, If required, the technical social and economic justifications of 
the construction of the Metro in Tehran would be submitted to the esteemed 
Islamic Majles, he said. 


in conclusion, the Tehran Mayor said that the construction of the Metro 

is 20 years too late. He said this is a reminder to such secondary cities 
as Mashhad, Esfahan to begin working immediately towards the establishment 
of a Metro system. 


9695 
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IRAN 


AGRICULTURE IS ONLY BRIGHT ASPECT OF ECONOMY 
Stockholm DAGENS NYHETER in Swedish 5 Aug 80 p 21 
[Article by Ake Ringberg: "Iran - Inflation is Eating Up the Economy") 


[Text] "Our economic problem," said President Abol 
Hasan Bani-Sadr, "is that we have no economy at all. 
Galloping inflation together with increased difficulty 
in selling the country's oil on the world markets 

makes the economic future of the country very uncertain. 
One bright point is Iran's agriculture. The result of 
government credit and subsidy policies is that we are 
starting on the road to independence from foreign 
sources for food." 


Ayatollah Khomeyni said that it was not the purpose of the Iranian 
revolution to fix the price of watermelons. 


But President Abol Hasan Bani-Sadr--trained in economics at the Sorbonne 
University in Paris--says quite the contrary. During one of his recent 
trips around Iran he defined the country's economy today as follows: 
"Economically speaking we are dead, dead as a corpse." 


He recalled that Iran's only source of income is oil. "If we don't 
watch out our inflation will soon reach 100 percent. The nation could 
be economically wiped out," he said. 


Bani-Sadr understands that one of the most important goals of the 
revolution today is precisely to fix the price of watermelons. The 
president's position in the struggle for power which is raging in Tehran 
is exposed and vulnerable. Several times he has threatened to resign. 
His life has also been threatened by his religious opponents. 


But he also knows that since he is one of the few--some say the only one-- 


who knows what economics are, he is running less personal risk because he 
is warning the nation from his own personal platform. 
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What he ie clearly saying is that the present economic course ia just 
as dangerous for Iran ae the shah's grandiose plans to make Iran the 
world's fifth industrial nation by the end of the century, 


Even disregarding the effect of the international sanctions, unemployment 
has inereased, factories have closed, queves have grown, the shortage of 
goods hae increased, and the price of food has soared, 


"Our economic problem,” said Bani-Sadr, “is that we have no economy at ali.” 
Raging inflation 


Six monthe ago inflation was reported to be 40 percent. Today it is 
probably about 80 percent, and it is approaching 100 percent. 


Price increases of several important necessities have been more than 
200 percent, according to the main newspaper of the Iranian revolution. 


The volume of paper money was doubled in 1979, and that caused inflation 
to increase so rapidly that it was impossible to restrain, The rapid 
price inereases and unchecked unemployment have put the entire burden on 
the wage earners. 


it does not help that the revolutionary guard seizes grocers on the 
street and officially whips them. Prices still continue to rise. 


»ceording to the latest reports from the central bank production during 
the last year hae declined between 40 and 70 percent. That has opened 
the gap between supply and demand, with large price increases as the 
result. Inetead of trying to solve the problem by economic means the 
government has avoided the issue and blamed inflation on a shortage of 
taw materials. 


The priests who are running the country today avoid the issue of the 
economic chaos because they obviously do not want to turn over production 
to the workers. The fear of “worker power” has also expressed itself in 
opposition from the men around Khomeyni to setting up a workers council. 
But the demande of the left for nationalization, taking over of aulti- 
national businesses, and expulsion of foreign experts have been carried 
out in several places in Iran. 


The Course is Set 


in the midet of the revolutionary rhetoric is the fact that the [Iranian 
economy, to the degree that it functions, is setting the following course: 
large sectors which previously were privately owned are coming more and sore 
under government control. Banks, insurance companies, large industries and 
several emall industries have been nationalized. Bani-Sadr says that he 
also intends to nationalize foreign trade. 
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haniv-Sadt expects to go farther in that direction, with vigorous 
government participation and control over means of production, the credit 
market, and trade, These measures are popular among the large masses, 
but in practice fet @uch has been accomplished, with the exception of 
rents in the large cities having been reduced by one third, 


One program talked about was to give 4 revolutionary organization the 
power to give the dwellings of the shah's supporters to the homeless, 
but thie procedure has not gone far, 


Ineffectiveness and helpleseness is largely because the heads of depart- 
mente are afraid to take initiative on their own. Income from oil has 
drastically declined, but according to economists it should be sufficient 
to finance a modest development program, especially as Iran has cut off 
billions in weapons contracts. 


In epite of the purging of competent economists, and in epite of the 
desertion of directors and administrators of industry, there are many 
economists and planners remaining in planning organizations and in the 
central bank with much experience. 


They would like nothing better than to take charge of the reconstruction 
of Iran's economy, if only somebody had the courage to give them orders. 


Unemployment is another large problem which is a direct result of the 
decline in production. The official unemployment figure is about 3 
million (which @eans that 10 @illion people lack a means of support, 
if one considers that each unemployed person also supports a family). 
A plan has been presented by Minister of the Interior Rafsanjani to 
create jobs for 20-30,000 per year, but according to current trends 
unemployment i« increasing by 300,000 per year. 


ror the loweat<-paid workers the increase in the price of food was 
heretofore compensated for by a tripling of wages. The buying power 
of thie important group has therefore not worsened, but the situation 
gete steadily more serious, and the effect of last year's large wage 
increases has today almost been overcome. 


Although Iran has a large agricultural population which is almost self- 
supporting, the country importe a large part of its food: one-third of 
all meat, one-half of all sugar, 15 percent of the wheat and large 
amounte of egge. Black market prices for such important products are 
of course significantiy above official prices--in a varying scale from 
40 to 300 percent. 


Some economists eay that Iran today is ripe for waking up to economic 


realities. The latest figures for oil production reveal such disastrously 
low income figures that a new budget gust be worked out. 
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The budget which was published in March is already regarded as a 
guarantee for an economic catastrophe, with a deficit of 500 billion 
rials (about 30 billion kronor), and there is no indication of how the 
deficit will be financed, 


Director of the Budget Ayatollah Sahabi predicted recently an oil income 
of 100 billion kronor, but when Minister of Petroleum Ali Akbar Moinfar 
returned from the OPEC meeting in Algiers he disclosed that oil income 
during the current budget year is now reduced to 40 billion kronor. 
japanese and British ofl companies refrained from buying Iran's o11 on 

1 April when the price inereased by $2.50 per barrel. 


Since then Iran has tried to sell its oil in Eastern Europe, but oil 
experts do not believe that these countries have enough hard currency 
for purchases in large quantities. The free, so-called spot market 
does not offer much today, since there is currently a surplus of oil on 
the market, with large amounts in storage in the consuming nations. 


Self-Suffticiency Increases in Agriculture 


Within one year Iran will be self-sufficient in agriculture. That is 
the hope of the authorities in Tehran. That seems optimistic, but the 
hope is based on increased harvest, increased production, and greater 
motivation and job satisfaction among agricultural workers. 


The plans to continue with import of food, however, have not been set 
aside, and according to certain observers food imports will rise to 
10-13 billion kronor annually, the same amount as during the last four 
years ot the reignof the shah. 


The official goal for the import of food was set last year when iittle 
was known about how the agricultural sector would manage in the first 
period of islamic rule under Ayatollah Khomeyni. 


Hut according to the authoritative journal Middle East Economic Digest 
(MEED) several new areas have come under cultivation and in one large 
province a doubling, possibly a tripling, of the wheat harvest is expected. 
The governor of the western province of Llam said that he expects a wheat 
harvest in his district of 450,000 tons instead of the 40,000 tons of 
jast vear. 


The war in Kurdistan is reported not to have caused a reduction in the 
harvest this year. In spite of the clashes in Azerbaijan over the 

unlawful occupation of land, it is reported that production has increased. 
In central Tehran province the area under cultivation has doubled. Trav- 
elers report that the same thing has happened in the area around Esfahan. 
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Increased agricultural production is the result of generous price 
subsidies of up to 50 percent, easy credit, and greater acreage. The 
latter is due to official confiscations, occupation of individual 
properties, and favorable weather. The open support of agriculture 
by the regime is aleo seen as an important factor. 


The people are simply more motivated today, and what is more important, 
for the firet time in years agriculture is profitable. 


One factor which is not mentioned in that connection is the system of 
farmers’ cooperatives which was set up under the shah and which today 
is the framework for the collection and distribution of farm products. 


The positive trend in Iranian agriculture has already created an increas~- 
ing flight from the cities to the countryside, which is exactly what the 
government wants. Some wealthy bazaar owners in Tehran are now investing 
in agriculture, and they also make loans to their employees to return to 
their villages. Hundreds of thousands of people left the villages during 
the past 15 years to work in the cities under the shah's project to 
industrialize the country at full speed. 


Around [ran there are thousands of abandoned villages with their clay 
huts, and the process now beginning is seen as only the start of a program 
which aims to make Iran self-sufficient in food production. A fully 
developed agriculture can possibly feed a population of 60 million, 

which means that in a few years Iran can be an exporter of agricultural 
products. 


Swedish Technology Popular in Tehran 


Sweden is one of the countries with which Iran is seeking increased trade, 
now that the international sanctions are beginning to hurt the Iranian 
economy. The effect of these sanctions is debatable. Many economists 
believe that they are creating more inconvenience and annoyance than 
direct suffering in Iran. Others believe that sanctions will be effective 
in the long run. 


For the religious Leadership governing Iran today the sanctions are 
welcome as an instrument for building their own nationalism. 


Iran has not paid its bills to Swedish firms since the revolution (about 
600 million kronor), and it was this debt to Sweden which Foreign Minister 
Ghotbzadeh discussed when he visited Stockholm a while ago. 


Therefore Sweden lost more from the break in trade than Iran. And the 


fact that [ran is now seeking contact shows how eager Iran is to establish 
new channels of trade. 
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Swedish exports to Iran declined drastically during 1978 from $222 million 
to $70 million last year (figures for 1979 are from the latest OECD report, 
based on an average for 11 monthe). 


The trade gap widened to Iran's advantage from $3 million in 1977 to $63 
million the following year, and $177 last year. Iran was Sweden's number 

2 export customer in the Middle East and North Africa in 1977 (after Iraq) 
and 1978 (after Saudi Arabia), but was number 4 in 1979, with only 5 percent. 
During both prior years 18 percent of all Swedish export to the area went 

to lran. 


Iran's exports, mainly raw petroleum, reached $201 million in 1977, 
$285 million in 1978, and $247 million in 1979. 


Today Sweden imports 20,000 barrels per day of Lran's expensive raw 
petroleum, 3.3 percent of the quota established by the energy group in 
Paris. Because Sweden's petroleum costs are steadily increasing--from 
3.3 billion kronor in 1978 to about 7.4 billion kronor in 1980--Sweden 
has strong reasons for avoiding buying oil from Iran. According to 

OECD oil costs this year are going to push our inflation up to 13 percent. 


Swedish technical products and quality goods are, however, what Lran 
wants. 
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NEW LAW CONSTITUTES WORKERS COUNCILS, PRODUCTION UNITS 
Tehran BAMDAD in Persian 22 Jul 80 pp 1,12 


[Text] According to this Law, all personnel of production, 
industrial, agricultural and service units can attempt to 
form councils. 


The Islamic Workers Councils are responsible to the 
Personnel Assemblies and to other Lawful bodies. 


The number of the members of the Islamic Workers Councils 
shall be between three and nine. 


A Supervisory Board, equally representing the Council and 
the management, and headed by the representative of the 
government, shall be formed to oversee the administration 
of the affairs of the Councils. 


The procedural statute of the said Law shall be approved 
within one month. 


The bill enacting the formation of the Islamic Workers Councils in produc- 
tion, industrial, agricultural and services units has been approved by the 
Revolutionary Council. 


The spokesman of the Ministry of Labor and Social Affairs said that the 
Revolutionary Council had approved the Law Constituting the Islamic 
Workers Council of Production, Industrial, Agricultural and Services Units 
on the basis of the principles 104 and 105 of the Constitution of the 
Islamic Republic of Iran and in the light of the views of the personnel, 
managers and members of the Islamic Councils of factories as well as those 
of the industrial relations experts. The Law which was debated and 
deliberated extensively by the National Labor Council embodies 16 articles 
and 8 notes. 


The highlights of the functions assigned to each of the Councils by this 
Law are creation of an esprit de corp, conducting cultural and social 
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activities, supervision over the affairs of the units, making effortea for 
enhancing productivity and attaining genuine economic independence, securing 
the rights and the welfare facilities of the personnel of each unit, 


In connection with thie matter, a responsible authority of the Ministry of 
Labor and Social Affairs said that until euch time when the procedural 
regulations of the Law are formulated and adopted and the green light 

given to the unite to take action for forming their councils one after 

the other in various phases, given the resources of the Ministry of Labor 
and Social Affairs, the personnel of the unite planning on setting up 
councils are requested to refrain from referring to the said Ministry until 
further notice, The spokeeman of the Ministry of Labor and Social Affairs 
aleo said that the Ministers of Industries and Mines and of Labor and Social 
Affairs were scheduled to appear on the “Labor and Industry Program” of 
the Vision of the Islamic Republic of Lran today after the sunset Azan 
(call to prayer) to expound the eaid law to the viewers. 


The text of the Law is as follows: 


Law Constituting Islamic Workers Councils 
of Production, Industrial, Agricultural and Services Units 


This Law is based on the express teachings of the Holy Koran and on 
principles 104 and 105 of the Constitution of the Islamic Republic of 
Iran concerning the formation of councils, which principles provide: 





Principle 104: In order to provide Islamic equity and cooperation for the 
advancement of the affairs of productive, industrial and agricultural units, 
councils shall be formed with the membership of workers, farmers, and other 
personnel and the management; in educational, administrative and service 
units the councils shall be formed with the membership of the representa- 
tives of the personnel of these units. The manner of the formation of 
these councils and the scope of their functions and responsibilities shall 
be delimited by legislation. 


Principle 105: The decisions of the councils should not countervail 

islamic norms and laws of the country. They should be formulated in such 

a way that the Ministry of Labor and Social Affairs may draw up the relavant 
regulations on the basis of the council decisions and put them into effect 
on an experimental basis for a period of one year once these have been 
approved by the High Council of Labor. 


Article 1: The various bodies of the Islamic Workers Councils shall 
comprise the following: 


a) The Workers Assembly; and 
b) The Workers Islamic Council 


Article 2: The Workers Assembly shall be constituted with the membership 
of ali the active personnel of the unit concerned from the level of the 
simple worker up to that of the management. 
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Article 3: Funetions of the Workers Assembly: 


4) Election of the principal and alternate members of the Lalamic Workers 
Council; 


b) Adoption of the Constitution of the Council; and, 


c) Considering and commenting on the reports of the Islamic Workere 
Council, 


Article 4: The Islamic Workers Council shall be constituted via election 
of members from among all the personnel from the level of simple worker 

up to the level of the manager. It shall work with the objective of pro- 
viding Islamic equity and fostering cooperation for the progress of matters, 
enhancement and development of aptitudes and talents, elevation of the level 
of awareness, promotion of a spirit of cooperation, solidarity and consulta- 
tion among all the personnel and with the aim of ensuring the economic and 
industrial self-sufficiency and of strengthening the foundations of the 
Islamic Republic of Iran. 


Article 5: The duties and responsibilities of the Islamic Workers Council: 
a) Creation of a spirit of cooperation and solidarity among all the 


personnel and management of each unit for the purpose of improvement and 
expedition of the affairs of the unit; 


b) Uplifting the level of the knowledge and awareness of all the personnel 
in the cultural, social, political, economic, professional and other fields; 


c) Supervision over the operation of the unit to keep it self informed on 
the progress of the unit's affairs and to ensure their satisfactory imple- 
mentation and to put forth constructive proposals. 


Note: The manner of the supervisory role of the Council shall not be such 
as to interfere with the normal progress of the unit's work. 


d) Making efforts for increasing productivity and faster attainment of 
genuine economic independence and self-sufficiency; 


e) Securing the rights of the personnel as provided under the Law; 
f) Cooperating and making efforts for the provision of welfare facilities 
for the personnel in their working environment and for improving their 


work conditions; 


g) Electing the representatives of the personnel to the management board 
from among the members of the Personnel Islamic Council; and, 


h) Being answerable to the Workers Assembly and other lawful bodies 
within the framework of its functions. 


56 














Article 6: The membership of the Islamic Workers Council shall comprise 
three to nine members to be elected in accordance with the relevant 
regulations of this Law. 


Article 7: Eleetion of the members of the Islamic Workers Council: 


a) The election of the members of the Islamic Workers Council should be 
in such @ way that proportional representation of all the sections of the 
unit concerned may be ensured as far as possible; 


hb) The composition of the Islamic Workers Council should, as far as 
possible, embrace all disciplines and various specialties and also 
comprise employees from all tiers in the hierarchy, from the simple 
worker to the management; 


c) Any employee above the age of 16 can par: -ipate in the elections of 
the Islamic Workers Council of his/her unit; 4, 


d) To be elected to the Council, the candidate should have the following 
qualifications: 


Having lranian citizenship; 


Enjoying a good reputation among the personnel and being attributed with 
piety; 





Being literate to the extent of reading and writing ability; 
Being at least 21 years of age; 
Having theoretical or practical knowledge of the matters assigned; 


Having had a working background of at least two years in the same unit 
prior to the election (the units whose nature of work requires alternation, 
and those that have been in operation for less than two years are not 
affected by this provision.) 


Lack of criminal record depriving the candidate of his/her social rights 
(excepting political conviction prior to the revolution.) 


Note: The decision about the manner of conducting and supervising over 
the proper election and the discernment of exceptions to this article 
is within the competence of the Ministry of Labor and Social Affairs. 


Article 8: In order to promote popular participation in the advancement 
of the goals of the Islamic Revolution and in order to generate a sense 

of cooperation on their part in administering their own affairs as much 

as possible and to augment the people's sense of responsibility for the 
preservation and safeguarding of the Revolution, the Islamic Workers 
Council should place its representative in the management in the following 
capacities: 











4) In emall unite, aa a “liaison member"; and, 


b) In Large units, as a “liaison member" or "member of the Board of 
Directors." 


Note 1: The criteria and conditions for categorizing small and large units 
shall be delimited by the Ministry of Labor and Social Affairs in the 
relevant regulations; 

Note 2: The number of the representatives of the Council in the board 
of directors (of three members) shall be one and in large boards of 
directors (of five members and above) shall be two; and, 

Note 3: In agricultural and service units, the representative of the 


Council in the managem’ shall be only in the capacity of "liaison 
member." 


Article 9: The duties of the representative of the Council in the board 
of management: 


The representative of the Council in the board of management shall observe 
the following principles and priorities: 


Giving precedence to the interests of the group over those of the individual 
and of the interests of the society over those of a particular group; 


Conservation and continuation of the unit concerned; 
All are masters and subjects are the same time (edict in Arabic) ; 
Securing the rights of the members and of the personnel; and, 


Appreciation of specialties for the purpose of the vitality and advancement 
of the matters of the unit. 


Based on the said principles and priorities, the representatives shall tend 
to the following duties: 


l--Enlisting the cooperation of the personnel and the management for 
materializing the objectives provided for under Article 4; 


2--Promoting cooperation between the personnel and the management for the 
proper implementation of the decisions adopted by the management; 


3--To put forth, consider and follow up the constructive suggestions 
stemming from the supervisory role of the Islamic Workers Councils in 
the management; and, 


4--Protecting the rights of the personnel within the framework of the 
designated law; 
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b) The duties of the member of the Board of Directors: 


~=In addition to the duties specified in Paragraph (a) of this Article, 
the member of the Board of Directors shall have duties, responsibilities 
and powers equal to those of the other members of the Board as stipulated 
in the constitution of the unit concerned; his term of service shall also 
be the same length as that of any other member, 


Article 10: The Supervisory Board overseeing the affaires of the Councils: 


In order to ensure good relationships between the Council and the management, 
a Supervisory Board made up of 5 members shall be formed in each region as 
per the provisions of Article 12 in order to oversee the work of the 
Councils. The place of the formation of the said Board shall be called 

by the local department of labor in each region. 


Note: “Region” in this Article means an area situated in the scope of 
operation of the Ministry of Labor and Social Affairs where there are 
active productive, industrial, agricultural and service units. 





Article 11: The decision of the Supervisory Board on the matters of the 
Council adopted within the context of the provisions of this Law shall be 
final and binding. 


Article 12: The composition of the Supervisory Board: 


a) Two representatives from the Islamic Workers Council of each of the 
units of each region elected by the Council concerned; 


b) Two managers of the units of the region elected by the units of their 
region; and, 


c) A representative of the government appointed by the Minister of Labor 
and Social Affairs. 


Note: The government representative shall preside over the Supervisory 
Board. 


Article 13: The coordinating office of the Council Supervisory Board: 


A Coordinating Office shall be set up under the Ministry of Labor and 
Social Affairs in order to facilitate the formation of supervisory boards 
over the Councils and to handle their affairs and coordinate their work. 


Article 14: The formation of Councils in large state corporations such 
as those under the Ministry of Petroleum, the National Steel Corporation 
of Iran, the National Copper Corporation of Iran and others by virtue of 
this Law shall be subject to approval by the Council of Ministers. 
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Article 15: Upon the completion of the task of election of the member of 
the Counetl to the Board of Directors, the Ministry of Labor and Social 
Affairs shall introduce him to the Ministry or public organization concerned 
or to the private institute or unit so that his membership goes on record 

at the Bureau of Companies Registration and so that he may officially 
commence his duties. 


Article lo: The Ministry of Labor and Social Affairs shall be responsible 
for the satisfactory implementation of the provisions of this Law regarding 
the Personnel Islamic Councils and the Supervisory Boards overseeing the 
work of the said Council, for the registration, enforcement and abrogation 
of the Law, for designating the productive, industrial, agricultural and 
service units concerned, and for other necessary cases provided for in the 
relevant regulations. The Ministry shall enforce this Law after it is 
approved by the High Council of Labor. 


Note: The High Council of Labor is bound to adopt and announce the regula- 
tions of this Law within one month after the communication of this Law to 
the Ministry of Labor and Social Affairs. 


Seyyed Abol Hassan Bani-Sadr, President 
and Chairman of the Revolutionary 
Council of the Islamic Republic of Iran 
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IRAN 


"AFGHAN ISLAMIC SOCIETY' DENOUNCED BY SPLIT GROUP 
Tehran MARDOM in Persian il 80 p 3 


/Article: "Dissident Gr | Exposes Identity of So-Called Afghan Combatant 
Group: Afghanistan Isla Society Is a Spy Nest for America and Zaher 
Shah"'/ 


/Text/ Some members of the Islamic Society of Afghanistan, in a declara- 
tion which they have published, have proclaimed that they have severed 
themselves from this society and have exposed its true identity. 





Before reproducing this declaration, we will point out, for the further 
enlightenment of the readers, that the Islamic Society of Afghanistan whose 
leader, Borhanoddin Rabbani, is one of the big feudalists of Afghanistan, 
broke off last year from the Islamic Movement of Afghanistan party, whose 
leader is Galboddin Hekmatyar (the Palizban of Afghanistan) and at the 
present time in terms of size constitutes the second group of so-called 
Afghan combatants. 


During the reign of Zaher Shah and the government of Daud, Borhanoddin 
Rabbani supported the regime and taught Islamic law as a reputable pro- 
fessor at Kabul University. 


He completed his studies at al Azhar University in Egypt and then was re- 
cruited by the Moslem Brothers of Egypt, who were created by England in 

the 18th century. In 1965, when Seqatoleslam Mojaddad, one of the top- 
ranking leaders of the Moslem Brothers, returned to this country 22 years 
after he became the ambassador of Afghanistan to Egypt, he founded three 
ostensibly religious organizations for future activity. Borhanoddin 
Rabbani was still a university student. After the return, he joined one 

of these organizations, named The Society of the Servants of the Holy Text, 
together with Galboddin Hekmatyar. Following the revolution in Afghanistan 
this organization, which was supplied and protected by the Shurbazar 
Gentlemen's group, which had been brought to Kabul from England in the 18th 
century, at first became Party of the Islamic Movement of Afghanistan, 
under the leadership of Borhanoddin Rabbani and Galboddin Hekmatyar. After 
some months Rabbani split off and created the Islamic Society of Afghanis- 
tan. 
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in its announcement which was issued in the name of the Revolutionary 
Brothers who have Severed Themselves from the Islamic Society of Afghanis- 
tan, the group, after starting ite declaration with abundant curses against 
the Soviet Union and the revolutionary government of Afghanistan, described 
the identity of this society as follows (we quote the declaration verbatim 
and have not interfered in its composition): 


As you are all aware, the representative of his highness the king, up to 
the merchants of Mohammad Zaher Shah, during the first half of this year 
have lit a candle for the deliverance of the souls of reaction at the 
Galanistun border and have shed the blood of 1 million people who martyred 
themselves for the sake of Islam into the cups of foreigners. They have 
made efforts to overthrow revolutionary movements and groups and have 
striven to obscure revolutionary identities. Tt is clear to you that fol- 
lowing the triumph of the Islamic revolution of Iran, Moslem revolutionar- 
ies have headed toward this country and have benefited from its revolution- 
ary atmosphere. For a year we have been jammed into the revolutionary 
nation of Iran to deliver the nation from the clutches of the devil of 
Communism, as far as is in our power, and we have done our utmost, with 

the aid of God and the assistance of revolutionary youths, without help 
from any place or person, as far as possible; however, 4 months ago, 
chrough investigation, followup and experience, it became clear to us 

along the road on which we were exerting outselves that only its name was 
Islamic and nothing else. Finally, we withdrew and severed ourselves from 
the so-called Islamic society: After that, during these 3 months, all 
fighting men are aware that the society tried very hard to bring us back 

if possible, as written documents and many people testify and bear witness. 
However, we did not accept this; we adjusted ourselves to a world of eco- 
nomic problems and preferred not to be involved in its dependent, reaction- 
ary line. A number of people have also remained, who are living in hesita- 
tion and discontent because they are not prepared to face a life without 
meaning. However, after the reactionaries left over from Zaher Shah and 
Daud Shah realized that it was no longer possible for us to return, and 
since there was no logic or reason in it either, they started fantasies 

and false rumors. These did not bear fruit either. They then issued a 
letter to the fighting forces of Afghanistan, which had a united purpose, 
and, in their own words, expelled us and pretended that our crime was 
financial exploitation! 


This filthy, unislamic, inhuman act, remote from human dignity and a pure 
lie, has convinced us, revolutionaries, that they went to the spy nest of 
America and Zaher Shah (the office of the so-called Islamic society) and 

asked for a ruling--asked them to defend the society's position. Finally, 


with the intervention of the army of guards, the issue became clear and 
the hireling servants of Zaher Shah and the sycophants of the 


court of King Khalid, King Carter, King al-Sadat, and King Zaher Shah, 
and the thing... They repented and regretted their action. They gave 
a letter to the army stating "These rewlutionaries have no responsibility," 
and you can seek the contents of this letter from the army and the committee 
of the emam, 
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At present we, backed by many documents, are prepared to clarify the tacts 
to the hirelines of reaction and these treasonous mercenaries who ate sell 
i, Out their sation and establish the proof of their dishonor once again 
to all CLeheloe men before the nation, We respectfully ask all revolution 
ary vbeothers that for the sake of disclosing the truth and clarifying the 

issues they will make the atmosphere favorable for us to show everyone 
Lneie filthy, polluted face, and we mention that a large number of the rev 
olutionary brothers who have departed from the American society during 
these } months have declared their categorical position regarding the sev 
erance of thie dependence time and again. We are ready to give our lives 
(o continue the holy wae of Liberation to preserve the Koran and the pro 
phetic traditions, 


Peace on those who follow divine guidance, 


/Siened/ The cevolutionary brothers who have split off from the Lselamic 
Son iet y OF At; wmnLietan, 


i 
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ISRAEL 


POLITICAL LEFT RE-ASSESSING ITSELF 
Tel Aviv HA'ARETZ in Hebrew 31 Jul 80 p 9 
[Article by Amnon Barzilay: "“Reshuffling Continues in the Political Left") 


{Text} Only 8 monthe after reestablishing itself as a party, SHELI was 

to reconvene to discuss its political future. Its struggles have not come 
to an end yet. Ever since the elections, the party has suffered from this 
chronic disease of resignations. These occur at the top, to boot. SHELI 

is now paying dearly for Dr Me'ir Pa'il's bowing to public opinion and even- 
tual resignation and replacement by Member of Knesset Marziano. Now, 
Marziano has also resigned and left the editor of HA'OLAM HAZEH, Member 

of Knesset Uri Avneri, as the only party representative in the Knesset. 


The sad past and present are nothing compared with what lies ahead for 
SHELL. There is a proposal in the Knesset to raise the minimum percentage 
of electoral votes required for Knesset representation from 1 to 2.5. This 
means that whatever SHELI's leaders have not yet done will be completed 

by the Alinement and Likud, both of which are eyeing the votes of the splin- 
ter parties. SHELI's chances of staying in the Knesset and on the politi- 
cal map are diminishing. 


An Erosion of the Socialist Image 


Who would have believed that the left would unite in one party under the 
wings of the mother-party, the Labor Party? This latter day vision is 
now intermingled with a fateful irony to which we are being treated every 
once in a while. Tt is not only that some of SHELI's thinkers resign in 
good faith; they now say that with Likud at the helm, there is only one 
directive which should unite everyone: the return of the Labor Party to 
power. This goal justifies all means, including the return of SHELI's 
deserters who have repented, to the fold. 


The trony is that thie clean bill of health is granted to the Labor Party 
at a time when it is headed by Shimon Peres, Dayan's protege, who said at 
one time that he would rather sit with Menachem Begin than with Me'ir 

Ye'ari. tt is Peres and not Golda Me'ir, Levi Eshkol or David Ben-Gurion 
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who now heads the largest labor party. This party now includes labor peo- 
ple ranging from Amos Hadar, the hawks' representative, to ultra doves, 
such as writer A, B, Yehoshu'a of SHELI (10th place in its Knesset slate) 
and Gad Yateiv and Ya'ir Tzavan (formerly of MAKI) who have joined MAPAM, 


The first sign of SHELI's disintegration could be seen immediately after 
the elections. The SHELI camp was established 2 months prior to the elec- 
tions in the hope that the splinter groups would unite and show up in the 
Knesset as a large block, These splinter groups were: Moked; followers 

of Arye Luba Eli'av (Me'ir Pa'il and Ran Ron); Ha'Olam-HaZeh-Ko' akh- 
Khadash (Uri Avneri and Amnon Zikhroni); the Black Panthers (Se'adya Mar- 
ziano and Mikhah Maymon); and the Palestinian Council (Mati Peled and Ya'akov 
Arnon). But the mountain gave birth to a mouse. This whole gallery of 
personalities ended up with only two Knesset members. The second seat was 
acquired as a result of an agreement with known socialist pacifist Shmu'el 
Plato-Sharon. Today, despair among activists is certainly justified, They 
concluded from what happened in the last elections that there is no future 
for a party of this makeup as it was established on the eve of the elec- 
tions. 


The first to come to this conclusion were A. B. Yehoshu'a and Dr Yatziv. 

The first joined the Labor Party and was reconciled by the presence of Yossi 
Sarid there. "If you are willing to sit and suffer in the Labor Party," 

he wrote Sarid, "then I, too, am willing to do so." 


When Se'adya Marziano recently requested of the Knesset committee to give 
him half of SHELI's campaign budget, he also announced that SHELI would 
participate in the elections. Of the first 10 people on the slate, less 
than half remained with SHELI, he said. Eli'av resigned and is studying 
in the United States. Mrs Ruth Dayan, formerly Moshe Dayan's wife, was in 
the 7th spot. She left long ago. The 8th on the slate is attorney Zich- 
roni who is also considering resignation. Michah Maymon is in the 9th 
position. He resigned with Marziano. The 10th is A. B. Yehoshu'a, men- 
tioned above. 


When Eli'av resigned from the Knesset and was replaced by Uri Avneri. 

There was already an erosion in SHELI's socialist image. Avneri always 
corrected anyone who said he was a socialist. Me'ir Pa'il's resignation 
and replacement by Marziano completely obliterated SHELI's socialist 

image. One does not have to know socialist thinking to see the differences 
between the pairs Fli'av-Pa'il and Avneri-Marziano, to say nothing of 

SHELI with Avneri alone, following Marziano's resignation. 


Fven those who were proud of SHELI, and who thought of it as "small but 
pure,” can now see the naked truth. When internal struggles and alterca- 
tions started within SHELI with the demand to force Eli'av to resign, the 
whole thing began to fall apart. Although it was reborn in January 1979 
end declared a party like all other parties, it was never united. It is 
made up of five distinct splinter groups. To make things worse, there 
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are basic differences of opinion on the very issues for which it was es- 
tablished to begin with: the Palestinian question and the socio-economic 
problems. 


Ketween MAPAM and Peace Now 


SHELI is divided into center, right and left wings. Pa'il, Ran Cohen 
(member of Gan-Shmu'el) and Moked people represent the center, They 
stress socialist Zionism, but at the same time support the establishment 
of a Palestinian state. They are supported by Uri Avneri, Dr Mati Peled 
and Dr Ya'akov Arnon, supporters of the Palestinian approach, but who are 
not socialists. 


The right wing is represented by Eli'av's people who came over with him 
from the Labor Party. Among them are those from the academic staff of 
Tel-Aviv University: Ya'akov Peres, Dan Ya'akobson and Dan Bitan. The 
group was joined by ex-MAKI people Ya'ir Tzavan and reporter Yehudah Lahav. 
This group is concilliatory toward the Alinement and supports autonomy, 
Camp David style (the American interpretation). Another common denomina- 
tor to this group is the desire to cover up contacts that SHELI's radicals 
maintain with the PLO. 


SHELI's left wing is headed by Dr No'omi Kiss, Dr Shmu'el Amir, Cahim 
Bar'am (borther of Member of Knesset ‘Uzi Bar'am) and Dani Peter. This 
group has even more extreme positions on the Israeli-Arab issue than do 
Avneri, Pa'il, Arnon and Peled. They favor negotiations with the PLO, 
and they demand that Israel adopt a neutral position vis-a-vis the super 
powers and not prefer the United States. The group is suspicious of the 
Camp David accords. On economic issues, it has a radical socialist ap- 
proach, somewhat like the left wing of MAPAM or Moked: closing the gaps 
and heavily taxing the wealthy. 


Recently, SHELI has been squeezed between MAPAM, which for the last 2 years 
has been absorbing ex-SHELI people, and the Peace Now movement. Raising 

of the minimum percentage required for Knesset representation does away with 
SHFLI's last chance to be in the next Knesset. The realization of a plan, 
which is yet in the air, to turn Peace Now into a political party, will 

kill the last ray of hope that SHELI may still have. 


Surveys do not give much hope to Peace Now, either. Most of its leaders 
have political debts to the Alinement, either to the Labor Party or to 
MAPAM. Within the National Kibbutz Movement ard MAPAM, there were recently 
calls on Peace Now to remain a non-political novement. Even if it remains 
as such, it will absorb the last of SHELI's people who are still vascila- 
ting between their party and the Alinement. 
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ISRAEL 





U. 8. CONSULATE IN JERUSALEM SEEN AS PRO-PALESTINIAN 
Tel Aviv HA'ARETZ in Hebrew 29 Jul 80 p 11 


{Article by Yehudah Litani: "Although Nothing Has Even Been Hinted, It 
Is Obvious That the American Consulate in Jerusalem Ie Regarded as a Fu- 
ture Embassy To a Palestinian State") 


(Text) The first American consul to arrive in Jerusalem was Werden Car- 
sib. He did so in 1844, He was a Quaker from Philadelphia. He was so 
influenced by his relations with Jews that he converted and married a 
Jewish woman in Jerusalem. As a result, he had to resign and eventually 
died in Israel as a poor man. There is no danger than a story such as 
this may repeat itself, since most contacts of the American consul in Jeru- 
salem are with Arabs of the West Bank and East Jerusalem, whereas those 
with Jews of the western part of the city are more limited. The American 
consulate in Jerusalem is a pseudo embassy to the West Bank and its main 
efforts are directed toward the Palestinians. Although there has not even 
been a hint to this effect, it is obvious that this consulate in Jerusalem 
is intended to be a future American embassy to a Palestinian state or en- 
tity which will be established on the West Bank. 


Adopting The Partition Plan 


Lester Wolf decided to make the consulate subordinate to the embassy after 
witnessing a sharp exchange between the American ambassador to Israel), 

Mr Samue! Lewis, and the political adviser of the consulate in Jerusalem, 
Mr Tom (Wookeech) regarding the legality of the settlements. (Wookeech) 
claimed--in the presence of the congressmen for whom the party was given-- 
that all settlements beyond the “green line" are illegal, whereas Lewis 
sought to modify the statement. But (Wookeech) insisted that this was the 
United States’ official policy. 


Following the demonstration of a few dozen relatives of Nafkha jail prison- 
ers within the United States consulate in East Jerusalem (the Jerusalem 
consulate actually consists of two buildings, one in the western part of the 
city, where political activities of the consulate take place, and one in 
the eastern part of the city, where the consular activity is centered), 
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there were some angry reactions in Israel--ofticial and unofficial--that 
the consulate interferes with what is going on in the territories and in 
Jerusalem, The official version given by the consulate spokesman was that 
the demonstrators were a “delegation of leaders" from the Weat Bank who 
wanted to meet with the consul to express their protest regarding lerael's 
treatment of the Nafkha jail prisoners. The spokesman's claim notwith- 
standing, there were no familiar leaders among the demonstrators. 


In the course of the War of Independence in 1948, the American consul was 
a member of the "Consuls Committee" (of which the consule of France and 
Belgium were also members), which was appointed by the Security Council 
to try and effect a cease-fire in the city. The then governor of Jeru- 
salem, Dov Yosef, telle in his book THE FAITHFUL CITY about serious dis- 
agreements between him and the then American consul, John McDonald. The 
"consuls committee’ succeeded in ite efforts, but the cease-fire, for 
which they had worked so hard, was violated shortly afterwards. 


At the end of the war, the United States opened a consulate in the eastern 
part of the city, but the consul, who lived in the western part, was in 
charge of both consulates--the one in the western part and that in the 
eastern part of the city. The United States policy regarding Jerusalem was 
to adopt the partition plan and the internationalization of Jerusalem de- 
jure. But starting in 1954, American representatives began going to Jeru- 
salem for their meetings with foreign ministry officials whereas up to then 
they did it in Tel-Aviv. 


The consuls, who have been in Jerusalem since the mandate, recognized 
neither Israel's nor Jordan's sovereignty over it, only de-facto sover- 
eignty. The consuls (including the general consul) lacked any official 
rank, diplomatic or legal. Jerusalem was considered by the super powers 
as a territory outside Israel and Jordan. Therefore, Jerusalem's consuls 
did not come under their respective embassies in Tel-Aviv and Amman, but 
reported directly to the State Department in Washington. After the Six 
Day War, the liaison with the consul was transferred from the regional 
director in the interior ministry to the consular department in the foreign 
ministry. The consuls refused to do anything which might be interpreted 
as recognition of Israel's sovereignty over East Jerusalem. 


The American State Department attached increasingly growing importance to 
the consulate in Jerusalem, which has been directly reporting to it since 
the time of the British mandate. The consul in Jerusalem has had, in re- 
cent years, the rank of an ambassador. The consulate has close ties with 
public figures on the West Bank. The general consul and his aides meet- 
almost daily--with West Bank people, and regularly report to the State 
Department on the mood there. 


A Certain Amount of Tension 


It should be pointed out that it is the American embassy in Tel-Aviv which 
is in charge of the Gaza Strip, not the consulate in Jerusalem. This is 
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fo, because of the special atatus of the Gaga Strip which was under Egyptian 
military rule between 1948 and 1967, On 8 May 1969, there was a Knesset 
debate on the Jerusalem consulates, Most parties demanded not to accept 

the existence of the two consulates, 


In response, the then foreign minister, Mr Abba Eban, said that hie office 
could not accept the demand to expel the consulates which had not presen- 
ted their credentials in the first place. Mr Eban said then that retalia- 
tory measures against the consulates “will serve neither the state nor the 
city,” 


The American general consulate in Jerusalem (similar to other consulates 
in the capital) holds separate official receptions for Jews and Arabs. 
Cultural activities in the western part of the city also come under the 
cultural center of the embassy in Tel-Aviv, whereas cultural activities 
on the West Bank are handled by American Funds which are also active in 
Arab countries. The Jerusalem consulate is also involved in welfare ac- 
tivities for refugees (via UNRWA). 


The higher the tension between Israel and West Bank citizens, the greater 
the difference in reports between the Jerusalem consulate and the Tel-Aviv 
embassy. The mere existence of the consulate is frowned upon by the em- 
bassy, and ever since 1967 there was a certain amount of tension between 
the two. Recently, the Americans have been trying for more cooperation 
between the embassy and the consulate. The general consul of the United 
States in Jerusalem, Mr Brandon (Grove), regularly participates in staff 
meetings at the embassy. But in spite of the personal friendship between 
Ambassador Lewis and Brandon (Grove) there still is some tension between 
the embassy and the consulate. 


Most of the consulate workers live in the eastern part of Jerusalem. Some 
of them, in the past as well as in the present, have been known for their 
definite pro-Arab tendencies (this attracted special attention upon the 
firing of deputy consul Alexandra Johnson who leaked reports of what was 
published as systematic torture of Palestinian prisoners in Israel). The 
present general consul, Brandon (Grove), is trying to balance the attitude 
toward the western part of the city and has gradually strengthened ties 
with Israel. In spite of these attempts and coordination between the en- 
bassy and the consulate, it does not seem as if the delicate balance be- 
tween the American representatives in Tel-Aviv and Jerusalem will change 
much, since each of them is differently oriented. One toward Israel, and 
the other--basically--toward the Palestinians. 
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ISRAEL 


SYRLAN, PLO MOVES IN LEBANON ANALYZED 
Tel Aviv HATZOFEH in Hebrew 25 Jul 80 pp 3, 9 


[Article by Dr Naftali BEilati: “Syria, PLO Confront Christian Civil War 
in Lebanon" |] 


|Text| Following the bloody struggler of the Christians in the land of the 
cedars, and the Phalangist victory of Jumayyil, the PLO is accusing the 
Mhalangists of planning to establish a christian state to be linked to 
Major Hadad in south Lebanon. This is to be accomplished with the aid of 
Israel. They are not yet speaking of an independent Christian state, but 
rather of the convening of a legislative convention to reformulate the 
administrative structure of the Christian regions of Lebanon. In the 
opinion of the PLO, these circumstances will necesearily lead to the 
creation of a Christian state in Lebanon. 


On the other hand, the Syrians are silent. It is possible that they are 
satisfied with the developing situation, which will ultimately lead to the 
disintegration of Lebanon into Muslim, Christian, and Druse regions, to 
which the Syrians are not opposed to giving autonomy. Lebanon will be 
eliminated, and all of these communities will become inseparable parts of 
greater Syria. 


It should be noted that Syria never agreed to the creation of the country 

ot Lebanon by the French after World War 1. Syria viewed it as an inseparable 
part of the country called "palestine," which, in the Syrian view, is south 
Syria. Of course, Syria would be opposed to the creation of an independent 
Christian state within Lebanon. 


The PLO is not interested in the disintegration of Lebanon, for it holds 

today a strong position within that country. The PLO also remembers the 

blows which it received from the Syrians at the start of the Lebanese civil 
war. Therefore, the PLO is opposed to any action by the Christians which 
could lead to the disintegration of Lebanon. In its opinion, the creation 

of a national council of Christians, which would deal wih military, 
administrative, and social problems, would be the first step towards the 
creation of an independent Christian state. Therefore, ‘Arafat has proclaimed 
the enlistment of 40,000 Palestinians in Lebanon to crush the Phalangist 
initiative. 0 














The question is asked: la it true that the Phalangist intend to create 

an independent Christian state after the Pope and Weatern countries rejected 
such an initiative during the Lebanese civil war? Not even all Lebanese 
Christians are united on thie isaue. In spite of the Phalangist victory 

over the militias of Sham'un, there is still ferment within the Christian 
community between the groups of Sham'um and those of former president Franjiyyah. 


During the bloody civil war, the question was raised: Why had the Vatican 
remained silent in the face of the killing of the members of its Christian 
flock in Lebanon, particularly when che Pope had taken such an interest in 
what was occurring in Lebanon? 


What was the position of the Vatican and the Christian countries of Western 
Rurepe’? It is known that the Vatican was very interested in what was occurring 
in Lebanon. After World War I, it demanded the end of the French protectorate 
over Christians in the Middle East. Since then, the popes have considered 
themselves responsible for the fate of Christians in the region, especially 

in Lebanon. The Vatican has been concerned that the peace of Lebanon should 
not be upset by Israel, because severe upsets in Lebanon could cause its 
collapse, in terms of the existing balance of power. The Muslims would 

seize control, and the Christians and Maronites would suffer severely. 


When Abba Eban, former [Israeli foreign minister, visited Pope Paul VI more 
than a decade ago, he was receivedwith all of the honor appropriate to the 
representative of a sovereign nation, in spite of the fact that his visit was 
described as a private one. We do not have many details regarding this visit, 
for the foreign minister did not reveal much regarding his discussions with 
the pope. But from reports of his impressions at the time, we know that the 
meeting dealt primarily with the integrity of Lebanon. Mr Eban said: 
"America knows that we favor respect for the independence of Lebanon, and 

we have no desire to intervene in its internal affairs. What is important 

to us is that Kiryat Shmoneh not be shelled." 


And yet, why did the Pope not make his voice heard during the Lebanese 
civil war, on behalf of the Christians, and why did he not support the idea 
of the creation of an independent Christian state? 


In Rome, it was explained the Pope Paul VI was not at all enthusiastic 
about the establishment of a Christian state in the Middle East at this time. 
ntil World War I, there was an autonomous Christian district in Lebanon, 
under Ottoman rule, but with specific protection by France. It was known 
that if there were any disorders and the Christians suffered as a result 
of them, the French army would come and reimpose order. This is not the 
situation today, with the flowering of Arab nationalism and wealthy Arab 
nations. If a Christian state were created today, its situation would be 
similar to that of Israel; all of the Arabs surrounding it would want to 
destroy it, and would hate it as they do Israel. Therefore, the Vatican 
feels that it is better to find a respectable settlement in Lebanon, even 
if the Chrittians have to give up some of their privileges. Such a 
settlement would be more effective than a small state with many troubles. 
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Now, under pressure of the Syrian army which has camped in Lebanon, a 
settlement has been found which does not leave the Christians their privileges, 
not does it give any advantage to the Muslims, The parliament is to be half 
Christian and half Muslim, instead of the past arrangement of six Christians 
to five Muslims. The presidency of the country would remain in the hands of 
the Christians, but the president would not have to be a Maronite, as he had 
to be before. The Vatican, which is a realistic policy maker, pressured the 
Christians to accept this, for it wanted to prevent a new flash point, a 
Christian state, which would arouse the Arab world and cause tension between 
Muslims and Christians throughout the world, especially at a time when the 
Pope was seeking a rapprochement with Muslims, Western countries as well, 
which are interested in good relations with the Arabs, accepted this approach. 
Thus, the establishment of a Christian state in Lebanon was put aside during 
the Lebanese civil war. 


On the other hand, with the entry of our troops into south Lebanon, in spite 

of the fact that they were received with joy by the Christian Phalangist 
commanders, the Pope hastened to openly condemn Israel. John Paul II expressed 
his deep concern about actions of the IDF in Lebanon. 


Nevertheless, it is known that the Christians have never completely given 
up the idea of a partition of Lebanon, and therefore, it is no surprise 
that the idea has resurfaced. 


When the short civil war broke out in Lebanon in 1956, President Eisenhower 
sent the marines there to restore order. France also announced then that 

it would send forces there to restore order, but, as things worked out, it 
was unnecessary. The U.S. then announced that it would tolerate no assault 

on the integrity of Lebanon. Western European countries joined this announce- 
ment. Even Arab countries were in favor of the preservation of the integrity 
of Lebanon, and were opposed to a greater Syria, which would mean the 
annexation of Lebanon to Syria. 


Three Arab summit conferences have been held to end the long civil war in 
Lebanon. Two of them were held outside of the borders of Lebanon, in Cairo 
and Riadh, and the third in Beirut. 


At the Cairo conference, it was decided to send an inter-Arab force to 

Lebanon to save the PLO from Syrian control. The Syrians had persecuted 

the PLO and killed many of its people. Iraq, which is controlled by a 

leftist Ba'athist regime like Syria, sent troops to the Syrian border in 

order to weaken any Syrian advance in Lebanon. But the Syrians were not 
deterred, for they were assured of Saudi aid. The zealous Saudi king supported 
the suppression of the terrorists just as he later supported the Syrians 

in suppressing the "infidel Christians" in Lebanon. 


The Second summit conference, which was held in the Saudi capital of Riadh, 
dealt with the same issues which had been discussed at the Cairo conference 
earlier, namely how to save Lebanon, which meant how to save the terrorists, 
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from Syrian influence, Saudi Arabia at tirst supported the Syrians in 
suppressing the terrorists. but after Syria established its control over 
the terrorists in Lebanon, Saudi Arabia withdrew this support. For if the 
PLO would be dependent exclusively upon Syria, then leftist Syria would 
have a free hand to attack other moribund royal regimes, Even the Persian 
shah shared this opinion, 


The Beirut conference was the only one at which there was serious discussion 
of ending the Lebanese civil war. At the two earlier conferences, nothing 
was said about Israel, for it was not a factor in the war between the Syrians 
and the terrorists. This was not so at the Beirut conference, where Israel 
was explicitly accused of arming the Christians against the Syrians. 


indeed, not only the Arabs, but the West as well accused Israel of aiding 
the Christians in their fight against the terrorists. The U.S. appealed 

to Israel to stop its support of the Christians and said indirectly that 
Israel was interested in a war between the Christians and the Syrians. The 
French foreign minister, Louis de Goringeaut, openly accused Israel of 
aidiny the Christians with weapons, so as to bog down the Syrian army in 
Lebanon, while Israel was negotiating with its other neighbor, Egypt. 





With the Dying down of fighting in Lebanon, the Christian leaders realized 

that they had no alternative but to accept the yoke of Syria, with the new 
president, Sarkis, being convenient to the Syrians. Their concern was to 
continue the non-granting of citizenship to the Palestinian refugees, so 

as not to upset the ethnic balance, The Christians once had a majority in 
Lebanon, and, on that basis, they had received a special position in the 
national convenant of 1943. But today, this position is no longer realistic, 
and if the situation persists, the Christians will become a minority ‘a 
Lebanon. Even a man of compromise, like Sarkis, is not ready for that. 

With the decline of their real power, the Christians have begun to demonstrate 
a Western Christian culture, knowing that they are no longer their own masters, 
that the Syrians control, and that it is better to make a compromise with 

them. This was in addition to the fact that there was no peace between the 
Christians themselves, and there was a kind of rivalry between factions among 
them as to who would win the favors of the Syrians. This explains the many 
journeys to Damascus, started by former President Franjiyyah, who was embroiled 
with the Phalangists. His trip was followed by that of former President Sham'um, 
the head of the liberal Christians, and Jumayyil, the head of the Phalangists. 
the lack of unity among Christians was also evident during the civil war. 

They did not fight together in joint forces against the common enemy. They 

did not function as an organized body, but rather each Christian militia 

tought alone, in its own region, to defend its own strongholds, which caused 
the gradual collapse of the Christian front. 


There were differences in the Christians approach to the terrorists and the 
Syrians, in addition to their struggle for primacy, which the Phalangists 
demanded for themselves. The National Liberal Party, headed by Sham'um, 

was opposed to any compromise with the terrorists and the Syrians, at a 

time when many Phalangists were in favor of compromises with the terrorists, 
and particularly with the Syrians, who had promised them not to annex 
Lebanon into Syria. 
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Moreover, the Christians, intending to get closer to Syria, began attacks 
against Israel. More than once they used gross expressions against it, in 
particular Bashir Jumayyil, the son of the Phalangist leader. 


Thus one can understand the Syrian silence, for they may favorably view the 
Phalangist victory over the militias of Sham'um, in that Phalangist plans to 
convene a legislative council are viewed by them as a thrust towards autonomy, 
which is not opposed by Syria. 


This is not the case with the PLO which is unhappy with the coming together 
between the Phalangists and Syrian President Assad. They also suspect the 
Phalangists of seeking to partition Lebanon and to establish a Christian 
state, This explains the sharp responses of Yasi' ‘Arafat to the Phalangists. 
Are we facing an armed clash between the PLO and che Phalangists in the near 
future? 


In response to the announcement by the Phalangist commander Bashir Jumayyil 
that he has 40,000 troops at his disposal, ‘Arafat announced the enlistment 
of 40,000 PLO people, and said that the Phalangists are working together 
with Israeli Chief of Staff Eytan to strike a blow at the terrorists and 

to trap them in a pincer movement from the north and south. He intends to 
be ready for this attack. 


In any case, it is unclear as to whether ‘Arafat intends to attack the 
Christian Phalangists in the near future. To date, the Syrian position is 
unclear, but it is said that the Syrians are happy with the Phalangist victory 
over the National Liberal Christians. 
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ISRAEL 


TRADE DEFICIT DECLINES SLIGHTLY 
Tel Aviv HA'ARETZ in Hebrew 14 Jul 80 p 2 
lArticle: "Trade Deficit Declines By Thy e Percent") 


[Text] In the first half of 1980, the trade deficit totaled $1.315 billion, 
as opposed to $1.399 billion during the same period last year. This 3 percent 
decline in the trade deficit stems from a $587 million increase (29 percent) 
in net exports and $540 million increase (16 percent) in net imports. 


These figures, which are seasonally adjusted, and do not include ships, planes 
and diamonds, show that the trade deficit in the first half of the year was 
lower by 5 percent than the average of the second half of 1979. In the first 
half of the year, net imports of goods totaled $4 billion--a rise of 16 percent 
compared to the same period last year. The value of fuel amounts to 30 percent 
of the imports for this period, compared to 18 percent of imports for the 
whole year of 1979. Without fuel, the value of imports in the first half of 
the year was lower by 14 percent than the level of the second half of 1979, 





From detailed summaries by the Central Bureau of Statistics of the first half 
of the year, it is apparent that in imports of consumer products in the first 
half of 1980, there was a decline of 18 percent from the average of 1979. 
Particularly prominent is the decline in imports of vehicles for private use, 
whose average level in 1979 was more than double that recorded for the first 
6 months of this year. 


In the first half of the year, there was a substantial rise in the value 
of fuel imports. They totaledmore than 1.2 billion dollars, compared to 1.3 
billion dollars for all ot 1979. 


The import of input for production, excluding diamouds and fuel, declined 
by 10 percent compared to last year's average. The import level of capital 
goods (not including ships and planes) declined an average of 6 percent in 
the first half of 1980, compared to the monthly average of 1979. 


In the first half of this year, net exports of goods totaled $2.65 billion, 

a rise of 29 percent compared to the same period last year. Industrial exports, 
excluding diamonds, rose by 36 percent, exports of diamonds by 19 percent, 

and agricultural exports by 15 percent. 


In the value of the monthly average of exports, not including ships, planes 
and diamonds, and with seasonal adjustments, there was recorded a rise of 
13 percent in the first half of the year, compared to the average for the 
same period of last year. 


7075 75 
CSO: 4802 





ISRAEL 


SHALE OLL PRODUCTION CRITICIZED 
Tel Aviv HA'ARETZ in Hebrew 14 Jul 80 p 3 


[Article: “Reservations Expressed Regarding Economic Feasibility of Shale 
Oil Production in Negev"] 


(Text] Yesterday, MK Yosef Rom challenged the economic feasibility of produc- 
tion of oil from shale which has been discovered in the Negev by conventional 
means. Prof Rom, who serves as a member of the faculty and research staff 

in aeronautical engineering at the Technion, developed together with 

Prof Yosef Schwartz and Dr Yisrael Alterman, an idea for a new method in 

the production of gas a liquid fuel from shale by means of laser beams. 


In response to the announcement of the discovery of large reserves of oil 
shale in the Negev and the intention of producing from them liquid fuel by 
conventional means to be purchased from abroad, Prof Rom said that these 
methods have proven to be more complicated and expensive and will require 
the investment of billions of dollars, as compared to new methods developed 
in the world, including the method developed at the Technion, which are 
cheaper and simpler to implement. 


In explanation of the method developed at the Technion, it was said that 

the production of fuel from oil shale by means of laser beams saves the effort 
of crushing and moving the shale from place to place. The price of the laser 
for kindling the shale is relatively cheap and more efficient, and there is 

a by-product of this method--gas, the burning of which can also be used to 
produce energy. 


The new idea is based on penetrating the ground with the laser beam through 

a small drilling which is made first into the shale area. A beam is sent 
through the drilling, by way of a thin pipe and a system of mirrors, which 
kindle the walls of the drilling in the area of the oil shale. Air is sent 
through the pipe to cool the laser mirrors and bank the fire which is kindled. 
It is possible to control this flame and to bring it to a force sufficient to 
maintain combustion, without burning up most of the organic material. 
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LSRAEL 


NEW TAX RATES ANNOUNCED 
fel Aviv HA'ARETZ in Hebrew 14 Jul 80 pl 


|\Article: “Government Authorizes the Updating of Tax Rates Four Times In 
(me Year" |} 


\Text| The government confirmed yesterday the proposal by the finance 
minister to update tax rates in accordance with the rise in the index four 
times per year instead of twice a year, which had been the practice until 
now. Today, the finance minister will submit to the Knesset the proposed 
law for amending the Income Tax schedule. 


The updating of the tax rates was agreed upon within the framework of new 
wage agreements. It will be applied to wages for July, when the tax rates 
will be raised by 22.3 percent, 


~~ new tax rates are: 


mn a wage of 22,500 lira per month, income tax will be paid at a rate of 
ercent (as opposed to 18,400 lira until now). 


1 wage of 22,500-41,200 lira per month, tax will be paid at a rate of 


. percent (sa oppose d rn cP 01-39 ,800 lira until now). 
" a wage of 41,201-468,700 lira, tax will be paid at a rate of 45 percent 
is opposed to 33,/01-39,80 Sic] lira wtil now, 


| wae f 48,/01-63,/700 lira, tax will be paid at a rate of °Vv percent 
, ed 1 99 .801-52,000 lira until now), 


wage i more than 63,800 lira, tax will be paid at a rate of 60 percent 


p ea tk 2,000 lira until now). 
vw. there ha een no decision regarding credits and aliocations for 
on, © tinance minister, Yigael Hurwitz, announced that the matter 


wil hye sed iff he econonm) committee. 
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ISRAEL 


SUPERCONDUCTOR DISCOVERED AT HEBREW UNIVERSITY 
lel Aviv DAVAR in Hebrew 1/7 Jul 80 p 9 
[Article: "Organic Material As Superconductor" | 


rText Researchers at the Hebrew University in Jerusalem has discovered 
that certain organic materials, under special pressure and temperature 
conditions, can be used as superconductors. 


fhe best materials for conducting electricity are usually metals, which are 
non-organic materials, while organic materials are insulators. But in 1973, 
it was discovered in the U.S, that an organic material was a good conductor 
at intermediate temperatures, On the basis of this discovery, a theory was 
developed by Prof Meir Vagar and Prof Khanokh Gottfreund of the faculty of 
Natural Seilences at the Hebrew University. According to this theory, when 
these materials are subjected to high pressure, they become superconductors, 
meaning that they have almost no electrical resistance and conduct electricity 
with no loss of energy, Like metals which become superconductors when they 
ire cooled to temperatures approaching absolute zero. In 1976, the two 
researchers, in collaboration with researchers from other countries, succeeded 
in making an organic material into a good conductor at the lowest termperatures. 
january of this year, they proved that the material becomes a superconductor 
when, in addition to the deep freeze, it is also subjected to pressure of 
12,000 atmospheres. 


Presently, this discovery has no practical ramifications. The organic material 
involved appears in the form of small crystals 1 millimeter long with a 
liameter of O.1 millimeters. It is a poisonous substance which is both 
expensive and difficult to produce. But it is very valuable in studying the 
properties of other materials. It has proven, among other things, that 
researchers in the physics of materials--a relatively new area--can today 
predict various physical phenomena even before they have been proven through 
exper iment 
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MILITARY EQUIPMENT SUPERTOR TO ANY IN WEST CLAIMED 
Tel Aviv HA'ARETZ in Hebrew 30 Jul 80 p 7 


\Article: “Israel Has Sophisticated Weapons Which Cannot Be Found Any- 
where Else in the West") 


(Text] The Engineering Corps of the IDF now has some equipment that can 
be found in no other army in the Western world. These weapons enable it 
to overcome many hurdles. The statement was made on 29 Jul by the chief 
of the Engineering Corps, Brig Gen Avishay Katz, at a news conference of 
military reporters which was held on the occasion of Engineering Corps 
Day which had been scheduled for 5 Aug. The occasion marked the 28th 
anniversary of the corps. It also marked the cease-fire day of the War 
of Attrition. 


The Fngineering Corps is actually undergoing a substantive change in its 
operational organization for the coming years. The change is intended to 
enable the IDF more mobility and maneuverability in both defense and of- 
fense. This is based on the concept of small units which are closely in- 
tegrated with armored units and infantry and are capable of cutting 
through enemy lines under fire. Tasks as these will be performed with 
less soldiers and with increased utilization of modern equipment. 


Multi Purpose Weapons 


The array of future war equipment will be multi-purpose in nature and 

fast. The two new items which were announced for the first time are a mul- 
ti-purpose armored half-truck and a multi-purpose tow truck. The two 
increase the fighting capability of the engineering units and reduce their 
dependence on anyone else. The engineering tow truck is capable of towing, 
under field conditions, any war equipment, such as equipment for cutting 
through enemy lines, mines, fortifications etc. 


The Engineering Corps continues to develop equipment for cutting through 
enemy lines, in addition to a new mining system which makes it possible 
to lay a mine field faster than before. 
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JORDAN 


FEASLBLLITY OF NEW BANKS, DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS EXAMINED 
Amman AL=DUSTUR in Arabic 21 Jun 80 p 6 


(interview with Dr Wahib Jamal al-‘Alami, Director of the Association of 
Banks in Jordan by Muhammad Abu Ghawash: "Association Supports Central 
Bank's Policy of Not Establishing New Banks; Commercial Banks Being En- 
couraged To Shoulder Burden of Financing Public Treasury and Development 
Projects”) 


(Text) Dr Wahib Jamal al-‘Alami, director of the Association of Banks in 
Jordan said, "The association supports the present policy of the Jordanian 
Central Bank of not encouraging the establishment of new Jordanian commer- 
cial banks and not allowing foreign banks to open new branches in the king- 
dom. The reason is that the size and number of commer:ial banks currently 
doing business in the kingdom is considered adequate (co seet the require- 
ments of economic and financial activity.” 


in an interview with AL-DUSTUR Dr al-‘Alami said, “We support the restruc- 
turing of credit terme which favor production sectors at the expense of 
the services sector.” 


Regarding the role banks played in serving development, he said, “Banks 

have played an effective and a pioneering role in supporting the process 

of economic development. They also invested part of their funds to sup- 
rt a number of economic projects and lend them funds. 


al-'Alami advocated that a standard market be established for foreign 
irrency dealings without discriminating between banks and individuals 
that are Licensed to carry out currency exchange operations. 


text of the interview follows: 
uestion Can you give us information about the process of establishing 
mm S8e0ciation of banks in Jordan with regard to its goals, its business 
umd ite ectivities? What can such an association offer to strengthen 
banking and economic activity? 











\Anewer) The establishment of the Association of banks in Jordan was a 
result of the development that the banking sector in the kingdom has ex- 
perienced in the past [few] years. The need emerged for the establishment 
of a professional association that would work for the achievement of har- 
mony and progress in banking activity. [It would establish] a spirit of 
cooperation and understanding among the mewbers by coordinating efforts 
with the Central Bank of Jordan, 


There were eight banks doing business in the kingdom late in 1970, The 
credit they had extended by the end of that year came to 46 million dinars. 
Their total assets and liabilities amounted to 76 million dinars, At 
present, however, the number of banks doing business in the kingdom is 19, 
and this includes the Housing Bank. The credit these banks had extended 
by the end of the first quarter of 1980 totaled 498 million dinars. Their 
total assets and liabilities amounted to 667 million in the same period. 
in addition, the Jordanian Banking Agency includes five organizations 
other than the Housing Bank which specializes in loans. Among the most 
prominent factors which led to the development of the Jordanian Banking 
Ageney are the economic and social development of Jordan under a free eco- 
nomic system and a suitable economic and social climate under stable eco- 
nomic, social and political conditions. The development of the Jordanian 
Banking Agency is also attributed to the state's inclination to implement 
national development projects and to the cooperation of public and private 
sector efforts in the effort to implement new economic projects. 


Letablishing the Association 


Dr al-‘Alami says, “The Association of Banks in Jordan was established in 
Detobes 1978 as an ordinary association in accordance with the provisions 
f the Law of Associations and Socia’ Agencies. The charter members of 
the association, consisting of representatives of banks doing business in 
the kingdom and organizations specializing in loans and cooperating with 
the Central Bank of Jordan, set down the by-laws of the association. in 
tober of the same year five [representatives] from the member banks 
that are doing business [in the kingdom) were elected to the board of 
lirectors. in forming the board of directors consideration was given to 
the fact that the board was to include representatives of foreign banks 


wnese prirc ipa, ffices are locatea outside the kingdom. Board member- 
ip was restricted to one J-year term. The bylaws of the association 
tipuiated that «a representative of the Central Bank participate as an 
‘server in the meetings of the general assembly d the board of direc- 
This was intended to achieve harmony anc peration between the 
wuthority represented by the Central Sank of Jordan and the 
nk system represented by the Assoc‘ation of Banks in Jordan.” 
tiv i‘ ss iat n 
brbal » "Al ami. tra sirect< of the association adds, “2 stay in 
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of the profession and to provide the best representation for it, espe- 
cially after the banking base was broadened and because organizing bank 
representation is important, the association did realize a number of ac- 
tivities that were directly related to banking activity in the kingdom, 
The association established a etandard fee for banking services that in- 
cluded a determination of the commissions and the interest that banks 
must receive from their clients in return for credit extended by these 
banks to their clients, [The standard fee also determined) the interest 
banks pay their clients on their deposits. The association's purpose 

in setting this fee was to standardize and regulate banks’ revenues from 
commissions and interest so as to achieve what is in the public interest 
and to re .ige justice for banks and their clients. The Central Bank of 
jordan declared this fee in the form of instructions it issued. Imple- 
mentation of these instructions was begun early in 1980. Setting a 
standard fee for banking services is considered a major achievement in 
developing banking activity and in strengthening confidence in the Jor- 
danian Banking system. 


"The association established principles for granting credit over 500,000 
dinars. Al) banks doing business in the kingdom are to be bound by these 
principles when they extend credit so as to achieve one of the objectives 
of the soctety: that of working to develop and to modernize the methods 
of performing banking services. These principles included [the follow- 
ing |: 


"No client is to be granted direct credit in excess of a total of 150,000 
dinars unless this is done on the basis of a budget signed by a certified 
public accountant. 


‘No client is to be granted direct credit in excess of 50,000 dinars un- 
less this is done on the basis of a budget that has been endorsed on the 


basis of authentic financial data." 


rv al-'Alami says that he deduces from the previous principles the fact 


that the association was seeking to develop the methods of business not 
miy in the banking field, but also in all aspects of economic activity 
so that all economic projects can adhere to sound accounting principles 
with regard to keeping orderly accounts. This is because a proper ac- 


unting system is considered a basic cornerstone in the management of 


° : mi proje tsa, 


he Association of Banks, in its capacity as a representative of licensed 
particlpates in meetings that are held to study and approve matters 
1 geners economic and financial nature. The association does part! 
pate, f xample, in the meetings of the trade sector's new 5-Year Plan 
ition of Banks presented a complete study to the Ministry of 


’ yout the problems which public and private organizations and 











juint stock corporations, and especially banks, face with regard to the 
provisions and applications of the present Income Tax Law and the effect 
it has on thelr business and their activities. The government gave con- 
siderable attention to the suggestions and recommendations that were 

mide in this memorandum, The government decided to draft a new income 
tax bill which would take note in its provisions of the stage of economic 
and social development Jordan was experiencing. [The new income tax bill 
would be drafted) for the purpose of continuing the course and pursuing 
progress, development and prosperity on the desired level, 


In the first half of January of this year a meeting of representatives 
of the private sector took place. It was chaired by his exceilency the 
prime minister who proposed a number of basic questions that provided 
support for the course of Jordanian society. [The proposals were made} 
to achleve more of the reasons for comprehensive progress and to univer- 
salize social justice in Jordan. His excellency then expressed his de- 
sire to open channels for dialogue and interaction with the people by 
offering suggestions that specify accentuating the positive and eschew- 
ing the negative in the general course so that the national economy can 
be turned towards a comprehensive development wherein the role of the 
private sector would interface with that of the public sector. On the 
basis of the ideas his excellency proposed, the association cooperated 
with the Jordanian Chamber of Commerce and with the Amman Chamber of In- 
dustry in submitting a joint memorandum on the role of the private sector 
in the Jordanian economy and its participation in economic and social 
development. The memorandum included several suggestions to strengthen 
e [process of] launching the economic course. A subsequent meeting was 
veld, and it was chaired by his excellency last May. His excellency 
focused on the necessity of making suggestions in the context of the 
goals of increasing production; creating new work opportunities; utiliz- 
ing the methods of modern technology; helping to reduce the cost of liv- 
ing; allocating a large amount of credit to production projects; making 
efforts to attract funds from abroad; encouraging savings and directing 
funds in savings towards production; encouraging the banking sector to 
contribute to the activity of the contractors’ sector; and making an ef- 


fort t ntrol inflation and to guide consumption. Accordingly, the 
issociation is presently engaged in composing a memorandum that includes 
these suggestions. 
Question’ Would you comment on the fact that new commercial banks are 
not being allowed to open and on the fact that investment banks are being 
‘uraged 
\nswer) The Association of Banks supports the Central Bank's current 
iiey encouraging the establishment of new Jordanian commercial 
‘Ks and not allowing foreign banks in the kingdom to open new branches 
nless there is an economic advantage for doing so. This is because the 
ze and number of commercial banks presently doing business in the king- 


m al nsidered sufficient for the requirements of economic and finan- 
ial activity. The association also supports the Central Bank's policy 











of permitting the licensing of non-commercial banks doing business in 
credit and specialized investment, whether they are Arab or foreign banks, 
considering that the operations of these financial establishments are 
confined to financing corporations and making contributions to the capital 
of existing corporations as well as offering them mid-term and long-term 
loans. It is known that there are several credit organizations at present 
doing their business in the kingdom, But there still is a need for spe- 
clalized financial establishments making efforts to provide financial sup- 
port tor economic development projects. The association has been trying 
to amend its bylaws to enable these establishments to join the association 
as members because among their objectives is that of pursuing the business 
licensed banks or practicing any part of this business, especially accept- 
ing deposits and granting loans. 


[Question] What do you think about credit terms and the scale of allocat- 
ing a greater volume of credit to production projects? 


[Answer] The volume of credit is tied to several factors among which are 
the general level of economic activity, the establishment of new projects 
and the estimated volume of annual spending for projects of the national 
development plan. In addition, the Central Bank has directions on regulat- 
ing the quantity of loans and credit in accordance with the monetary and 
financial policy of the Central Bank. 


When we look into the development of credit, we notice that there is a 
noticeable annual increase in the volume of this credit. But the rate of 
this increase varies from one year to the other. For example, credit for 
1970, 1975 and 1979 amounted to 46 million, 121 million and 463 million 
dinars, respectively. This is an indication of the large rate of increase 
in credit extended to all economic sectors. 


Regarding the distribution of credit to the economic sectors by the end of 
March 1980, one notes that the construction sector has taken possession 

‘f 31.8 percent [of the total credit]. The construction sector is follow- 
ed by the general trade sector at a rate of 30.5 percent and by the indus- 
try and mining sector at a rate of 13.5 percent. The remaining economic 
sectors have taken possession of 24.2 percent of the total credit. This 
indicates that the construction and foreign trade sectors still have 
relative primary importance in total credit. This is due to the structure 
of the Jordanian economy as a growing economy. 


Dr al-‘Alami says, ‘Inasmuch as we support the redistribution of credit 


in favor of the production sectors at the expense of the services sectors, 

we think that this can be done through the close interaction between pri- 

vate and public sector efforts to create new economic projects, expand 

the industrial base in general and carry out a new study of the structure 
lordan's balance of trade so that a policy may be established to pro- 


vide general guidelines for an imports policy. 











"Finally, we believe that commercial banks are prepared to provide the 
monetary funding of our production projects by creating economic projects 
that are feasible and successful." 


[Question] To what extent have banks contributed to the process of eco- 
nomic development in Jordan? 


[Answer] The interaction of banks in Jordan with the national development 
plans emerged in the effort that was made to achieve the following goals: 


The effort to encourage and accumulate national savings and steer them 
towards production. 


[The effort to] attract funds from abroad to finance the numerous develop- 
ment projects. 


The loans of bank groups and the assignment of loans to economic projects. 


In the area of making an effort to encourage and enlist national savings 
and in order to make the effort to absorb part of the liquid funds in the 
national economy as a means of controlling inflation, banks worked on ex~ 
panding their services geographically by means of opening more branches 
in numerous cities and population centers, and especially those that have 
been experiencirg good economic and social development. The number of 
bank branches doing business in the kingdom now approaches 120. 


[In addition, banks have complied with the instructions of the Jordanian 
Central Bank to amend the interest rate structure on deposits so as to 
attract more deposits in savings accounts. Statistics show that deposits 
in savings accounts had grown at good rates at the expense of growth in 
checking accounts. The ratio of deposits in savings accounts to those in 
checking accounts rose from 41 percent in 1975 to 61 percent in 1978 and 
to 64 percent in 1979. The improvement in the rate of deposits in savings 
accounts, which is congruent with the requirements of the 5-Year Develop- 
ment Plan, led to the banking system expanding its perticipation in mid- 
term and long-term development financing operations. 


With regard to soliciting funds from abroad, part of surplus Arab funds, 
and especially the surplus funds of Arab oil countries, have been secured 
for investment in local development projects since numerous industrial, 


mining, tourist anu construction companies have becn established with 
joint Jorcanian-Arab capital. Besides, a number of banks and financial 
ompanies have also been established with joint capital. 
ie wise monetary policy which the Jordanian Central Bank has been follow- 
ing had a major effect in increasing foreign currency bank deposits ob- 
tained from funds Jordanians working abroad, as well as non-Jordanians, 


leposit in Jordan's banks. 











Dr al-'Alami adds, "Banks played an effective and a pioneering role | 
strengthening the process of economic development in che kingdom for ..- 
dustrial, tourist, housing and transportation projects by means of organiz- 
ing joint banking syndicates to offer monetary funding for these projects 
in the form of long-term loans. This method of funding is considered to 
be a good step for enlisting local financial resources to fund major eco- 
nomic projects instead of [resorting to] foreign sources whose financial 
cost is considerable. A number of loans has been offered through such 
syndicates, including a loan for the Cement Plant Company; a loan for the 
Jordanian Company for Manufacturing Lime and Bricks; a loan for the Arab 
Company for Manufacturing Aluminum; a loan for the Jordanian Hotel and 
Tourist Company; and a loan for the Capital City Reconstruction Corpora- 
tion and others. 


"In addition, banks invested part of their funds to secure some economic 
projects and provide them with loans. For example, banks secured the 
loan to the Cement Plants Company and to other companies." 


{Question} What suggestions do you have for giving banks a greater role 
in the course of development? 


[Answer] I would like to mention here some suggestions that may be adopt- 
ed in monetary and credit policy to give development a stronger push and 
give banks doing business in the kingdom greater participation in it: 


--Establishing one market for foreign currencies without discriminating 
between banks and licensed money changers. 


--Tying interest rates to general economic conditions so that they may 
respond quickly and with flexibility to these conditions and to needs. 
Bonks are to be encouraged to compete so as to attract deposits for the 
purpose of encouraging savings. 


--Encouraging commercial banks to bear the burden of funding the public 
treasury and funding development projects by means of investing in trea- 
sury notes and increasing the interest paid on these notes. 


--Allowing insurance companies and tourist companies which receive a 
portion of their revenues in foreign currency to deposit these revenues 
in the banking system. 
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JORDAN 


OPPRESSIVE CONDITIONS EXIST IN PALESTINIAN REFUGEE CAMP 
Amman AL=DUSTUR in Arabic 3 Jul 80 p 10 


{Text] Al-Zarqa' camp is one of the oldest camps in existence since the 

1948 disaster. It originally contained a number of tents pitched next to 

the city of al-Zarqa' which, was at the time, was a small town where residents 
knew one another. The city itself expanded and its population and area 
increased, But the camp remained as it was. There was no increase in its 
area or development, The city grew; its streets were organized and received 
adequate and positive attention. But the camp did not develop. The only 
thing that happened to it was that, in time, its tents were transformed 

into mud houses, 


The camp residents complain but no one listens. There are no streets, no 
order and no cleanliness. Because of AL-DUSTUR's continuing interest in 
all groups of citizens in various ai+2as as well as in listening to their 
opinions and complaints, we took a tour inside the camp in order to reveal 
the truth. 


The Camp Entrance 


Despite the narrowness of the entrance to the camp and the many pedestrians 
using it, and due to faulty traffic planning, the entrance has become a 
parking lot for al-Jabal al-Abyad, Hayy Jana'ah and Wadi al-Hajar. This 
small area has become a center of contention for cars and pedestrians, in 
addition to fruit and vegetable stands and other salesmen. As a result, 
this situation creates a safety hazard for all those going in and out of 
the camp. 


The Streets 


There are no streets in the camp. In fact, the roads look iike thev have 
just been dug up, but have not yet been paved. Heaps of dirt and rocks are 
all over them, In fact, they look more like a group of sewers. there is 
an interesting story about the camp's streets with regard to paving them. 
This st. cy began 8 yers ago when, after serious consideration *y those 
responsible for the camp's affairs, it was deemed necessary to pave these 
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roads. In the beginning, each resident had to pay the camp's administration 
50 fils per month from his living allowance. Shop owners had to pay 250 fils 
per month, All this was collected for paving the streets. Two months 

ago, a contract was awarded for this purpose, Yet, only the street leading 
to the schools was paved, 


The camp's streets are another story, They contain very old drainage ditches 
that existed when the camp was established, Of course, these ditches were 
blocked because of the camp's development, although the word development 

does not really apply here, The ditches are causing a hazard that could 
cause children to drown and block traffic. This actually happened last 
winter when 3 ditches were flooded, 


Cleanliness 


What can we say about cleanliness in the camp when there are no streets 
that can contribute to it? Waste water from households forms rivulets in 
the camp. There is a canal in front of every house that empties into the 
sewer, This, in turn, empties into a larger canal, and so on. This 
situation elicits displeasure criticisms from residents and visitors, in 
addition to the health hazards resulting from it. We would lixe the 
al-Zarqa' municipality to apply strict health control measures in the camp, 
which is considered an indivisible part of the al-Zarqa' city and al-Zarqa' 
district. 


What the Residents Say 


For anyone not familiar with the al-Zarqa' camp, there is a 20=-meter wide 
street and a railroad that separate it from al-Zarqa' city. The picture 
looks very different when one moves from the camp across this street to 
al-Zarqa', or vice versa, 


In order to learn more about the camp, it was necessary to conduct the 
following discussions with its residents in an attempt to learn about their 
demands, opinions and protlems, We met with Messrs ‘Abd al-Hadi al-Hallaj 
and Subhi Hamu, 


‘Abd al-Hadi al-Hallaj 


Mr al-Hallaj says: "Streets may be urgently needed, as there are no paved 
reads in the camp. There are piles of sand and grav.l all along the roads, 
and in various areas. During the winter season, this results in our walking 


in deep mud. In the summer, lack of organization and the nonexistence of 
pavement leaves them full of wastes. The cleaning crew in the camp make 
one trip a day to gather garbage and wastes. Lack of health control also 
allows many of the careless camp residents to continuously pour wastewater 
on che streets. Il, therefore, demand more health control and more cleaning 
erews. We also demand that all the roads be paved, as we have each been 
paying 50 fils ver month for 8 years and only one street has been paved. 

We are ready to participate, as much as we can, in the cost of building 
sidewalks and paving the streets." 
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“ubii Hetu 


“Mr. Subhi's opinions did not differ significantly from those of his 
fellow resident, They both agreed on the necessity of establishing mor: 
Cleanliness, increased health control, and he necessity of paving the 
streets and clearing the debris, We further aaded that (ne electricity 
poles do net srevide lighting in many locations, He also mentioned the 
drainage ditches in the @iddie of the streets which afe 4 harate to the 
residents, : 


Ne added that he demands the authorities concerned to offer more care and 
attention to the camp and wished they would visit the camp frequently so 
that they could participate in finding solutions to the problems of the 
camp and ite residents, We aleo demanded increased price control on food 
supplies, a8 the prices in the camp are higher than the set prices. 


The Agency's Position 


After thie tour with the camp residents within the camp's neighborhoods 
and etreete, if they could be called euch, was found it necessary to go 
to the al-Zarqa’ camp manager to get his opinion on these matters and to 
try to identify possible solutions, We were surprised to learn that the 
camp manager declined to comment, saying that camp managers in all areas 
are not allowed to discuss their camp affairs, and that such discussions 
are left to the officials in the agency's headquarters. 


What Next’ 


The questions raised during our tour of the camp and our discussions with 

ite residents remain unanewered, Why are the health condition at such 

low levels’? Why is there neglect and failure’? Chaotic building and construc- 
tion, chaotic organization and chaotic traffic. 


Thies i: an invitation to the al-Zarqa’ general safety committee, the ai-Zarqa’ 
supply directorate and to all the officials who have anything to do with 

the camp to show more concern in the handling of the affaires of this area 
that lacks many services, 


945) 
CSO: 6802 


yi 

















JOWDAN 


JOINT SERVICES COUNCILS TO FINANCE PROJECTS 
Amman AL-RA'Y in Arabic 19 Jun 80 p 2 


{[Article: “Joint Services Councils in al-Balqa' Governorate; Million 
Dinars To Finance Their Projects") 


[Text] AL-SALT--JNA--Mr Dhiyab Yusuf, governor of al-Balqa', has decided 
to begin forming joint services councils in the governorate, in an effort 
coordinated with various departments, to undertake the implementation of 
public services projects that serve groups of close villages. 


This decision was made at a meeting held yesterday morning at the Jor- 
danian Development Center in ‘Alan. The undersecretary of the ministry 
of development participated in the meeting along with the administrative 
governors, the directors of departments in the governorate of al-Balqa’, 
the chief of the Joint Services Councils Division in the ministry of 
mmnicipal, rural and environmental affaires and the chairmen of municipal 
aod rural councils. 


The idea of establishing these councils was explained during this meeting. 
The ministry of municipalities and environmental affairs is trying to forms 
these councile in the various regions of the kingdom as a new way of en- 
suring public services and developing local communities in the villages. 


The governor of al-Balqa', and Engineer ‘Abd-al-Latif al-Hadidi, the chief 
of the Joint Services Councils Division at the ministry of gunicipalities, 
spoke at the meeting about the duties and responsibilities of these coun- 
cils as innovative agencies for organized collective action to serve local 
communities. 


Engineer al-Hadidi stated that a million dollars in revenues from fees 
[collected] on fuels and road transportation during the current year have 
been allocated to finance the projects of these councils. 


The director of the Jordanian Development Center in ‘Alan also presented 


at the meeting the capabilities of the center for strengthening and sup- 
porting the joint services councils in the area of Zay and ‘Alan. 
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here Was @ general discussion at the meeting about the various aspects 
of the business, the functions of the joint services councils and the 
methods of their administrative business. <A decision was made at the end 


of the meeting to begin forming joint services councils in the governorate 
of al-Balqa’. 


The governor decided to ask administrative directors in the governorate to 
put down their recommendations in this regard, each in his area, so that 
an announcement can be made about forming joint services councils for the 
villages that would be selected in the next 2 weeks. 
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JORDAN 


BUDGET FOR AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS MARKETING AGENCY APPROVED 
Amman AL-RA'Y in Arabic 21 Jun 860 p 3 


[Article: "The Budget of the Agricultural Products Marketing Agency; the 
Agency's Organizational Chart for Fiscal Year 1980") 


[Text] The council of ministers has approved the proposed budget for the 
Jordanian Agency for Marketing Agricultural Products and its organiza- 
tional chart for 1980. 


The agency estimates that its current expenses will be 135,655 dinars, 
and estimates that its capital expenditures will be 1,058,690 dinars. it 
estimates that its 1980 revenues will be 1,089,000 dinars, including 
300,000 dinars of local loans. 


Thus, the deficit in the organization's 1980 budget is 105,345 dinars. 


The Bureau of the General Budget had reported the council of ministers’ 
approval of the budget of the Jordanian Agency for Marketing Agricultural 
Products in accordan e with the following principles: 


Revenues: 


A revised estimate of 366,600 dinars for 1979 revenues, and an estimated 
1,151,000 dinars for 1980 revenues. Of this sum, 851,000 dinars are 
agency revenues, and 300,000 dinars are loans. 


Current Expenses: 


The revised estimate of 1979 current expenses was 90,600 dinars; 1980 ex- 
penses were estimated at 93,000 dinars. This is an increase of almost 

3 percent over last year's allocations. It is known that non-essential 
vacant positions were abolished, and other expenses were cut. 


Capital expenditures: Operating expenditures for 1979 were estimated at 
248,000 dinars. Operating expenditures for 1980 (sweet potatoes, pepper 
and other contracts) were estimated at 758,000 dinars. 
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The sum of 300,000 dinars was allocated for the construction of cold 
storage warehouses (using) borrowed funds. Thus, total capital expendi- 
tures for 1980 would be 1,058,000 dinars. 


The Organizational Chart 


The 1980 organizational chart of positions in the Jordanian Agency for 
Marketing Agricultural Products includes the following: 


Promoting classified civil servants and increasing the salaries of un- 
classified civil servants in accordance with the principies that were ap- 
plied to the ministries and governmental departments in the 1980 organi- 
zational chart. 


Abolishing the 11 positions that are vacant in the organizational chart. 
These positions are more than the organization needs. 


Regarding the agency's functions during the current year, the proposed 
budget stated that the agency marketed agricultural products in the king- 
dom and abroad, and that it processed them to the extent this was neces- 
sary for the purpose of marketing then. 


The Agricultural Products Processing Corporation (the tomato plant) pur- 
chases the surplus tomato crop, processes it and markets it. It is known 
that the organization owns 99.9 percent of the corporation's stock. 


The Department of Agricultural Economy in the ministry of agriculture 
issues import or export permits. It is known that Paragraph 1 of Article 
6 of the corporation's Law No 36 for 1972 provides for the following: 
"Drawing up a general and clear marketing policy for imports and exports; 
organizing the marketing and trade of agricultural products in accordance 
with specific tions required by foreign markets; and determining the al- 
lowable varieties and quantities of agricultural products which may be 
exported or imported and the times for exporting and importing then.” 


The Jordan Valley Authority intends to market vegetables and fruits in 
the Jordan Valley. The Jordan Valley Authority has completed construction 
of centers for grading and packaging these agricultural products. These 
centers are now in the exverimental stages. 


The report of the Bureau of the General Budget which has been submitted 
to the prime minister's office stated that several agencies were market- 
ing agricultural products, using devices and incurring administrative 
costs that involved much duplication and expense. This entailed unjusti- 
fiabie expenditures that were made [to achieve] the same objective. 


The Bureau of the General Budget has proposed the formation of a commit- 
tee to be made up of the undersecretary of *h: ministry of agriculture, 
the undersecretary of the ministry of supply, “he first vice president 
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of the Jordan Valley Authority, the director general of the Bureau of the 
General Budget and the director general of the Jordanian Agency for Market~ 
ing Agricultural Products, Committee members will coordinate their ef- 
forts, and they will make recommendations to amend the laws and regulations 
that are necessary to put an end to duplication, to reduce expenditures 

and to improve services. This will affect both the citizen and the trea- 
sury. This committee is to meet as soon as possible 
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DIVLISLON OF AMMAN INTO NINE MUNICIPALITIES PROPOSED 
Amman AL-RA'Y in Arabic 21 Jun 60 p 1 


[Article by Majid ‘Asfur: "Council of Ministers Considers Municipalities 
Bill: City of Amman To Be Divided Into Nine Municipalities; Women To Be 
Given Right To Run for Office and To Vote”) 


[Text] The ministry of municipal, rural and environmental affaires has 
submitted the new Municipalities Bill to the prime minister's office to 
take ite legal course and replace the existing law that was enacted in 
1955. 


Among the reasons given for the new law is the fact that it is suitable 
to the new local government law. Because of the close relationship be- 
tween the two laws, the appropriate provisions must be formulated in such 
a way as to be consistent with the notion of modern management and the 
cultural stage which the country has achieved. 


The new Municipalities Bill is based on broadening the base of popular 
participation, giving women the right to run for office and to vote, and 
removing obstacles that prevent citizens in general from exercising their 
right to run for office and to vote, such as not being taxpayers or prop- 
erty owners. The new Municipalities Bill is also focused on selecting 
the proper person for the position of mayor and on considering the mini- 
mum requirements of academic qualifications that chairmen and members of 
the municipal and rural councils must have. 


The wew law seeks to universalize services. It includes an article which 
stresses the necessity of creating joint services councils by way of es- 
tablishing centers for projects and services which are based on principles 
of modern management, so as to achieve the greatest benefit for the least 
cost. 


The city of Amman is excepted from the election process. Following de- 
tailed studies, the intent is to divide Amman into nine municipalities 
tied to administrative, economic and social jurisdictions. A secretariat 
for the capital would be made up of the nine mayors as well as of other 
officials to be appointed by the council of ministers. 
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As far as educational qualifications are concerned, the law provides that 
mayors in governorates should have a public secondary school certificate; 
that mayors in districts should have a preparatory school certificate; and 
that mayors in the remaining areas should have an elementary school cer- 
tificate. Members of municipal councils must be literate. The council 

of ministers, in accordance with the new law may remove a mayor from of~- 
fice without breaking up the municipal council. The minister of munici- 
palities is to approve the resignation of a member of the municipal coun- 
cil if he finds his reasons for resignation acceptable. However, if the 
minister does not accept the councilman's reason for resigning and the 


councilman insists on it, he is to be deprived of running for office for 
two consecutive terms. 


8592 
CSO: 4802 


98 














JORDAN 


FIVE-YEAR PLAN COMMUNICATIONS PROJECTS FINALIZED 
Amman AL=RA'Y in Arabic 21 Jun 80 p 3 
[Article: "The 5-Year Plan Projects of the Ministry of Communications" ] 


(Text) AL=RA'Y has learned that Dr Muhammad al-Zabin, minister of com- 
munications has completed a study of the ministry's 5-Year plan for 1981- 
1985. He has recommended that the plan be drawn up in its final form. 


The plan includes five principal postal projects. They are: 


--Opening 320 post offices and agencies throughout the kingdom, provided 
thac most new offices and agencies be opened in rural and bedouin areas 
as well as in housing communities that are remote from the postal service 
or do not have full postal services. 


--Expanding the installation of mail boxes that are leased, provided that 
100,000 new mail boxes be installed throughout the kingdom by the end of 
the period of the plan. 


--Introducing a mobile mail service to the southern part of the kingdom 
by means of purchasing 10 special vehicles for that purpose. This project 
[ic being proposed] in the light of the success of an ongoing experiment 
in the district of al-Mafriq. This experiment is [currently] serving 52 
of the district's villages by means of a vehicle that has the essential 
mail services. 


--Developing the postal training center by means of opening branches for 
that center in Irbid, al-Mafriq, Jarash, al-Salat [al-Balqa'], al-Zarqa', 
al-Karak, al-Tafilah, ‘Ajlun, Ma‘an and the north Jordan Valley. 


--A project to develop the Jordanian Postal museum. 
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JORDAN 


NEW TELEPHONE LINES LNAUGURATED, PROJECTS OUTLINED 
Amman AL-DUSTUR in Arabic 2 Jul 80 p 3 


[Text] Dr Muhammad al-Zabin, minister of communications, inaugurated 

17? new telephone lines that provide the following communications: 

6 Jarash-Amman lines, 6 ‘Ajlun-Amman lines, and 5 ‘'Ajlun-Irbid l‘nes. 

The minister said that these new lines, made possible by the microwave 
project, will put a highly effective telephone service into operation, 


In a ceremony for this occasion attended by the Jarash district officer 

and department officers of the district, the minister said that this is one 
of several projects currently in progress to ensure continuous [telephone] 
service that is not subject to weather conditions. 


He pointed out that concentration on the implementation of these projects 
is basically directed toward rural areas and small villages. The purpose 
is to develop these areas, control migration from villages to cities and 
assist the residents of these areas in conducting their business by telephone. 


The minister of communications also announced, in an open meeting held at 
the ‘Ajlun women's teaching institute, that the organization is currently 
implementing a large telephone project that will greatly improve rural 
communications in the governorate of Irbid. 


He also said that this project will provide direct, automatic telephone 
services in every village of the governorate through small centers in 
these villages. He added that this communications project covers 400 
villages and residential communities with more than 500 residents. 


The minister mentioned tliat the overal! cost of the project is 20 million 
dinars, partially financed by a French loan. He added that bids are being 
accepted for the project during the current month. 


The meeting attended by the governor of Irbid, the deputy minister of 
transportation, the director of the telecommunications agency, the director 
of the postal savings fund, department officers of the ‘Ajlun district 

and a number of dignitaries from the district and the communications 


agency. 

















The minister of communications added that there is another important step 
that will follow the telephone communications project in the rural areas, 
This step will provide direct, automatic telephone communications between 
villages in which telephone service: will become automated, This will be 
achieved through the national telephone exchange center which is currently 
under implementation in Amman, This center will enable every subscriber 
in these villages to dial directly any other number inside or outside 

the kingdom without going through the central operator, as is currently 
the case, 


During this meeting, the deputy minister of communications, the director 

of the communications agency, the director of the postal savings fund and 

a number of heads of municipal and rural councils spoke and expressed their 
urgent need for new telephone centrals to organize and expand postal and 
telephone networks, offices and agencies, 


Dr al-Zaban inaugurated a new post office yesterday morning in the town 
of Raymun in the Jarash district. The new office has begun offering postal 
and telephone services to the town's residents. 


The minister said that the opening of this office was part of an overall 
plan the ministry had developed to extend postal services to all citizens 
wherever they may be. 


The inauguration ceremony was attended by Dr Muhamuad Rabi’, member of the 
national advisory council, the Jarash district officer and a number of 
citizens. 


The minister also visited the post offices in the following towns: 
Jarash camp, al-Kuttah, Sakib, Kafarnajah, ‘'Anjarah, Sakhrah, ‘Ubbin, 
"Ublin and Suf, 


During a meeting at the municipality of Suf attended by the chief and 
members of the town's council and a number of Suf residents, the minister 
emphasized that the communications development project to be implemented 
soon will include Suf. He hoped that those distributors will actually be 
operative by the middle of next year. 
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JORDAN 


RURAL ELECTRIFICATION PROJECTS OUTLINED 
Amman AL=DUSTUR in Arabic 21 Jun 80 p 5 


[Article by JNA's Samih Haddad: "Power Authority Projects for Rural 
Electrification: Efforts To Furnish 368 Villages With Electricity by 
1983; 117 Jordanian Villages Out of 982 To Receive Electricity") 


[Text] The Jordanian Power Authority has expanded its efforts to imple- 
ment rural electrification projects in Jordan. Its plans include the 
electrification of 368 villages in numerous areas. These plans are being 
implemented either by the power companies that have jurisdiction, or they 
are being implemented directly by government agencies. As soon as “he 
existing projects are completed, preparations for new projects will be 
made. These will include about 141 new villages whose population is be- 
tween 200 and 500 persons. 


Engineer Rebahi Hamid, director of traffic and distribution in the Jordan- 
ian Power Authority talked about this subject when he spoke with the Jor- 
danian News Agency. 


He said, "There are 117 villages out of about 982 in the kingdom that now 
have electricity: 44 of these villages are in the governorate of Irbid; 
14 are in the governorates of Amman and al-Balqa'; 34 are in the gover- 
norate of al-Karak; 3 in the governorate of Ma'an; and 32 villages in the 
Jordan Valley area." 


He said that since 1976 the government had been overseeing the implementa- 
tion of two model projects for rural electrification. One of them was to 
meet the needs of the Jordan Valley area, and the other was to meet the 
needs of al-Karak governorate. 


Engineer Hamid spoke about the Jordan Valley Electrification Project. He 
said, “This project will be implemented in two stages. The first one 
includes connecting electricity to 28 villages, three shopping centers, 

a machine shop, four stations to pump water for irrigation and a station 
to pump drinking water." Electricity will be connected to these villages 
by means of a system of 33 kilovolt high pressure cables along the valley. 
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Their cotal length will be about 190 kilometers. There will also be 53 
transformer stations and low pressure distribution systems in the villages. 


He said that the cables which supplied electricity to these systems re- 
ceived power from the Bayadir al-Sayr valley transformer [station]. Thus 
electricity was being furnished to all the water pumping stations and all 
the villages did receive electricity in May of last year. 


The second stage [of the Jordan Valley Electrification Project] included 
connecting electricity to six new villages, three water pumping stations 
and a cement factory. This is to be done by laying down 33 kilovolt high 
pressure systems that are 30 kilometers long and building nine new trans- 
former stations. Total costs of the Jordan Valley Power Project amounted 
to about 3 million dinars to which the German Reconstruction Bank con- 
tributed a 16.3 deutschemark loan. This project wae completed late last 
year. 


The al-Karak Power project has been completed. It included the construc- 
tion of a new, central, diesel-powered electricity generating plant near 
the city of al-Karak; the construction of 11.33 kilovolt high pressure 
power cable systems to furnish electricity to 24 villages; and the con- 
struction of three water pumping stations. 


Mr al-Hamid spoke about the government's projects which were in the 
process of being implemented. He said, "The government has signed three 
loan agreements: one agreement is with the United States for 9 million 
dollars; [another is] with the Soviets for 10 million rubles; and [still 
another is] with Britain for 3.5 million pounds sterling. These loans 
will enable the government to finance the expansion of rural electrifi- 
cation projects in the governorates of Amman, al-Balqa' and Irbid where 
first steps towards implementation of those projects have begun. These 
projects are: 


l. The rural electrification projects in the governorates of Amman and 
al-Balqa': The U.S. loan covers furnishing electricity to 35 villages 

in these two governorates in addition to the two suburbs of al-Baq'ah 

and Shanlar by means of 11.33 kilovolt high pressure systems. Total costs 
for this project amount to 15 million dollars; 9 million dollars are being 
financed by the American loan which has been re-loaned to the Jordanian 
Power Company. The rest will be financed through local funds and govern- 
ment loans to the company. 


There is a Soviet loan to the project of 3.3 million rubles. This project 
comprises connecting electricity to 29 villages in the areas of Amman and 
al-Balqa'. Cooperation between the government's technical agencies and 
Soviet experts has begun. They are to develop the technical designs for 
chis project in preparation for implementation which is to begin in 1981. 
The project is to be completed in 1983. 
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2. The rural electrification project in the governorate of Irbid: The 
Soviet loan covers furnishing electricity to 94 villages in the governorate 
of Irbid by means of 33 kilovolt high pressure systems. ‘n addition, 
existing systems in the city of Irbid and in other cities in the gover- 
norate are to be improved and expanded. Total costs for this project 
amount to 7 million dinars; 3.5 million dinars are being furnished from 
the Soviet loan which is being reloaned to the Irbid Power Company. The 
rest of the funds will be financed locally and through loans from partici- 
pating countries. 


Mr al-Hamid said that developing the technical designs for this project 
and surveying the paths for the first stage have begun, with cooperation 
between government agencies, the company and Soviet experts, in prepara- 
tion for project implementation which is to begin next year. Surveying 
the paths for the second stage has [also] begun, and the entire project is 
expected to be completed in 1983, 

















Mr al-Hamid added that the British loan for this project included furnish- 
ing electricity to 27 villages in North Irbid governorate in the area of 
al-Kafarat by means of 33 kilovolt high pressure systems. Total costs for 
this project amount to 2.5 million dinars. The project will be partially 
financed by means of loans to the company. The remaining costs will be 
financed by local funds and by a loan from participating countries. The 
technical designs for this project have been developed in preparation for 
implementation which is to begin next year so that the project may be com 
pleted before the end of 1982. 





3. The second stage of the power project for al-Karak and for the South 
Jordan Valley. It involves expanding and laying down the existing 33 
kilovolt high pressure systems. Total costs for these projects are 2 mil- 
lion dinars. IBRD is contributing to the financing of this project whose 
completion is expected early in 1982. 


4. The power project for the areas of al-Tafilah and al-Shubak. This 
project includes furnishing electricity to 14 new villages in the areas 
of al-Tafilah and al-Shubak by means of expanding the power generating 
plants in al-Tafilah and al-Shubak and setting up 11 kilovolt cables. 
Total costs of these projects are estimated to be 1.3 million dinars. 
Special requests for bids for the projects have been made, and several 
offers have been received. Some of these offers are still under consid- 
eration, and it is expected that the bid will be awarded next month. 


Engineer Hamid added that the government had signed an agreement with the 
government of Denmark to finance 20 diesel powered generating units, each 
with a capacity to generate 100 kilovolts. These will be located in the 
distant villages, most of which are found in the southern regions of the 
kingdom. The agreement with the government of Denmark also included fi- 
nancing six [power generating] units, each with a 500 kilowatt capacity, 
to expand the existing power generating stations in al-Tafilah, al-Shubak 
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and Ma'an, Contracts have been finalized with contractors for carrying 
out the work whose completion is expected in 1961, Total costs of this 
pruject ate estimated at about 2 million dinars. The foreign part of this 
sum will be financed by a 20 million krone loan from Denmark. 


Mr al-Hamid concluded his statements about the government's projects, which 
are being studied and planned, by saying, “When the aforementioned projects 
ate completed in 1962-1963, the number of villages that have electricity 

in Jordan will be about 372 villages. Approximately 60 percent of rural 
area residents live in these villages.” 
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JORDAN 


EXPEDITLOUS PLANNING OF AL-KARAK PROJECTS URGED 
Amman AL-RA'Y in Arabic 19 Jun 80 p 2 


[Report by Mamduh Hawamidah on Interview with Chief of al-Karak Munici- 
pality] 


[Text] Mr Hamdi al-Habashinah, chief of al-Karak municipality, said that 
the city presently needs five important and urgent projects. These are: 
planiing new al-Karak; planning the region of al-Karak; the sewage pro- 
ject, the water system; a slaughterhouse for poultry and cattle; and con- 
structing the municipality's housing building. 


In a special interview with AL-RA'Y al-Habashinah added that these projects 
needed financing and implementation as soon as possible. 


important Projects 


The chief of al-Karak municipality listed these projects. He said they 
include the following: 


~-Planning a new city of al-Karak: This project will alleviate reverse 
migration, and it will stop emigration from al-Karak and Amman and the re- 
maining principal cities of the kingdoa. 


~-Making plane for al-Karak region: This project will organize all the 
economic and housing projects that are needed by the governorate. 


--The sewage and the water system project which is now being studied by 
the National Planning Council. 


--The construction of a slaughterhouse for poultry and cattle, and of cold 
storage warehouses. This is being conridered because the existing slaugh- 
terhouse is not good enough. Coste for this project are estimated to be 
400,000 dinars. This project is economically feasible. 


--The municipality's residential building. Its costs are estimated at 
400,000 dinars. 











Other Projects 


The chief of the municipality spoke about projects of secondary importance 
that are needed by the municipality. He stated that establishing the in- 
dustrial gone, whose costs are estimated to be 250,000 dinars, including 
the price of the land, is foremost among these projects, especially as its 
economic feasibility has been confirmed, This economic feasibility will 

be realized by leasing units and storage apace to approximately 200 crafte- 
men, 


He said that building a modern memorial park in the city at a cost of 
50,000 dinars was one of those projects [of secondary importance), espe- 
cially since the need for it is a result of the fact that the existing 
memorial park has been closed. 


Long-Term Projects 


Mr al-Habashinah spoke about the projects that would be needed by the city 
of al-Karak in the distant future. He said they included building an 
automated bakery for the city to meet the needs of the governorate. The 
economic feasibility [of this project) has been studied, and that study 

is available at the ministry of municipal, rural and environmental affairs. 
The costs of this project amount to 350,000 dinars. 


Mr al-Habashinah stated that among the other projects for the distant 
future is one for the possible planning and construction of a miniature 
sports complex on the site of the new city of al-Karak, next to the build- 
ing of the Teachers’ Institute. The services of this complex will not be 
confined to al-Karak alone. It will serve the south in its entirety. 


Development Projects 


Mr al-Habashinah referred to the development and production projects that 
were currently being implemented. He said that work was presently ongoing 
on the ‘Ayn Sarah Park tourist project which will be a national resort for 
domestic and foreign tourists. It is one of the best resorts in the 
kingdom because of its location and its beautiful natural scenery. 


Mr al-Habashinah went on to say that plans for the central vegetable mar- 
ket project were presently being prepared by a local architect's office. 
The present market will become a retail complex for vegetables and for 
vendors of meat and poultry. Plans for the municipality's housing build- 
ing are also being prepared. That building consists of five floors: 

three of them have residential apartments, and two floors will house the 
municipality. The building has an Islamic design and will be built fac- 
ing the government offices complex at the same location of the old munici- 
pality. 


Mr al-Habashinah said, “The costs for the ‘Ayn Sarah park and the vege- 
table market will be met through a 140,000 dinar loan from the Organization 
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of Arab Cities. The loan has a 4 percent interest rate. We hope to meet 
the coste of the municipal residential | dilding by means of a loan from 
the Municipalities Development Bank. Ite cost, as I have already men- 
tioned, amounte to 400,000 dinars." 


On the Level of the Region 


Mr al-Habashinah said, “The municipality's development projects are being 
carried out for the entire al-Karak region because we believe that it is 
necessary to cover the governorate as a whole. The village resident who 
visite the city daily to shop or to obtain therapy or education must be 
simultaneously served by these development and services projects. 
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BRIEFS 


PLANNING TEAM FORMED--Dr Jamal al-Sha'ir, minister of municipal, rural and 
environmental affairs stated that there was an intention to create a plan- 
ning team for al-Karak region. Dr al-Sha'ir said that qualified people 
found in Jordan can form a nucleus for this study. We can seek the assis- 
tance of foreign experts when we need them. The National Planning Council, 
the Royal Scientific Society, the Jordanian University, al-Yarmuk Univer- 
sity and a number of Jordanian experts who participated in the regional 
planning studies for the regions of Amman, al-Balqa', Irbid and ‘Ajlun, 
will take part in the possible implementation of this idea with the minis- 
try of municipalities. [Text] [Amman AL-RA'Y in Arabic 19 Jun 80 p 2) 
8592 


COOPERATIVE LOANS SHOW INCREASE--Total loans made by the Cooperative Bank, 
which is affiliated with the Joidanian Cooperative Agency, during the first 
5 months of this year amounted to 1.9 million dinars. Of this sum, 1 mil- 
lion dinars were intermediate term loans, and 900,000 dinars were seasonal 
loans. The total of these loans during the same period last year amounted 
to 1,278,000 dinars. This is an increase of 620,000 dinars. [Text) [Am 
man AL-RA'Y in Arabic 19 Jun 80 p 2) 8592 
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GOVERNMENT TRYING TO GET SAUDIS TO RESUPPLY TRIPOLI REFINERY WITH CRUDE 


Beirut AL-SAFIR in Arabic 23 Jun 80 p 6 


[Article: "Government Is Seeking to Secure Saudi O11 for Tripoli; 
Stored Supplies Are Sufficient for 19 Days") 


[Text] An authoritative source of the Ministry of Industry and Petroleum 
has told AL-SAFIR that the Tripoli refinery will run out of crude ofl in 
19 days unless agreement with the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia is renewed to 
resupply the refinery with oil. 


The source added: The ministry is currently avoiding the purchase of oil 
from the international markets due to the big jump in ofl prices result- 
ing from OPEC's recent resolution. 


Engineer Anwar ai-Sabbah, the minister of industry and petroleum, had 
received last week Abu-Bakr Rafi', the Saudi charge d'affaires, who prom- 
ised to notify his country's government of the Lebanese government's wish. 


It was learned yesterday that contacts took place 2 days ago between 
Minister al-Sabbah and the charge d'affaires during which the first phases 
of the current contacts were discussed and that Rafi' informed al-Sabbah 
that he had conveyed the Lebanese side's wish to the Saudi officials. 


it has also been learned that the Lebanese Ministry of Foreign Affairs has 
initiated contacts on this issue with the officials of the Saudi Ministry 
of Foreign Affaire in response to the request of the Lebanese Ministry 

of Petroleum in an attempt to intensify the contacts and to speed up 
renewal of the contract. 


Minister al-Sabbah is scheduled to meet with Prime Minister Dr Salim 
al-Huss today to familiarize him with the situation in the Tripoli 
refinery and to ask him to exert efforts with the Saudi government to 
agree to resume pumping oil to Tripoli. 


On this issue, Abu-Bakr Rafi’ has told AL-SAFIR: “The Lebanese request 
has been referred to the authorities concerned in the kingdom and we 
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hope that the Lebanese wish for the resumption of pumping to Tripoli 
will be met," 


lie added: “I wish to make it clear here that the current contacts to 


renew the contract are not held with the Saudi government but with the 
Tapline Company which markete the Saudi oii." 


It is to be noted that Saudi Arabia used to supply Lebanon with 12 million 
barrels of crude oi! annually in accordance with a contract renewed every 


3 monthe and that the supply of Saudi of] to Tripoli has stopped since 
last March, 
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LEBANON 


AMAL LEADER DISCUSSES MOVEMENT'S POLICIES, GOALS 
Beirut AL-SAFIR in Arabic 23 Jun 80 p 3 


{[Article: "Barri: Amal Is not Sectarian Movement; We Consider Defending 
Resistance Honor and Duty; Stage Requires Moving Against Israeli Enemy") 


[Text] The chairman of the Amal Movement Command Council has declared 
that Amal is not a sectarian movement “but a national political movement 
which has ite independent decision and which clings to its principles 
and not to any Arab state, even though it is an Arab movement.” 


He has also asserted that the warm relationship between Amal and the 
Supreme Islamic Shi'ite Council does not mean that the movement is one 
of the council's wings. He has also pointed out that the movement con- 
siders defending the Palestinian resistance an honor and a duty and that 
Israel wants to slaughter the Palestinian people on Lebanon's altar and 
the Lebanese people on the altar of the Palestinian cause. 


In a press interview he gave yesterday, Barri [Amal chairman] said that 
Amal is against denominationalism and sectarianism “but that it is proud 
that it is a faithful movement that is not restricted to a certain sect 
or denomination. It is the movement of the powerless and underprivileged 
man and deals with man and for his sake. It is a Lebanese national move- 
ment that carries Lebanon's concerns, especially the issue of preserving 
the south which concerns Lebanon and the Arab world." 


He added: “Amal is opposed to the sectarian entities and to the parti- 
tion and fragmentation of Lebanon. It is fighting for the unity of 
Lebanon's soil and people. It is also an Arab movement that influences 
and interacts with the Arab nation and sacrifices for the sake of the 
major Arab cause. On this premise, Amal considers transactions with 
Israel prohibited and considers Cefending the Palestinian resistance an 
honor and a duty on every one of its members. Moreover, the liberation 
of Jerusalem and of Palestine is a religious and national duty and every- 
body who joins Amal must keep this duty in mind and must consider it one 
of his fundamental and pioneer goals." 
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Regarding the movement's international view, Barri said: "We in the move- 
ment respect the UN charter and the international community and refuse 

to divide the world into two or three camps. We always support the 
oppressed and underpriviliged peoples and all the world liberation move- 
ments opposed to racism, oppression, tyranny and colonialism," 


He further said: “These are the principles by which Amal abides. Amal 
clings to nothing elee, be it a state or states or anything else. The 
movement's decision is independent and is inspired by its leadership. 
No force in the world can influence this decision." 


Answering 4 question on the Damascus meeting between Amal and the Lebanese 
National Movement and on Amal's refusal to join the Central Political 
Council, Barri said: “The discussion on Amal's entry into the National 
Movement's Central Political Council has not resulted from the incidents 
in the southern suburb but dates back to the beginning of the Lebanese 
events, Our relationship with the National Movement is generally good. 
We are a founding member of the National Front. Our movement was also 
an original member of the Progressive and National Parties and Forces 
Front throughout the first years of the events. But now we find that 
more significance is attached to form than to fundaments insofar as 

this issue is concerned, meaning that what is required is to establish 
trust among those existing on the arena and to have them deal with each 
other with respect and with true fraternity rather than dwell on who has 
and who hasn't attended a meeting, keeping in mind that we have never 
hesitated to attend the Joint Command meetings whenever we had a con- 
nection with the meeting issue." 


He also said: “However, the intensity of this issue has subsided in 

the wake of the agreement reached in Damascus and providing for the 
creation of a committee to coordinate thenational action of Amal, the 
National Movement, the Palestinian resistance and the National Front. 

Our movement is committed to this (coordination) and believes that it 
constitutes the beginning for a normal and fraternal atmosphere that will 
dominate our relations." 


On Amal's relations with the Shi'ite Council, Barri said: "The movement 
founder, Imam Musa al-Sadr, is the council chairman. This is the secret 
behind the warm and special relationship existing between Amal and the 
council, But this does not at all mean that Amal is a section or a wing 
of the council." 





Barri added: "The council is an organization which has its structure 
within the general framework. This council concerns itself with the 
affairs of the Shi'ite sect. It is a guiding spiritual and social 
leadership whose domain includes the sons of the Shi'ite sect inside and 
outside Lebanon whereas Amal is a political movement which, like most 
parties, has its military wing. Its general action includes Lebanon with 
all its factions and sects." 
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Answering a question on the recent detente consultations and the possi- 
bility of the formation of a government of efficiencies [known political 
leaders), Barri said: "Information indicates the imminent implementation 
of the Camp David plot and Israel's expansion of the territory held by 
its agent Sa'd Haddad in the south, This puts the Lebanese state and 
people in a race with the plotters, We have to speed up the realization 
of our national detente so that we may be able to confront the plots 
united," 


He added: "This is why I hasten to say that the form which the detente 
takes is not important. What is important is the agreement itself and 
the implementation, After this, the frameworks and the forms are not 
important." 


He further added: "As long as the facts of the detente have been declared 
and their Arab identity defined, as long as they have defined our enemy 
and have underlined our distinguished relationship with the fraternal 
Syria and as long as all have agreed on these facts, there is no longer 
any importance to the form in which we meet to realize these facts and 
turn them into a real situation through which the people can breathe, can 
preserve their unity and independence and can safeguard their south," 


Barri also said: "Amal is not against the national coalition, the broad 
national front or the government of efficiencies. What is important is 
that all abide by the spirit and word of the facts of detente. This 
requires moving against the Israeli enemy and rescuing the south because 
then the meeting, regardless of what form it takes, becomes a national 
meeting." 


At the conclusion of his interview, Barri referred to the escalated 
Israeli attacks, saying: “Even though these attacks cause further 
eviction, displacement and torture at a time when the homeland is being 
shattered, you find us talking about the sex of the angels." 


He added: “The fact is that the Camp David plot persists in its attempt 
to dwarf the demanded Palestinian state and to turn it into a meaningless 
administrative rule and in its attempt to strike the Palestinians wherever 
they are, especially in the south, in order to keep them in a land that 
does not belong to them and that they do not want and at the expense of 

a people who have sacrificed on behalf of all the Arab peoples for the 
Palestinian cause. The Israeli plotting will thus realize a strike 
against both the Lebanese and Palestinian people and will slaughter the 
Lebanese people at the altar of the Palestinian cause and the Palestinian 
people on the altar of Lebanon." 
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LEBANON 


LABOR FEDERATION DISPLEASED WITH GOVERNMENT LABOR, SOCIAL SECURITY POLICIES 
Beirut AL-SAFIR in Arabic 22 Jun 80 p 6 


{[Article: "Will Withdrawal of Workers from Pricing Council and Freezing 
of Social Projects Lead to New Confrontation Between State and Workers 
Federation?" ] 


[Text] The official circles fear that the state is approaching a new 
confrontation with the unionist movement now that it has become evident 
that most of the demands made by the Federation of Workers to deal with 
the current social and living crisis have not gone beyond the framework 
of promises on the part of the ministers concerned. 


It is the belief of some unionist circles in the federation that the fed- 
eration's acceptance of the wage adjustment by the percentage which has 
been approved was coupled with conditions pertaining to a series of 
measures to fight inflation, to curtail monopolies, to stiffen tte penal- 
ties against people tampering with prices, to set up the cooperative 
center, to reduce rents and other demands adopted by the federation's 
congress--demands that remain unfulfilled and that have not received the 
required attention, at least. 


These sources say that the wage adjustment has been absorbed by the con- 
stant new increases in the prices of foodstuffs and necessities. More- 
over, a number of economic establishments that have not been harmed 
directly by the [war] events have tied the payment of the adjusted wages 
to a compulsory 2-3 month vacation, one half of it at the expense of the 
workers [unpaid]. 


The National Price Policy Council has not adopted the recommendations and 
proposals made by the two worker representatives in the council even 
though the proposals are easy to carry out if the Ministry of Economy 

and Commerce is willing to take the necessary measures, especially the 
measure to price 50 foodstuffs and essential commodities for a period of 
3 months after which the council will again examine the prices in light 
of the development of the local and external factors involved in the 
prices of Lebanese goods and of commodities imported from abroad. 
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In the opinion of the Federation of Workers, the decision to withdraw 

its two representatives from the pricing council came in the wake of 
ceaseless efforts exerted by the federation to make the council carry out 
its duties, especially since the pricing of the 50 commodities has not 
faced tangible obstacles even though some merchants and importers have 
refrained from submitting official statements on the prices in the country 
of origin and on the shipping and ineurance costs and other similar 
expenses, 


Meanwhile, the sessions to issue sentences against price contraveners 
continue to be postponed even though the Ministry of Economy and Com- 
merce has turned over the violation citations to the courts concerned, 
When sentences are issued, the fine levied on the contravening merchant 
never exceeds 500 to 1,000 Lebanese pounds--a fine which fails to deter 
those who manipulate the prices and which may even constitute a cover for 
the contravener to continue to tamper with and raise his prices as long 
as he is subjected to such fines only. 


The official circles of the Federation of Workers are not concealing 
their displeasure with the freezing of the implementation of the projects 
called for by the resolutions of the genera! congress, the most prominent 
being: 


First, the unified cooperative center, considering that the production 
and marketing of agricultural and livestock products and the importation 
of essential foodstuffs is still under the control of a number of prom- 
inent farmers, middlemen and importers. This control devoids the coopera- 
tive action of its meaning and forces the cooperatives to impose higher 
prices on the consumer, even though these prices are still lower than 
those of the ordinary market. These prices can be stabilized at a 
certain level if small farmers are enabled to market their produce 
directly, if the cooperatives are enabled to import directly through 

the cooperative center and if foodstuffs and essential commodities are 
supplied to the consumer cooperatives at reasonable prices. 


The Federation of Workers believes that the continued limited role that 
some consumer cooperatives play at the level of stabilizing prices 
because of the major obstacles created in their face by the prominent 
merchants who are harmed by the presence of these cooperatives and by 
the difficulties that have faced and continue to face these cooperatives 
as a result of the events is liable to confine the cooperative action 
and the inclination to set up new cooperatives, especially since some of 
the cooperatives suspended their operations in the wake of the events. 


As for the production cooperatives, comprised of three main cooperatives 
(potato, eggs and sugar beets cooperatives), they control the markets 

for these important products, as well as the small farmers producing them. 
They also acquire at the same time 80 percent of the subsidy and the loans 
acquired by all the cooperatives in Lebanon. 
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Second, the problem of housing rent has turned into an actual social crisis 
that is straining people with limited and middle income and taking away 

in advance 40 percent of the wages and salaries. Meanwhile, young men and 
women of marriage age are facing big difficulties in finding housing for 
rent compatible with their conditions and incomes. The state has not yet 
adopted the worker proposals for a new rent draft law that does not over- 
tax the tenant and that guarantees the owner's rights. The official 
tendency continues to be that of approving the draft law presented to the 
parliamentary committees despite the broad popular and unionist opposi- 
tion to this draft law, especially the part concerning the owner's right 
to evict tenants [istirdad al-ma'jur] and to raise old rents without 
reducing new rents, 


As for a policy that deals with the rents and housing problem as a social 
issue fundamentally, such a policy is nonexistent. 


Third, as for the activities of the National Social Security Fund, the 
end-of-service compe: sation, which constitutes the main branch of the 
fund, is exposed to liquidation. Meanwhile, a person covered by the fund 
is required to (determine) the sum of the compensation he has accumulated 
throughout 15 or 20 years because the fund does not know the sum of the 
subscriptions paid by the employers on behalf of the worker and the sum 
of the subscriptions due and of those invalidated by the passage of time. 


The Federation of Workers fears that continued clinging to the draft 
bill on old age security in the form in which it has been presented--a 
draft law which will lead automatically to abolition of the end-of- 
service compensation branch before the real financial conditions of the 
said branch, the rights due to every hired worker and the subscriptions 
required of employers are examined--will kill the end-of-service compen- 
sation branch before the old age security, for which the federation 
aspires, finds its way to implementation. This will undoubtedly have a 
negative impact on more than one project which the Social Security Fund 
intends to implement in the future, beginning with a branch for work 
emergencies and vocational diseases and ending with a branch for dental 
care and others. 


Fourth, medical treatment and hospitalization have turned into a heavy 
burden straining the back of every citizen. This is due to the small 
number of government hospitals, the rising costs of medical care, of 
hospitalization and surgeries, especially in private hospitals, and due 

to the flagrant and greedy violation by physicians of the tariffs set 

for medical examinations at a physician's office and for a physician's 
house visits and the rising costs of some drugs whose benefit is doubtful. 


The Federation of Workers is wondering about the reason that has obstruc- 
ted so far the creation of a national bureau for importing drugs and for 
compelling physicians to abide by the contract they have concluded with 
the National Social Security Fund. The federation is also expressing its 
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doubts regarding leaked reports Chat disagreement ovel Lhe candidate 
proposed to head the national drug bureau has delayed creation of the 
office. The federation is expressing the concern that the issue may not 
be isolated from the pressures of the drug monopolies and the major 
foreign firms that are exerting these pressures through their representa- 
tives to obstruct the creation of the bureau. 


Fifth, education and school fees: Now that the private schools have 
raised their fees by an average of 35 percent, there is no indication 
that the prices of textbooks will not take the same direction with the 
start of the coming academic year. 


Sixth, the National Labor Council has not yet been invited by the minister 
of labor and social affairs, who is the council chairman, to meet despite 
the insistence of the federation on revitalizing the council to exercise 
the powers it is given by the law establishing it--powers to propose a 
general social policy. In addition to the representatives of the workers 
and of the Ministry of Social Affairs, this council includes representa- 
tives of the employers and of the ministries and official departments con- 
cerned with labor and workers affairs. 


It is the view of the official quarters of the Federation of Workers that 
the continued presence of the social and living conditions at their current 
critical level does not relieve the state from shouldering its serious 
responsibilities side by side with exerting efforts to solve the security 
and political problems that are closely tied to the socio-ecovomic prob- 
lem. It is no longer permissible to give priority attention to the 
political and security concerns and to forget about the socio-economic 
concerns, especially since the latter require in most cases no more than 
measures by the ministries concerned and insuring that such measures are 
applied properly. Even though there are obstacles in this regard, they 
can be overcome in all cases. 
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MINISTRY OF ECONOMY PROPOSES ADJUSTMENT OF WHEAT, SUGAR BEET PRICES 


Beirut AL-SAFIR in Arabic 23 Jun 80 p 6 


[Article: “In Study Presented to Council of Ministers, Ministry of 
Economy Calle for Raising Incentive Prices for Beets and Wheat") 


|Text) The Ministry of Economy and Commerce has prepared a study on the 
cultivation of sugar beets and wheat in Lebanon, it reviews the condi- 
tions and difficulties facing thie agricultural activity and offers 
proposals to encourage farmers to increase the acreage cultivated with 
these two crops. 


On the basis of the etudy, the ministry has called for raising the incen- 
tive price of sugar beets from 16 piasters per kilogram to 22 piastere 
per kilogram for beete with a sugar content of 16 percent. 


The ministry hae also proposed that the price of hard-grain wheat be 
raised from 60 to 100 piasters per kilogram and of soft-grain wheat 
from 70 to 87.5 piasters per kilogras. 


Talal al-Mar'ibi, the @inister of economy, has submitted in this regard 
a letter to the Couneil of Ministers to be discussed at the council's 
next session. The letter's most important contents are: 


“Paragraph 2 of article 3 of legislative decree No 143/59, amended by 
law 20/67, defines the tasks of the General Graine ond Sugar Beets 
Directorate as follows: 


“Exerting efforts to develop the production of grains and sugar beets and 
to ineure their marketing at incentive prices without harming the con- 
eumer’s interest. 





“article 7 of thie decree states: The Grains and Sugar Beets Bureau shall 
eet two prices for the crop: A minimal price that guarantees the farmer 
the marketing of hie crop and that is announced before the cultivation 
season in the second half of Auguet and a final price set at the end of 
May. This finai price may not be lower than the price set at the begin- 
hing of the cultivation season. 
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"Council of Ministers decree No 20/12 dated 28 February 1977 states: 


"The purchase price of sugar beets from the farmer shall be set annually 
on the basis of an estimate of the production costs, provided that this 
price be set for the following year before the end of the current year. 
The interpretation of the General Graine and Sugar Beets Directorate has 
been that the incentive price of a certain season is the minimal price 
for the following season, 


“Council of Ministers decree No 4/5 dated 29 January 1980 confirms the 
intent of the legislator and considers the incentive price for sugar 
beets (16 Lebanese piastere for a kilogram with a sugar content of 15 
percent for the 1979 season) set by the Council of ministers in accordance 
with decree No 19/35 dated 10 October 1979 as the minimal price for the 
current 1980 season and the wheat incentive prices (80 piasters per 
kilogram of firet grade hard-grain wheat and 70 piasters per kilogram of 
firet grade soft<grain wheat) set by the Council of Ministers in accor- 
dance with decree No 12/37 dated 24 October 1979 as the minimal prices 
for the current 1980 season. 


“after discussions with those concerned with the cultivation of grains 
and sugar beets, the research team of the General Grain and Sugar Beets 
Directorate has prepared a detailed study (attached) on the production 
cort per ton of sugar beets and wheat in the current 1980 season. These 
costs have amounted to: 


"220 Lebanese pounds the production cost per ton of sugar beets. 
"875 Lebanese pounde the production costs per ton of wheat--various types." 


"The study points out that the incentive prices for barley can reach the 
limite of the incentive prices for soft-grain wheat. 


“The study aleo estimates that the burdens resulting from the proposed 
incentive price, if approved, will amount--when compared to the prices 
eet currently for the national sugar at 1,750 Lebanese pounds per ton and 
for wheat at 266 Lebanese pounds per ton, delivered to the major flour 
milis--to the following: 


“Sugar beets (estimated production of 7,000 tons): 6,715,500 Lebanese 
pounds. 


"Wheat (production estimated at 30,000 tons): 19,020,000 Lebanese 
pounds. 


"The study also sheds light on the conditions of these two crops in 
Lebanon and in the world (supplement No 6), estimating that local wheat 
production this season will be good as a result of the rains, that there 
will be a emall drop in the international production, that local sugar 








heetea production will be very poor and that there will be an acute inter- 
vational shortage in sugar in 1980 and |98l--a shortage which will cause 
sugar prices to rise, 


"To improve these two crops, the study recommends the following: 
"Firat, ineofar as sugar beets are concerned: 


"Expanding the area of irrigated lands by implementing the irrigation and 
dra nage projects, 


"Reducing the production cost by increasing the sugar content in beets, 
by relying on mechanized cultivation and on sprinkler irrigation. 


"Second, as for wheat, attention must be focused on the following: 
"Cultivating wheat in irrigated lands and within the agricultural cycle, 
"Producing improved seeds. 


"In reference to our letter No 1417/9 dated 9 May 1980 to the premier's 
office; 


"And in view of the additional costs required for the production of seeds, 


"We believe that 20 percent should be added for the improved strains of 
wheat and barley seeds to the incentive price set for the purchase of 
seeds (in accordance with the current contract with producing farmers). 


"Therefore, we propose: 


"First, approval of the purchase of sugar beets for the current 1980 
season at an incentive price of 220 Lebanese pounds per ton with a sugar 
content of 16 percent. This price should be raised or lowered with the 
rise or drop in the sugar content according to a chart prepared by the 
General Grains and Sugar Beets Directorate with the approval of the 
minister of economy. 


"Second, approval of the purchase of the local wheat and barley crop 
according to the following: 


“Hard-grain wheat for 1,000 Lebanese pounds per ton. 
"Soft-grain wheat and barley for 875 Lebanese pounds per ton. 


"Third, approval of the purchase of improved seeds produced by the farmers 
at prices 20 percent higher than the prices set above. 


"A sum of 10 Lebanese pounds should be deducted per ton as administrative 
and storage expenses. 


“Fourth, empowering the minister of economy and trade to draw up the 
technical and administrative rules in accordance with which the wheat 
crop of the current 1980 season is received from the farmers." 
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BILL PREPARED TO REORGANIZE MINISTRY OF HYDROELECTRIC RESOURCES 
Beirut AL-SAFIR in Arabic 23 Jun 80 p 6 


[Article: "Bill To Reorganize Ministry of Hydroelectric Resources and To 
Introduce Technical Installations and Research Agency") 


[Text] The Ministry of Hydroelectric Resources has prepared a draft law 
to reorganize the ministry, to introduce a number of departments to it 
and to define the jurisdiction of the Public Water and Electricity Supply 
Department and of the agencies under its control and the jurisdiction of 
the Public Investment Department. 


This reorganization is the first of its kind since the Ministry of Public 
Works and Transportation broke away from the Ministry of Resources in 
1966. This reorganization has taken 7 years to prepare. 


The draft law has been submitted to the Civil Service Commission and the 
State Consultative Council to express their opinions on it prior to its 
presentation to the Council of Ministers and then its submission to the 
Chamber of Deputies. 


The most prominent aspect of this reorganization is the creation of the 
technical research and installations agency and the definition of its 
tasks in the following: 


Conducting practical studies to design the technical installations for 
water sources. 


Preparing the necessary maps and making the computations for the blue- 
prints of technical installations. 


Solving unexpected technical problems and making sure that studies are 
applied. 


Structure of Agency: 


The technical research and installations agency will consist of: 
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The water research bureau, 

The technical installations bureau, 
The mountain lakes bureau, 

Taskea of Water Research Bureau: 


Gather, organize and supervise documents and references pertaining to 
water research and engineering. 


Conduct physical and chemical water analyses. 


Conduct hydro-biological studies and tests and classify the types of 
insects and parasites living in water. 


Study the subject of sea water desalination and the subsidiary subjects 
branching from it. 


Study the subject of artificial rain and of preserving snows. 

Interpret the results of tests and analyses. 

Conduct various kinds of water research so that this bureau may form a 
laboratory for analyses and a center for gathering and documenting data 
and results. 


Tasks of Installations Bureau: 


Supervise the existing technical installations with the purpose of pro- 
posing the maintenance and improvement they need. 


Prepare the files of technical appropriation of the work sites for which 
the bureau draws up invitations for bids. 


Construct and supervise the construction of water pumping and purification 
installations. 


Study and construct dams or supervise their construction, except for dams 
belonging to the Irrigation Projects Authority. 


Tasks of Mountain Lakes Bureau: 


Conduct comprehensive topographical and geological surveys of sites to be 
used as mountain lakes for the storage of water. 


Prepare hydrological studies for the lakes to be built. 


Study the installations and equipment pertaining to these lakes. 
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Prepare the lists of specifications pertaining to the etudies on and the 
implementation of these projects, 


Carry out the works pertaining to these projects or supervise their 
implementation. 
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LITIGATION, LABOR, EDUCATION LAWS AMENDED 


Beirut AL-SAFTR in Arabic 22 Jun 80 p 2 


[Article: ‘Joint Committees Approve Three Bills, Including Bill Amend- 
ing Civil Litigation Rules") 


[Text] The joint parliamentary committees approved yesterday three bills 
concerning amendment of the civil litigation rules, the labor law, organ- 
izing teaching etaffe in private schools and extending the terms of the 
executive boards of the chambers of commerce and industry. 


The Management and Justice Committee, the Finance and Budget Committee, the 
Labor and Social Affaire Committee and the National Education and Economy 
Committees held a joint session under Munir Abu-Fadil, the Chamber of 
Deputies deputy speaker, in the presence of Minister of Justice Yusuf 
Jubran and deputies: ‘Abdu ‘Uwaydat, Sam'an al-Duwayhi, Hashim al- 
Husayni, Tawfiq ‘Assaf, Auguet Bakhus, Albert Mukhaybir, Ilyas al- 

Harawi and Najah Wakim. 


After the session, Abu-Fadil said: The joint committees have discussed 
the bills on the session's agenda and have approved two bills as presented 
by the government and a third bill in an amended form. 


The bills approved are: 


1. A draft law amending some provisions of the c‘vil litigation proce- 
dures law concerning the rules pertaining to the litigation steps pre- 
ceding a trial and a draft law amending the labor law. The litigation 
law has been approved in an amended form which makes its first article 
read as follows: “In all the civil, financial, property, personal status, 
commercial and labor lawsuits on which bills have been exchanged, the 
opponents shall be notified in accordance with a statement containing their 
names and the number of their lawsuits published in the Official Gazette. 
A copy of the statement shall be posted at the door of the court or the 
council concerned. The people concerned may make their appeals and pre- 
sent their final defense within a period of 1 month following publication 
and posting of the statement. They may also request the scheduling of a 
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date to present their arguments within this period, The l-month period 
of grace begine with the date of the latest notification by publication 
or posting. 


"Article two: At the end of the said period, the judge, court or council 
shall make its decision on the laweuit without the need to summon the 
opponents or to hold a public session, unless a session has been already 
held at their request for the presentation of their arguments. 


"Article three: All provisions contradicting the provisions of this law 
or incompatible with its contents shall be abolished. 


"Article four: This law shall go into effect on the day following its 
publication in the Official Gazette." 


The second bill has been approved as presented by the government. This 
is an urgent bill seeking to suspend some of the periods of grace set 
by the law issued on 15 June 1956 concerning organization of the teach- 
ing faculties of private schools: 


"Article one: The periods of grace stipulated in articles 29, 39, 40 and 
48 of the law issued on 15 June 1956 concerning organization of the teach- 
ing faculties of private schools and in its amendments shall be suspended 
by law for the period from 26 February 1975 to the date on which this new 
law goes into effect, provided that these periods of grace become valid 
once more on the day following the enactment of this law and provided 
that the period elapsing before 26 February 1975 is taken into account. 


"Article two: The provisions of this law shall be applied to the members 
of teaching faculties whose services ended before the date on which this 
law goes into effect. 


"Article three: When necessary and by decrees adopted by the Council 
of Ministers on the recommendation of the minister of national educa- 
tion and fine arts, suspension of the periods of grace [al-muhal] 
referred to by article one of this law may be extended. 


"Article four: This law shall go into effect immediately upon its publi- 
cation in the Official Gazette." 


The third bill has been approved as presented by the government. This 
bill seeks to permit extension of the term of the boards of directors of 
the commerce and industry chambers for security reasons. 


"Article one: Contrary to the provisions of legislative decree No 36 of 

5 August 1968, the term of the boards of directors of the commerce and 
industry chambers may, for security reasons, be extended for a period of 

1 year, subject to renewal, by a decree adopted by the Council of Ministers 
on the recommendation of the minister of economy and trade. 
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"Article two: Until iesuance of the decree stipulated in article one, the 
boards of directore of these chambers, with their chairmen, members and 
organizations, shall continue to exiat and the actions which these boards 
have taken within '*~ powers defined for them in their law and regulations 
shall be legal. 


"Article three: This law shall go into effect immediately upon its publi- 
cation in the Official Gazette." 
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LIBYA 


BRIEFS 


LIBYANS AT CROATIA UNIVERSITY--A group of 83 students from the Social- 
ist People's Libyan Arab Jamahirya who finished secondary school in Zagreb, 
will enroll this autumn at the universities of Zagreb, Rijeka and Split, 
in the Republic of Croatia. The republican institute for Scientific- 
Technical Cooperation has been the organizer of the education of students 
and personnel from nonaligned and under developed countries for a long time. 
The cooperation with the Libyan Jamahiriya began in 1978 with the training 
primarily of medical personnel. In 1979 institute started the training of 
more than 200 Libyan secondary school and university students for the re- 
quirements of the country's maritime economy and fishing industry. At the 
moment the institute is organizing the schooling of over 350 students 

from the Libyan Jamahiriya. It has organized the education of personnel 
from Iraq and Nigeria, and is also considering the possibilities for the 
secondary-school and university-level education of personnel from Algeria. 
At present, a total of about 12,000 young people from all parts of the 
world, mostly from nonaligned countries, are attending secondary schools 
and universities throughout Yugoslavia. [Text] [Valletta JAMAHIRIYA MAIL 
in English 9 Aug 80 p 7] 
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MALTA 


LRAQL PRESIDENT INVITED TO VISIT MALTA 
Valletta JAMAHIRIYA MAIL in English 9 Aug 80 p 11 


[Text] The Malta Government has invited the President of Iraq Saddam Hus- 
sein to make an official visit to Malta. The invitation is to be conveyed 
to Baghdad by the Iraqi high-powered delegation which yesterday concluded 
its talks with representatives of the Maltese Health Ministry. 


The invitation to Saddam Hussein has been made on behalf of the Malta go- 
vernment by Health Minister Dr V. Moran who visited Baghdad last month. 


The Iraqi delegation follows Dr Moran's visit. It came here to investigate 
how Iraq could help develop its national health service and its system of 
medical education. 


The minutes of the talks that the delegation had in Malta during the 
past six days were signed this morning in the presence of Dr Moran. 


In a short address, Dr Moran said the Malta Government extends to Iraq all 
its medical facilities, just as it had done to friendly European and Arab 
nations. 


Dr Moran said that the Iraqi Government would now investigate how it could 
help Malta both technically and financially. He said that after its visit 
to Malta, the Iraqi delegation would now be in a position to advise its 
Gavernment how to finalise a reciprocal health cooperation. 


This agreement is expected to be signed later this year in Malta during a 
projected visit by Health Minister Riyad Hussien. 


The head of the Iraq delegation, Dr Kamal Mustafa, who is the chairman of 
the Baghdad Medical Centre, replied that this delegation appreciated the 
invitation that had been extended to the Iraqi President. He praised exist- 
ing medical services in Malta and hoped that the projected Maltese-Iraqi 
agreement would become effective as soon as possible. 











The Maltese Minister also thanked the delegation on its suggestion on ways 
and means to consolidate bilateral cooperation between Malta and Iraq. 


The minutes of the talks were signed by Dr Mustafa and chief Government, 
Medical Officer Dr Alfred Grech. 
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MALTA 


BRIEFS 


OIL DRILLING IMMINENT--An Italian oil rig is expected to start oil explora- 
tion 15 miles of the median line between Malta and the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya 
within a couple of days. The rig, SIPEM Due, is believed to have left 
Sicily late last week. The oil drilling will be made by the American com- 
pany Texaco which in May 1974 was awarded an offshore drilling licenee to 
dig for oil in the south of Malta. Texaco was awarded four areas, amount- 
ing to total of 3,700 square kilometres to start oil exploration between 
Malta and Sicily. It is believed that later the company made an agreement 
with the Maltese Government to start exploration between Malta and Sicily. 
The agreement was made when oil was struck off Ragusa Sicily. Another 

rig, the Nedrill 2, is expected to start oil drilling between Malta and 
Sicily in the near future. Oil exploration needs a sophisticated supply 
service which will be centralised at Manoel Island. This service will be 
run by the parastatal company Medserv which is managed by General Manager 
Mr. Joe Debono Grech MP. Three supply ships of the company Tidex Interna- 
tional will be based at Manoel Island. One of these ships, Alexandria Tide, 
which had been at Manoel Island for some days, sailed during the weekend 

to join the SIPEM Due. [Text] [Valletta JAMAHIRIYA MAIL in English 9 Aug 
80 p 11] 
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PERSIAN GULF AREA 


BRIEFS 


GULF AREA GOLD MARKETS--According to a study of gold markets in the Gulf 
area, three merchants of Syrian origin living in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, 
control the trade of gold in the Emirates, the Sultanate of Oman, Qatar 
and Bahrain. They are said to import gold jewelry from Italy and ingots 
from Switzerland. The study, published on 28 May in the newspaper 
AL-BAYAN of Dubai, points out that most Dubai customers are Europeans and 
Americans, followed by visiting Arabs, particularly Egyptians. South 
Africa, the Soviet Union, and America are among the biggest gold producing 
countries in the world. Lebanon is first among the Arab countries in gold 
reserves, followed by Algeria, Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, Egypt, and the United 
Arab Emirates in that order. The study indicates that Lebanon is in the 
forefront of Middle Eastern countries having a gold backed currency, 
followed by Algeria, Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, and Libya in that order, 
[Excerpt] [Kuwait AL-QABAS in Arabic 29 May 80 p 17] 
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OPPOSITION LEADER PLEDGES CONTINUED RESISTANCE 
London AL-DUSTUR in Arabic W Jun-6 Jul 60 pp 8-11 


| inverview with al-Sharif al-Hindi, Sudan's Opposition Leader, by Pierre 
‘Aql, in Paris; date not given) 


{Text} Al Sharif al-Hindi, Sudan's opposition leader, says: 
"We Condemn Political Assassination; 

"2 July 1976 Movement Was Totally Sudanese; 

"We Did Not Accept Assistance From Abroad; 

"We Were Not Surprised by Foreign Support to the Regime; 
"We Are Living in an Age in Which Regimes That Are Economic, 
Political and Popular Failures Survive; 

“Camp David te a Fundamental Barrier; 

“Burope is Barred From Interfering; 

"We Favor a Non-Religiouw. Non-Racist Democratic State; 
“Democracy for Arabs, Africans and All Human Beings; 
“Sudanese Society Does Not Accept a Prison Establishment; and 
"We Reject Discussion of Conciliation" 





Two strings of thought pervade this interview with al-Sharif al-Hindi in Paris: 


Firet a plea for democracy and for a humanity strengthened by democracy and 
immune to oppression and tyranny. This democracy would reject the method 
of political assassination even against an antidemocratic regime. It would 
also reject every thought of reconciliation with such a regime. 


Second, 4 sense of realpolitik. In this day and age, there are no longer 
local of domestic regimes. Major and dangerous powers stand behind local 
regimes to give them aid when necessary. This is how we have come to the 
age where regimes that are failures survive. 


Our first question to al-Sharif was about the 2 July 1976 Movement. We told 
him that charges had been made that the movement was a “foreign invasion of 
the Sudan.” 


j\Anewer| Absolutely not. Ne one who was not Sudanese participated in the 
movement. This movement was totally Sudanese, except with regard to weapons 
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and equipment which were, of course, imported. We do not manufacture wea~ 
pons, and we do not have local weapons in Sudan. but ae far as planning, 
execution or the toole [therefore were concerned], al] this was done by the 
Sudanese. 


Al-Sharif attributes thie charge to the surprise factor which characterized 
the movement. 


The fact of the matter is that because of the surprise, people thought that 
those who were in charge of the movement had come from abroad. The fact is 
that they had been in Sudan for a long time. They had emerged and taken 

action from a point that was 20 km from the military targets they attacked. 


National movements, like ours, muet have friends and helpers who are in agree- 
ment with them on some national or pan-Arab goals. These friends and helpers 
help the movements on that basis; but they most certainly do not make plans 
or carr’ out those plans for these movements. 


Not a single non-Sudanese, in Sudan or abroad, had known about July before 
it happened. Nor did anyone know about the plans, the timing or the exe- 
cution. This was a tight and a closed Sudanese secret about which no more 
than a handful of people knew. 


Even when the July Movement did not succeed on the first day and when it 

was subjected to all the forces inside Sudan or abroad from which the regime 
had sought help, the movement did not ask its friends abroad to help or to 
incervene. Those friends were capable of helping the movement or at least 
they were willing to do so. At that time the movement had become a well- 
known event on radio broadcasts and on the domestic scene itself. Sudanese 
radio had been silenced, and it was possible to ask for help or intervention. 
Por 3} days there was no trace of a legal authority inside Sudan. 


The July Movement could have succeeded had it sought the aid of foreign inter- 
vention, especially since the regime sought aid from abroad and got it. 
Nevertheless, we fought a battle that was entirely Sudanese, and we endured 
all ite consequences, including defeat, death, torture and other consequences. 


We Know How To Establish Boundaries and To Make Distinctions 


With regard to making the operation successful we did not want to distort 
the appearance of the July Movement by having any interference or support 
trom abroad. 


| would not be revealing a secret if I were to say that we had and we still 
have friends who are willing to help us even in combat. But we know how to 
establish boundaries and to make distinctions between cooperation and inter- 
ference with regard to our movement or with regard to the reputation of 
others. 
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(Question) You spoke about foreign forces taking action to support the 
regime againat the July Movement. This, however, should not have been a 
surprise sinc e there were numerous precedents. 


|Anewer| We knew from the firet instant, either from our own experiences 

or from the experiences of other people who oppose the regime, that the re- 
gime would not hesitate one moment to call on outside forces to help it 

save itself, We are certain that if confronted, the regime will call upon 
ite neighbors and on others who are not neighbors. We have always taken 
this into consideration. But with regard to our action to confront the 
regime, we have established clear boundaries and made specific distinctions 
between what the Sudanese people can do themselves and what friends can do 
to help [by offering] their opinion, their ideas or their beliefs. There- 
fore, we did not allow ourselves in the past to request intervention for our 
support; we will not allow it now; nor will we allow it in the future in 
spite of the facet that we realize that some intervention at any time could 
have secured full success to any movement. This may be a tactical or a per- 
lodic error whose consequences we are enduring, but with regard to the phil- 
osophy and the goals of action, it is not in any case a strategic error. 
Although we feel the bitterness of the consequences and effects of this error, 
we have become accustomed to it and we continue to accept fully all its con- 
sequences. 


[Question] We asked al-Sharif al-Hindi what he thought about the clamor 
that was raised after the failure of the 2 July Movement. The failure in- 
dicated that the movement had been attacked from within and not from with- 
out. This was his reply: 


|Answer|] First of all, the movement was spontaneously aborted; it was not 
aborted simply because of foreign intervention. This spontaneous abor- 
tion was a failure on the field and on the military and political scene as 
well. It sas the result of obvious gaps. Those who made plans for the 
movement--and I was at their forefront--it so happened that they did not take 
part in carrying out those plans in the field. I was injured in an auto- 
mobile accident that had left me totally paralyzed at the time. I did not 
Stay close to the movement when it was being implemented. The errors were 
obvious and simple to the degree that many people believed they were delib- 
erate because they were so obvious and so simple, they should not have es- 
caped the intelligence of any ordinary person. 


[Questior] Who was responsible for these errors? 
Al-Sharif would not respond to this question, but he added: 


\Answer| The success of the July Movement was definitely guaranteed in so 
far as planning and execution are concerned. Some colleagues were tempted 
at the time to believe that it had succeeded, and their thoughts wandered 
to what would happen after success [was achieved] so that they forgot or 
ignored the national and the pan-Arab necessity of overthrowing the regime. 
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They began to think about inheriting the regime and gaining power. Accord- 
ingly, we were not thinking along the same lines at all. It is not that we 
had been unaware of this fact even before July, but we did believe that those 
who were merely thinking of inheriting the regime, had to wait until after 
July [to entertain those thoughts). 


I want to say that this was not what the fighters were thinking, but it was 
rather rome ambitious people who had recently joined the July Movement when 
it was taking action. They had not taken part in the etruggle for ite birth 
and its growth. If | wanted to specify the errore and explain the deliberate 
or the arbitrary qvality of these errors, I would need many pages. But it 

is enough to say this. All I am saying is that the July Movement was a 
national and a pan-Arab movement in its plans and in ite execution. We 
wanted the movement, just as the fighters wanted it, to free Sudan from the 
existing regime and to get it out of [its] pan-Arab slump. However, other 
people wanted other things. 


[Question] Do you believe that the divisions of the political forces are 
playing a role that is not in the interests of the opposition? 


[Answer] The divisions in the opposition are divisions in the leadership; 
they are not popular divisions. Sudanese public opinion and all the people 
of Sudan are in the opposition regardless of their political backgrounds 
and regardless of who claims to be their leaders. Although the divisions 
have had a superficial effect on the opposition and on those who gauge 
divisions by people, those divisions had no deep effect. The same people 
who fought for the July Movement against the regime will fight against it 
with the seme viciousness regardless of the divisions. Those who claim 
leadership or positions that were handed down to them are isolated from the 
people. The fact that they stand with the regime does not give the regime 
strength; it rather weakens them. 


I am saying that this regime is tied to domestic bases of interest and to 
foreign forces. Anyone who believes that we are fighting a regime that is 
purely domestic and Sudanese is making a mistake. If there is any domestic 
or local regime in any cowntry in the world--and I do not believe that such 

a regime existe and especially in Sudan--this regime would be supported and 
shored up by major foreign forces that are dangerous. Consequently, the 
opposition is not fighting the local regime, but rather all those who cooper- 
ate with it abroad and all those who are within reach and nearby to protect 
it. Accordingly, isolating the regime from the people is guaranteed and 
attainable. Overthrowing the regime, however, is another matter that re- 
quires much deliberation, ability, knowledge, patience, self-control and the 
surprise effect. All these are delicate problems that are to be figured out; 
they are known to anyone who keeps up with the various forces and who knows 
the political and the technical actions that would lead to the overthrow of 
regimes. 


[Question] What you are saying implies that the struggle of the opposition 
against the regime is placed in the more general context of the struggle 
around the Camp David treaty. Is this what you mean? 
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|Anewer| Supporting Camp David means supporting major forces that are dan- 
gerous., Thies mere fact leads one to think. How can al-Sadat say of Numayri, 
for example, that he went to the oi] countries to beg for some money’ To 
make the mission of begging easier, he had said that Numayri would not set 
foot in Egypt. Al-Sadat added that the soil of Egypt was pure and honorable. 
This meant that Numayri was not pure or honorable. Al-Sadat said that it will 
be Numayri who will lose by not visiting Egypt and that Egypt would not lose 
anything. Al-Sadat said that Numayri wae free to close his embassy if he 
wished. Never in the past or [more] recently have I heaniany person so 
scorned! I was expecting Numayri to make a virulent response, if not to 
deferd himself, then at least to defend hie official position which repre- 
sents a nation and ite territory. 


But Numayri who is well-known for his emotional outburete, who had said at 
the U.S. embassy incident in Khartoum that he would make the lives of all 
those who had carried out the Black September operation miserable--the same 
Numayri--controlled himself and kept his mouth shut. He had not been known 
before for the ability to exercise such self-control. 


All this indicates that Camp David is a basic barrier which cannot be over- 
looked by those who support it. You are now seeing European at temptse--regard- 
less of what we think of them--and you are hearing what al-Sadat, Carter and 
Begin are saying about them. The more intervention in any matter that per- 
tains to Camp David is absolutely forbidden even if its aim is to improve 

the situation or exert pressure. 


This is an indication that Camp David does not refer to the camp after which 
it is called. It is rather a major strategic camp and military and political 
alliance that surmounts nationalistic and pan-Arab emotions. Everyone in 

that camp fights for himself and for others in it regardless of what he thinks 
of them. All this affirms the fact that Camp David is an alliance, 4 camp 

and a basic barrier. 


[Question] The economic aspect remains. It seems to me that the subject 
of Sudanese debts and the rescheduling of those debts became more prominent 
this year. We no longer hear anything about projects to expand agriculture 
in Sudan so as to turn Sudan into the breadbasket of the Arab world and 
Africa. 


|Anewer|] The fact of the matter is that there is no Sudanese economy now. 
The siate is losing all the economic components, including production. It 

is living on little aid granted by others from the west or from international 
organizations. The cost of this aid is exorbitant, compounded and the inter- 
est that is paid on it is diverse. The consequences of this aid are danger- 
ous. Sudan does not have a foreign balance of payments or a domestic budget. 
inflation in Sudan is the highest in the world, and it has gone beyond being 
calculated. 


The regime is an economic failure. But the mere fact that it is an economic 
failure does not scuttle a regime. We are living in an age when regimes 
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that are economic, popular and political failures survive, Thus, those whe 
oppose any regime have to create various means to overthrow it, Theories 
of government ano indicatore for overthrowing regimes are no longer adequate. 


We have stopped talking about the political and economic situation. Such 
words are no longer confined to political or economic analyets. Any Sudanese 
child now knows thie more than any economic analyst. 


Thies regime is an economic, administrative and political failure. Neverthe- 
lees, it survives ae an antiquated relic. Those who want to overthrow the 
regime heve to rely on the sovement. 


[Question] Ae a party you are allied with the Socialist Arab Ba'th Party. 
What are the bases for thie alliance? 


|Anewer) We are in fact allied with the Socialist Arab Ba'th Party in Sudan. 
Our alliance is based on two principal pointe. 


FPiret, there is the national [point of view): We all oppose the regime, and 
we are in full and fundamental agreement over overthrowing and removing it. 


Second, there is the pan-Arab [point of view): We support the Arab question 
and especially the central question in Palestine on which we have a specific 
position. [We believe) that a Palestinian estate must be established on all 

the territory of Palestine. It guet be a democratic, non-racist and non-re- 
ligious state that would include all those who reside on Palestinian terri- 

tory regardless of their race or their religion. We do not believe in any- 

thing elee. it is also on the pan-Arab point that our alliance is based. 


Thus, although we are not in agreement, we do have similar views on the na- 
tional and the pan-Arab question. Accordingly, our alliance is fundamental, 
radical and central. We believe that this alliance serves the national inter- 
est in Sudan and the pan-Arab interest of the Arab nation. We are working in 
{the context] of national and pan-Arab coordination for the success of the 
sacred goale of the alliance. These are specific national and pan-Arab 
goals. Ccnsequently, we do not heed anything elee that is said about this 
alliance, but we do believe that it is necessary so we can achieve our na- 
tional and par-Arab goals. These goals are obvious and evident; there is no 
ambiguity or mystery to them. As long as we are in agreement, the alliance 
will be a fundamenta! and a central alliance so it can achieve its required 


goals. 


[Cweetion) The plea for democracy is now at the forefront of Arab questions. 
What is your position vis-a-vis this question? 


|Anwer|] (With passion) This is a matter of positive faith, and it is a 
central goal. We have been fighting the regime for democracy; our basic 
disagreement with che regime is over democracy. We believe in giving all 
the democratic freedoms to all citizens: the freedom of religion, the free- 
dom to publish and to assemble and other freedoms as well. Wot only do we 
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believe in this in Sudan, but aleo outeide Sudan and in the world. We are 
calling for the establishment of democratic freedome for all the Arabs, al) 
the people of Africa and for all people. We believe in the Arab and the 
Afriean citizen who is fortified with all the democratic freedoms, who is 
immune to oppression and tyranny and who enjoys his humanity. We believe 
that democratic freedoms conetitute the cornerstone of our national battle 
and our pane-Arab battle. This ie what will make victory within our reach in 
both battles. We support any regime that guarantees these freedoms. 


[Question] We asked al-Sharif al-Hindi about Amnesty Sudan whose formation 
had been announced recently. 


|Anewer) Amnesty Sudan is a Sudanese organizaton whose basic objective is to 
grant public political ard trade-union freedoms and establish solidarity with 
political prisoners in Sudan and with the trade union movement in Sudan. The 
organization was formed to serve these noble goals. It cooperates with all 
liberals in the world. 


This movement wae establihsed by the Democratic Unionist Party and by the 
Ba'th Party. I am the president of this movement, and (my) brother Badr 
al-Din Madathar, member cf the national leadership of the Ba'th Party is 
vice president. [My] brother Shawqi Malasi is secretary, and [my] brother 
Ahmad Zayn al-'Abidin is treasurer. The members of the movement are from 
both parties and there are also some independents and progressive Sudanese 
people whose thoughts are liberal. 


The movement has a main office in London, and it communicates with similar 
organizations throughout the world as well as with leading Arab, African 
and world figures. It also communicates with international and regional or- 
ganizations. It reveals information about Sudanese detainees; it explains 
their situation; and it informs the world press and specialized organiza- 
tions about them. It publishes the names and the social conditions of those 
who are being detained in prisons, and it investigates their health and men- 
tal conditions by [advocating] their release and the release of freedoms. 





[Question] How many political detainees are there in Sudan? 


|Anewer|] it is difficult to know the figure, but prisons in Sudan are full 
of thousands of detainees. Such prisons represent a new tradition in Sudan 
because Sudanese society is a closely knit society and it does not accept 
prison as an institution. Prisons were not common. 


However, precautionary detention has been proclaimed for the first time; it 
has been legalized and has become an institution in itself. The military 
regime itself (‘Abbud's regime) had been -atisfied with the Emergency Law 
and it had not arrested more than 100 or 150 persons. During per. 

democracy Article 127 A stipulated a 6-months' penalty. However, pecpie 
were calling for its repeal. But now precautionary detention has been intro- 
duced. 
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Even the Sudanese courte have not stayed the same, They have declined, 
deteriorated and become part of the regime. This too is a new phenomenon, 


Al-Sharif aleHindi coneluded the interview with an appeal to the people of 
Sudan. His appeal focused specifically on the opposition's posture on two 
current questions: Rumore about conciliation and the subject of political 
assassinations. 


All that I am saying is that the Sudanese opposition is holding out and is 
standing firm in ite position and in ite theories. It does not at all ac- 
cept halfway solutions. All the rumors [that are being circulated) about 
negotiations or conciliation [attempts] are not true and have no basis, at 
least on our part. 


All that | am saying to the masses of the Sudanese people is that they are 
to arm themselves with the courage, patience, vigilance and steadfastness 
for which they have been known. They are to make efforts to disclose all 
the Fascist methods of the regime and to accomplish all the functions of 
revolutionary agitation. They are to rest assured that all the nationalist 
and pan-Arab forces are working boldly, tirelessly and continuously to free 
Sudan from the present regime. This is a basic and an inevitable result 
for which the opposition will not accept any alternative. 


We are confident that no matter how many leaders fall and are trampled under- 
foot by the regime which is throwing itself in the arms of colonialism, im- 
perialism and subordination, the masses of our people will reject their 
treason; they are branding their conduct as treason and they are condemning 
it. People are also striving to remove this regime once and for all. They 
will inevitably reach their goals whether this takes a long time or a short 
time. The struggle of nations is not to be measured in hours, days, months 
or even in years. It is a constant, daily continuing and victorious 
struggle. 





We are now hearing that the regime is accusing the opposition of assassina- 
tion attempts and is using this as an excuse for making arbitrary and broad 
arrests of members of the opposition. 


The regime knows that individual or group assassination is a method that is 
totally objectionable to the opposition. It is outside the practices under- 
taken by the opposition to overthrow the regime. Let the regime know that 
we reject and condemn the method of assassination and that we do not under- 
take it or think of it, but not becau e we are fearful or weak. There are 
other methods that are available and obvious for overthrowing the regime. 
Political assassination is not one of them by any means. 


We believe that the regime is making these claims to justify the assassina- 
tions it undertakes. We sense the actions that are being taken around us and 
around our colleagues by elements of the regime. All that we are saying 

is that if anyone is engeging in assassinations, it is the regime and not us. 


140 








Our opposition to this regime is being carried out through legitimate means 
and in broad daylight, and we will overthrow this regime with these means 
before the eyes and ears of the whole world. 


We are warning the regime--as we keep tabs on all the suspect activities of 
ite agents, on the daily follow-up activities it is carrying out, on its 
cooperation with suspect agencies that are known for their crimes and [their 
associations] with hired killers--we are telling the regime that if it under- 
takes any such action such as that which it intends to carry out, it will 

pay a high price. If the regime does not release all political prisoners 

and if it does not cease all its Fascist practices with them, its demise 

will be speeded up, and it will come to an unfortunate end. 
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SYRIA 


REGIME REGAINS INITIATIVE, MOVES TO IMPROVE ITS POSITLON 
Paris AL=NAHAR AL=-'ARABI WA AL=DUWALI in Arabic 22 Jun 80 p 22 


[Article by Wadi' al-Hilu: "Syria Must Cut Its Losses to Face the Future; 
Damascus Seeks to Put Own House and Surroundings in Order, While It Prepares 
for a Hot Summer") 


[Text] The death of Captain Ibrahim al-Yusuf, the man accused of arranging 
the Aleppo Artillery School massacre, at the hands of Syrian security forces, 
emphasizes once more that the initiative taken by the Syrian authorities 

to move from a defensive to an offensive strategy is still under way. 
According to Damascus rumors, the beginning of the attack strategy dates 
back to the decision to surround and comb Aleppo and Hamah, after a number 
of persons wanted by Syrian justice had congregated in these two towns. 

The first stage of the plan of attack ended with the arrest of a large 
number of these persons and the return of the two towns to normalcy within 
a week of their encirclement, Hamah responded quickly. Those calling for 
a strike ended their strike and expressed support for the authorities, 
after being visited by an official delegation which investigated public 
demands. A number of natives of Hamah in the Syrian government took part 
in the visiting official delegation, including the deputy prime minister, 
Brig Gen Walid Hamdun, 


In Aleppo, the encirclement and search operation for wanted persons, led 

to the death of a number of them and the arrest of others by the security 
forces. This resulted in a breakdown and paralysis of the movement led 

by enemies of the current regime, after a number of their leaders and those 
directly responsible for bombings and assassinations in the past months 
were killed, 





The Opposition Meets 


The reality now, after the death of one of the symbols of assassination, is 
that no one in the Syrian capital believes that this series of events will 
end once and for all. However, there is both official and public conviction 
that what happened by way of opposition movements in the first months of 
this year will not be repeated in the near future, particularly as the 
initiative is today in the hands of the authorities and the powers opposing 
the regime have failed to topple it. 
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Sources in Damascus say that a meeting of the opposition took place in a 
Western European capital during which recent events were discussed, Those 

at the meeting reached several conclusions, The most notable of these are 
that present circumstances are not favorable to continue their activity, and 
that it would be best for them to concentrate now on “proving their existence, 
rather than on trying to score in the contest for power, 


Some say that a dispute arose among those at the meeting, and that the group 
led by 'Isam al-'Attar expressed its displeasure with the attempt of dissi- 
dent Syrian communists to lead the movement in Aleppo. 


Two Official Moves 


In addition to the factor of [disagreement within] the opposition, the 
Syrian authorities have brought two new factors to bear on the situation, 


First, the authorities moved to reexamine administrative personnel in 
Syrian districts and towns generally. 


Second, warnings were given to certain neighboring countries where Moslem 
Brotherhood groups are being trained and provided with money and weapons. 
These warnings are to the effect that such training camps would be raided 
if the countries concerned do not close them, 


Another matter worth mentioning is the attempt of the Syrian authorities 

to create a stable basis for Syrian-Palestinian relations, and the taking 
of a number of steps in Lebanon to stop the Lebanese hemorrhage. These 
steps are based on the assumption that Syrian-Palestinian relations and 

the Lebanese crisis may provide an opening for a change in the situation, 
The results are positive on both fronts. On the one hand, Damascus now 
appears as Palestinian as it is Syrian, since the Palestine Liberation 
movement has made Damascus a center for its meetings and for issuing state- 
ments relating to its activities in the occupied territories (Beirut had 
previously held this position for a long time). On the other hand, the 
moss growing on the Beirut-Damascus road is gone, following energetic 
efforts by the Syrian authorities to contain the consequences of any 
disturbances in Lebanon and to begin clearing up all vestiges of the Syrian- 
Phalange dispute. These two factors were highly conducive to creating a 
proper climate for inter-Lebanese reconciliation efforts and to helping 

the legitimate Lebanese regime to assert and spread its authority. What 

is important, in the opinion of some officials in Damascus, is to help 

heal the Lebanese wounds, an indispensable step to shut off winds of 
conspiracy blowing into Syria at a time when the Syrian capital needs all 
its strength to make up for lost Arab solidarity with it. 


While Damascus is helping the legitimate Lebanese regime to put its house 
in order and to ward off anticifated continuation of attempts to disrupt 
the country, it appears that the Syrian authorities have gone a long way 
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toward organizing their own affairs, This will make new hostile movements 
extremely difficult, if not impossible. Battening windows and doors 

and plugging holes in the walls is the first prerequisite to protect against 
the stormy winds now blowing in the skies of the Middle East, The future, 
as one Syrian official put it, does not look promising. Therefore, Syria 
must cut its losses and face it, particularly as solving difficult problems, 
if indeed there is any solution for them, cannot be put off for tomorrow. 
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SYRLA 


IMPLICATIONS OF STALLED AUTONOMY TALKS ANALYZED 
Paris AL=NAHAR AL='ARABI WA AL-DUWALI in Arabic 8 Jun 80 p 8 


[Article by Wadi' al-Hilu: "Syria Anticipates More Tension Internally and 
on Borders; Suspension of Autonomy Talks Is a Theatrical Which Calls for 
Such Escalation, Damascas Says") 


{Text} There will by no backing away [by Egypt] from the basic agreements 
[reached at Camp David], But, at the same time, there will be no progress. 
Everything is unchanged, according to a responsible Damascus source, because 
it is not expected that Sadat will pull himself out of his venture, and 
because “what is going on between Egypt and Israel is no more than a badly 
produced play." Does this mean that all parties have reached an impasse? 


It is evident in Damascus that Syria has decided to build up its national 
self-defense, but remains willing to accept help from "any Arab nation 
aware of the pan-Arab mission undertaken by Syria." Does this mean that 
the eastern front is actually limited to the Syrian-Israeli front? 


In reality, it appears that Syrian strategic calculations are based on that 
consideration, that is, they are based on a calculation of what Syria would 
have and what Israel would have in any possible confrontation between the 
two. Arab support may or may not come; it is obvious in Damascus that it is 
not guaranteed, The view adopted in the past and reiterated by more than 
one responsible person, including Syrian president Hafiz al-Assad, defines 
the task of the Syrian leadership at the current stage as achieving a 
strategic balance between Syria and Israel. This does not mean that a 
confrontation is inevitable in the near future, although it remains likely. 
According to a reliable Syrian source, the reason for this is that Menachem 
Begin's government may resort to a st: °° *gainsct Syrian military forces, 
in order to weaken the Arabs who opp » David and the Egyptian-Israeli 
peace. The Syrian attitude toward th. ec: tvling" of Palestinian self-rule 
negotiations may be summarized as follows. 


1, The tripartite Camp David meetings between the United States, Israel, 
and Egypt, and the resulting agreements, failed to find an acceptable frame- 
work for a comprehensive and just solution to the Middle East crisis. The 
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Damascus source says that United States' insistence on the Camp David 
formula has closed the road to a comprehensive peace, 


2. What has taken place between Egypt and Israel is no more than a separate 
agreement to Israel's benefit which guarantees Israel's strategic needs, 


3. The Camp David agreements and peace normalizing Egyptian-Israeli relations 
have in fact resulted in an aggressive military alliance directed against 

the Arabs, and against African and world liberation movements, The Syrian 
source says that the Egyptian president announced at the beginning his 
willingness to undertake a role in Africa and to give the United States 
military bases to confront the Iranian revolution and fight Soviet influence 
in the area, 


4, What has been called Palestinian self-rule was originally Begin's 
project. A parallel Egyptian plan meeting Begin's on all basic points 

and differing only in means of implementation has been set forth. Because 
of this, the Syrian source considers the stalling of the Egyptian-Israeli 
talks to be one of appearance and not substance, 


5. The theatrical drama going on between Egypt and Israel is an exact 
repeat of a Sadat senario beginning with the first Sinai agreement. The 
evidence, according to the source, is that the Egyptian president announced 
toward the end of August 1974 that he would not sign the Sinai agreements, 
but he signed them two or three days later. 


6. Because of this, the source adds, Syria attaches no importance to the 
negotiations taking place between Israel and Egypt and feels that it will 
be impossible for the negotiations to reach any result, 


It is evident from all this that Syrian strategic calculations are not tied 
to the suspension or continuation of Israeli-Egyptian negotiations. There 

calculations are independent of what goes on sometimes in Israel and some- 

times in Egypt. Nothing new can be expected on the Egyptian-Israeli front, 
since Israel has achieved what it wants from peace with Egypt. 


What then do the Syrian authorities expect from the current situation in 
the Middle East? 


The reliable Syrian source says that he expects the Israeli-Egyptian 
negotiations over self-determination for the Palestinians to be suspended 
while the Democratic party nominates Jimmy Carter for the presidency. After 
the nomination, the American president will personally announce a return 

to negotiations for self-rule in order to bolster his bid for another term 
in the White House. Still, a comprehensive solution is blocked by Camp 
David. Thus, nothing new is expected on this front. 


While the movement for a comprehensive Middle Eastern settlement is at a 
dead end because of the Camp David agreements, this does not mean, in the 
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opinion of Syfian authorities, that the Camp David parties will stop 
pressuring Sytia and other Arab countries to join the separate Egyptian- 
leraeli peace, in the opinion of the Sytian authorities the opposite will 
happen, and they expect increased pressure which thie time may take different 
forme, The stirring up of internal violence [in Syria) is expected, 
aithough the authorities have managed to contain it for the moment, leraeli 
escalation in southern Lebanon aleo may be extended to the Lebanese interior 
in an attempt to pull the Syrian army into a trap that lerael has carefully 
prepared, ‘Syrian authorities eay that Syria will not be taken by surprise, 
Ac the same time, Syria will not give up ite commitment to peace, Syria's 
position remains stable and unchanged, 


The question that an observer brings back from Damascus is this: Does 
suspension of the Ieraeli-figyptian negotiations mean an escalation of 
tension in the countries of the eastern front? 


it is obvious from the commente of the Syrian authorities that they expect 
some escalation internally as well as in the confrontation with lerael, 
All this is part of 4 campaign to force the Arabs to join the Egyptian- 
israeli peace, 
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RESOLUTLONS, DOCUMENTS OF SYRLAN COMMUNIST MEETING PUBLISHED 
Beirut AL-HURRIYAN in Arabic 9 Jun 80 p 37 


/article: “The Fifth Conference of the Syrian Communist Party”/ 


/Text/ The fifth conference of the Syrian Communist Party was held in 
Damascus in the period 29-31 May 1980. Attending the conference were 177 
representatives with actual votes and 21 delegates and observers represent - 
ing various party organizations inside and outside the country. Chairing 
the conference actions wae Comrade Khalid Bakdash, secretary general of the 
Central Committee, along with «a chairmanship bureau elected unanimously by 
the conference. 


The conference discussed and carried out ite agenda, which it approved un- 
animousiy. This was: 


1. The Central Committee report. 
2. Analyees of the party progra. 
}. The draft of the sew bylaws. 


4. The election of the leadership bodies--the Central Committee and the 
Oversight Committee. 


The conference heard the Central Committee report Comrade Khalid Bakdash 
presented. Thies dealt with the Central Committee's activity in the period 
between the fourth and fifth conferences, in particular the major issues 
related to the events in Lebanon, the situation regarding the American im- 
perialiet policy in the region, the domestic situation, developments in 
the economic and social situation during this period, developments in the 
Arad liberation movement, and some basic aspects of the development of the 
international situation and the situation in the party. 


After the conference had heard the comments the delegations had interpo- 
lated regarding the Central Committee's report and its activities in the 
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Light of the iseves presented for discussion, it adopted the following 
resolution on the first point of the agenda: 


Text of the Conference Resolution on the Central Committee Report 


"The Fifth Conference of the Syrian Communist Party, having heard the 
Central Committee report presented by the secretary general, Comrade Khalid 
Bakdash, and the comrade delegates’ interpolated comments, unanimously de- 
clares ite agreement to this important report, which, in a precise scien- 
tific objective manner, analyzes the political, social and economic condi- 
tions in Syria, the horizons of their development, and conditions in the 
area, and underlines the elements of power available to our people and to 
Ll the Arab national Liberation movements in the struggle against Camp 
David, other American imperialist Zionist schemes, and the ruses and plote 
of domestic and foreign reaction. 


"The conference considers that this report will play a great role in con- 
solidating the cooperation of the national and progressive forces in Syria, 
in mobilizing the masses of the people about the national and international 
policy of the party in the struggle to protect and implant national inde- 
pendence, in strengthening Syria's perseverance, and in deepening the bonds 
of friendship and cooperation with the Soviet Union, for the sake of the 
interests of the workers and peasants and other toiling masses and advance- 
ment along the road to social progress. 





"The conference resolves to authorize this report as a working program and 
requests all party organizations to study it, publish it and make it a 
basis for ite subsequent activity. 


"/Signed/ The Fifth Conference of the Syrian Communist Party.” 
Other Conference Resolutions 


The conference then discussed the Central Committee report on the analyses 
which were recommended for insertion in the party program presented by 
Comrade Yusuf Faysal. These analyses were discussed on a broad scale in 
the delegates’ meetings which began in the early part of May, and the con- 
ference approved these analyses unanimously. 


The conference subsequently discussed the Central Committee report on the 
draft bylews which Comrade [brahim Bakri presented and approved it, and 
also approved the new bylaws unanimously. 


During the discussion, the conference Listened to interpolations by mem- 
bers of the Political Bureau who discussed economic, agricultural, intel- 
lectual, and trade union issues and matters concerning the party's activ- 
ity in the national progressive front and the activity of its ministers 
and deputies. 
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The number of interpolations which were presented to the conference ex- 
ceeded 50. 


The fifth conference of the new Central Committee was elected by secret 
vote. The Central Committee met directly and re-elected Comrade Khalid 
Bakdash its secretary general and Comrade Yusuf Faysal assistant secretary 
general. 


The conference also listened to the report of che Oversight Committee and 
elected the new Oversight Committee, also by secret vote. 


Greetings to the Conference 


The conference received 69 greetings from communist and labor parties. At 
their forefront were greetings from the Central Committee of the Communist 
Party in the Soviet Union and greetings from parties of the socialist bloc 
and a large number of communist and labor parties in Arab countries, Burope, 
North America, Asia, Africa and Latin America, from national progressive 
front parties in Syria (foremost among them greetings from the regional 
command of the Arab Socialist Ba'th Party, various detachments of the 
Palestinian resistance, a number of detachments in the Arab liberation 
movement, the Kurdistan National Federation in Iraq and a number of Kurdish 
democratic parties in Syria and Turkey), from the magazine QUESTIONS OF 
PEACE AND SOCIALISM and the Palestine-Soviet Friendship Association, and 
greeting from a number of writers, literary personages and artiste in 
Syria. 





The conference listened with extreme interest to all these greetings, which 
proclaimed solidarity with the Syrian Communist Party and the Syrian people 
in the struggle against Camp David and against the plots of domestic reac- 
tion and the crimes of the gang of murderers, greeted the role of Syria 
and its perseverant stand, and described conditions in their countries and 
movements. 


The conference agreed to some organizational resolutions which the previ- 
ous Central Committee had adopted. 


At the end of its activities, the conference resolved to send greetings 
to the Communist Party in the Soviet Union and greetings to the Palestine 
Liberation Organization and the struggle of the Palestinian masses in the 
bank and the strip. It adopted resolutions of solidarity with the Afghan 
revolution, with the Iranian revolution and with the Cuban revolution. It 
sent greetings to the fraternal Iraqi Communist Party and the Egyptian 
National Movement. 


The conference sent a warm fraternal letter of solidarity to the families 
of the party martyrs who fell before the bullets of the gang of /Moslen/ 
Brothers in Aleppo. 
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The conference sent greetings to Comrade Khalid Bakdash on the occasion 
of the 50th anniversary of hie membership in the Syrian Communiet Party. 


The Fifth Conference of the Syrian Communist Party opened with a minute 
of silence to commemorate the martyrs of the party, the world commnist 
movement and the Arab national movement, to the strains of the Syrian 
national anthem and the Internationale. 


Comrade Khalid Bakdash, secretary general of the party, concluded the acts 
of the conference with a statement expressing confidence that the party 
would proceed with united ranks and utmost determination to implement this 
conference's resolutions, recommendations and directives. 


11887 
C80: 4802 


151 

















DOMESTIC COMMUNIST PARTY HOLDS CONFERENCE 
Beirut AL-SAFIR in Arabic 24 May 80 p 10 


/Article by Paysal Hawrani: “Fifth Syrien et Party Conference: 
Definition of Program and Reelection of Bakdash" 


/Text/ The Syrian Communist Party is holding ite fifth conference today 
(Saturday). Although the conference is secret, discussion about it is 
taking place on the tongues of everyone in political circles concerned, 
commnist and non-commnist. This is because the circumstances t 

which Syria is passing and the role the party is playing in the intellec 
tual, political and economic, as well as security, confrontations going on 
in Syria, have made the convening of the Communist Party conference an 
event worthy of attention. In addition to this, there are the purely party 
circumstances which led to the postponement of the holding of the confer. 
ence for about a year and «a half. 


Great attention to the conference manifested iceelf with the arrival of 

70 letters hailing it; thie was an increase of 30 letters over those which 
ite predecessor in 1974 received. These 70 letters were sent by the 
parties of the Syrian National Progressive Front, the detachments of the 
Palestinian resistance movement except for the Arab Liberation Front, and 
Arab communist parties, except for the Lebanese Communist Party, whose 
greetings have not yet arrived, as well as the ruling parties in the soci- 
alist countries and « large number of other Communist parties, including 
the Italian and French ones. 


An observer in Damascus can clearly note how the party, with all ite ele- 
mente, has for weeks been engaged in completing the preparations necessary 
for holding the conference in order to make it « success and endow it with 
the importance ite leaders are hoping for so that its success may be « 
practical expression of the fact that the party has transcended the crisis 
it passed through, which ended with the termination of Murad Yusuf as — 
ber of the Political Bureau, and the party's action and role may be re- 
flected in the iife of the country, the palpable horizons of ite develop- 
ment and the expansion of ite role in the future. 
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The leeue of Murad Yusuf 


As regards the first point, it appeare that the beene of Murad Yusuf still 
is @ concern which preoceupies the party leadership, although the party's 
other milieus, possessing diverse motives, are trying to keep thie lesue 
under bright lights. 


Murad Yueuf's departure from the Political Bureau, and that of two of his 
partisans from the Central Committee, and their expulsion from the party, 
ae far as the Commniete were concerned, ended 2 years of triale which pre 
occupied Syrian communist circles and their friends and adversaries, al- 
though Murad Yusuf, after hie removal, chose to continue the bloc activity 
which he eterted when he was in the center of command. His weight as «4 
commnist declined after the party secretary general, Khalid Bakdash, re 
futed hie statements that he was working on the party's behalf to prevent 
it from developing a further bloc. It declined further when « resolution 
was issued by the Central Committee, sealed by Bakdash's signature, con- 
demming him. One can state that his weight lessened after hie totel ex- 
pulsion from the party, although some hundreds of his partisans among the 
Communists stayed with him till che end. 


It is important to review other details concerning thie issue, because 
among his current supporters there are two intellectuals with relation- 
ships to the media, above and beyond his partisans’ popularity in petty 
bourgeois circles (rural basically), and because among those who support 
him and are not communists are large numbers of people who are generally 
anxious to applaud all disputes in the Communist Party and side with those 
who stand against the party's authorized policy--this position being a 
blatant or roundabout way of expressing their enmity toward communism. 


Therefore, it provoked no amazement on the Syrian political scene when 
meetings started between Murad Yusuf and others who had previously given 
allegiance to Riyad al-Turk, leader of the bloc which split off from the 
party before the Fourth Conference, to whom Murad Yusuf was opposed. It 
provoked no amazement, either, when responsible non-Communist bodies which 
are not generally described as leftist embraced Murad Yusuf, and even 
acted as intermediaries with the Communist Party command in order to get 
hi@ back in the Political Bureau. 


It appears that the Murad Yusuf group, having found no reputable Communist 
party to support ic, realizes the difficulty of its position, while the 
weight of the party remained as it was, following the expulsion of this 
group, and improved, after ite role in the inflamed internal struggles 
which the country is facing increased. 


Whatever the case may be, the Murad Yusuf iseve still is one of the preoc- 
cupations of the Communist Party. It appears that it will only preoccupy 

















the Fifth Conference to the degree to which it pauses before it and draws 
lessons from it as it reviews the life of the party in the past 6 years. 


The conference's major concern will center on a review and discussion of 
general conditions locally, in the Arab context, and internationally. At 
the head of the agenda lies discussion of the Central Committee report, 
which wae ratified a few days ago. Khalid Bakdash will present thie re- 
port to the conference; it is comprehensive, and one can consider it one 
of the most important documents dealing with thought and practice in party 
experience. The practical significance of the report, apart from ite 
theoretical significance, is that it contains the party's evaluation of 
the sociel and political situation in Syria from all angles. 


Adherence to the Internationalist Position 


The report draws « picture of the international situation, underlining ite 
main characteristics as the Syrian communists view them. It stresses what 
has become one of their most important traditions, which ie their party's 
adherence to the prominent internationalist aspect of their policy. It is 
well known that in this ephere the Syrian Communiet Party takes a firm 
position, which is that it considers that the essence of the international - 
ist position is “to rally truthfully and determinedly around the vanguard 
of the world communist movement, the Soviet Communist Party." 


In ite evaluation, the report underlines the negative and positive aspects 
of the Arab situation. In thie ephere the Palestine cause enjoys increas- 
ing interest, as do the causes of the Arab national liberation sovement 
and the need to consolidate cooperation among ite parties to confront the 
reactionary~-imperialist-lereeli alliance, most particularly, and foremost, 
the Camp David alliances, the normalization of relations between Egypt and 
lereael, and the activities of Arab reaction. The report displays total 
solidarity with the Iraqi Communist Party and condemms the policy of the 
ruling party in Iraq. 


Greatest Attention to the Domestic Situation 


The domestic situation in Syria will be the object of the greatest atten 
tion on the part of the conference. The report speaks lucidly. It dis- 
plays ite positive features, as represented by Syria's perseverance against 
the Israeli aggression and the Camp David policy, ite relations with the 
socialist countries, the intensified forming of clase lines in the country, 
and reaction's failure to impart « factional cast to the struggles which 
are raging wichin ic. It aleo dieplaye the negative features of the situ- 
ation in Syria, moet particularly and most intensely dangerous the overall 
development coward parasitic capitaliem and the extension of ite role and 
effects. The report does various things to define the taske of the party 
and its conception of other political forces’ activity to confront nega- 
tive aspects and deepen and develop positive ones. 
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Relinquishmenc of Capitalist Development 


The important new thing in these analyses te Chat an expression on capital- 
iat development will be absent from the program; thie ie a significant new 
point, eince the absence of an expression such as this means, among other 
things, the loss of hope which had been circulating previously among broad 
Communist circles that it was possible for a number of countries in the 
third world to attain socialiem through the activities of petty bourgeois 
regimes. In spite of that, the program was not unmindful of the orienta- 
tion toward socialism in general and, in one of ite important proposed an- 
nexes, it stipulates the need to struggle for the application and the deep- 
ening of progressive economic and social transformations and achievements 
in order to push Syria coward “an orientation toward socialiem--meaning 
that it hase not yet entered thie stage. 


The annex imposes conditions for the triumph of this orientation, inc lud- 
ing some which do not concern Syria alone but also apply to all countries. 
Here, the party considers that the triumph of this tendency will require a 
reliance on cooperation with the socialist system, a determined struggle 
against imperialiem, and the fact that the country's command should be in 
the hands of the party or a revolutionary alliance guided by scientific 
socialism. It aleo considers that thie in turn will require guarantees of 
economic freedom, the deepening of social development, the liquidation of 
backwardness, the solution of the agricultural problem, and reconciliation 
of the interests of economic development and the interests of the popular 
masses. While we observe that some of these conditions do not exist in 
the current circumstances of Syria, the elimination of talk about non- 
capicalist development becomes an expression of the party's desire not to 
propagete illusions as long as development in Syria is choosing growth un- 
der capitaliem, specifically parasitical capitaliem, which has led to an 
actual rise in the levels of capital investment rather than ite restriction 
or reduction. 


A Palestinian State instead of Entity 


Alongside these analyses, which are connected to an analysis of the nature 
of the stage in Syria, there will be a development the program's stipula- 
tions with respect to the demand for a Palestinian entity. The demand has 
become one tor an independent Palestinian state instead of an entity and is 
thus coordinaced with the developments which have recently arisen on the 
Palestinian stage, since the demand for an independent state has lain at 
the heart of the Palestine Liberation Organizati.s. program since 1976, 

that ic, 2 years after the convening of the fourth conference of the party. 


Broader Party Powers 


Besides the report and the analyses of the program, the conference will 
discuss a new draft of the bylaws, containing the modifications which the 
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party leadership considered it appropriate to introduce into previous by- 
laws. These are modifications which the leadership circles describe as 


ones they have embraced, since they are aimed at clarifying relationships 
within it. 


They are also, which ie more important, aimed at expanding the powers and 
areas of interest of the party organizations at various levels. 


No Change at the Summit 


Regarding elections for leaders at che party summit, which constitute the 
last point in the con erence's agenda, it is not expected that any signif- 
icant change will ts ~» lace in the structure of the current leadership. 

It ia certein that « «cge number of current Central Committee and Politic- 
al Bureau members will stay in their positions. It is aleo certain that 
Khalid Bakdash will be re-elected secretary general; a few weeks ago, he 
celebrated the 50th anniversary of his membership in the party. 


Thue it is not only Bakdash's leadership of the party, which is assured, 
but also the intellectual and political platform he represents. This is 
especially true, in the Syrian context, of the continued policy of alliance 
with the Ba'th Party; locally, in support for the demand for an independ- 
ent Palestinian state and confrontation of the Camp David policy, in the 
Arab context; and internationally in the struggle to intensify the con- 
fronteation with American imperialiem and expand relations with the Soviet 
Union and the other countries of the socialist bloc. It is considered 
that that is all a sound basis for joint action with progressive national 
forces inside and outside Syria, while preserving the method of criticien 


of negative phenomena, though not to the point which would lead to a rift 
in the alliance. 

















MINI © .S DISCUSS ATTEMPTS TO CONSOLIDATE NASIRITE FORCES 
Kuwait AL-WATAN in Arabic 3 Jun 80 p 13 


/Article by mice al-Nimri: "Damascus Letter: Attempts To Unite Nasirite 
Forces in Syria" 

/Text/ AL-WATAN has learned from informed sovrces in the Syrian capital 
that che national progressive front composed of the ruling Ba'th Party 

and a group of Marxist and Nasirite parties and forces are trying to unify 
the Arab Socialist Union, which recently entered into a unification process 
that resulted in ite renewed rift. Other similar efforts are also being 
made to unite all Nasirite forces in Syria. 





Two Currents--And a Rift! 


The Socialist Union, which was formed in Syria in 1962, was exposed to the 
firet rift in its ranks in 1973, ae a result of a dispute over continuing 
activity within the national front. While Dr Jamal al-Atasi formed a cur- 
rent which led the process of departing from the front and moving over to 
the opposition, working in its own name, Fawzi al-Kayyali led a second cur- 
rent, considering that it was necessary to stay in the front. This latter 
current preserved its membership in the front and also continued to act in 
its own name. 


However, the federation contributing to the front in turn faced a new rift, 
which led to the formation of two organizations working under the same name 
and participating together in the front. At that time the current sinist- 
er of state for council of minister affairs, Anwar Hammadah, was elected 
secretary general of the latter current, while Fawzi Kayyali retained his 
position as secretary general of the former one. 


Recently agreement was reached between al-Kayyali and Hammadah on the re- 
unification of the party. However, one movement among those which had 
worked with al-Kayyali protested against this step and continued to work 
under the same name. 
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A Meeting and Resolutions 


In a special statement to AL-WATAN, Hammadah said that the unified central 
committee of the Socialist Union, composed of a group of members from the 
two central committees before the unification, held a closed meeting in 
the city of Aleppo last 30 April. Attending the meeting were 37 out of a 
total of 44 members of the two committees, who adopted the following 
resolutions: 


In the organizational sphere, considering this committee to be a single 
central committee representing the unity of the party in base and leader- 
ship form together. 


Accepting the resignation of the secretary general Fawzi al-Kayyali. 
Electing Anwar Hammadeah secretary general of the party. 
Electing Iema'il al-Qaedi assistant secretary general of the party. 


Electing a political bureau composed of ‘Abd-al-Sattar ‘Uthman, from Hamah; 
Sulayman Haju, from al-Hasakah; ‘Isem Kayyali, from Aleppo; Faruq Saflu, 
Idlib; Hadi Iqbiq, Damascus; Ramadan Hadleh, Aleppo; Ahmad Hawi, Aleppo; 
‘Uthman Diri, Aleppo; and Makram Jandali, Humes. 


Assigning the Political Bureau to perform a quick tour of the provinces of 
the country, to form united branch leaders within 1 month and conduct elec- 
tions within 1 year. 


Condemnation of the Technique of Assassination 


In the political sphere, the Central Committee adopted the following reso- 
lutions: 


Emphasizing the national progressive front format in Syria as the sole 
framework for national unity including the alliance of forces of the work- 
ing people, striving within the front to develop ite tasks, and raising 
the level of its performance through the tentative platform and bylaws. 


Assigning the secretary general and the Political Bureau, in cooperation 
with other parties in the front, to carry out its resolutions of September 
1979. 


Condemning the technique of political assassination and physical liquida- 
tion altogether, on grounds that that is in radical opposition to the 
teachings of divine religions and the values of our people and nation and 
that this technique hez been condemned historically and culturally. 
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The Camp David Pact 


Absolutely confirming the Syrian Arab Republic's position regarding the 
Zionist-imperialiest-al-Sadatist alliance represented by the Camp David 
Pact, considering this to be high treason against the Arab nation, and con- 
demning those who support this pact in word or deed. 


The choice between Syria's position and this pact is the choice between 
high treason, and honor and nationalism in ite true sense. Therefore it 
has been necessary to mobilize all domestic and Arab forces to crush this 
pact. 





No voice may be raised above the voice of the struggle: this slogan will 
last as long as the enemy remains on occupied Arab territory, and all 
voices, disputes and ratiocinations must dissolve in the face of the voice 
of the battle, which calls for the mobilization of all resources behind 
the Perseverance and Steadfastness Front in order to smash this pact and 
its proponents forever. 


Stressing the unity of Arab ranks in service of the unity of goals, lLiber- 
ations, the right of self-determination, the return of the Palestinian 
brothers to their homeland, and the construction of their state. The unity 
of ranks cannot be a substitute for the unity of goals. 


Another Current's Conference 


In another area, the Syrian minister of labor, Yusuf Ju'aydani, told AL- 
WATAN that the resolution which former secretary general Fawzi al-Kayyali 
adopted to dissolve the party and join the other party headed by Hammadh 
is illegitimate and is not based on the legitimate elected institutions of 
the federation. He said that the federation had held an exceptional con- 
ference last 1 May attended by representatives of all branches of the fed- 
eration in Syria and that the conference condemned al-Kayyali's previous 
practices. 


Ju'aydani went on to say "The conference reviewed the political conditions 
which Syria and the area are passing through and determined its opinion on 
that. It considered that what was going on was a plot aimed at subjecting 
and smashing its national, patriotic and liberationist policy, and it con- 
demned the acts of violence and terror which reaction is carrying out, 
which are aimed at fragmenting national unity and preparing to subject 
Syria to the American-Zionist policy which al-Sadat represents." 


The conference, through a discussion of the domestic situation, stressed 
active participation in the national progressive front and development of 
this participation in a manner which will lead to further coherence of the 
domestic front and consolidation of national unity in confronting the plots 
being hatched against this country. Ju'aydani said, "The conference 
adopted the following resolutions: 
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"1. To approve the principle of unifying the federation and acting to 
unite all Nasirite detachments, and to delegate the Political Bureau to 
do this. 


"2. To withdraw confidence from Secretary General Fawzi al-Kayyali. 

"3. To choose Yusuf Ju'aydani as secretary general of the party. 

"4. To choose a central committee of 25 members." 

r.- saydani also announced that the central committee had chosen Safwan 
al- tudei assistant secretary general of the party, and Najm-al-Din Salih, 


« cafe Sha'ban, Muhammad ‘Uqab, Mustafa ‘Abd-al-Rahman and Farah al- 
an members of the Political Bureau. 
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WESTERN SAHARA 


BRIEFS 


POLLSARLO PREES MAURITANIAN PRISONERS--Nouakchott, 1 Sep (AFP)--The 
Mauritanian Press Agency announced on Monday that the Polise: © Front has 
freee 125 Mauritanian civilian and military prisoners who are now on 
Mauritanian territory. This new wave of liberations is the third since 
the Algiers Accords signed between Mauritania and the Polisario Front on 

5 Auguet 1979 and according to the terms of which Mauritania withdrew from 
the Saharan war, To commemorate this agreement, on 12 August 1979, the 
Polisario Front freed the Mauritanian prisoners who were captured during 
the Tichla raid on 12 July 1979, On 5 August 1960, to mark the anniversary 
of the Algiere Accords, 45 Mauritanian civilians and military personne! 
were freed, Fifteen days earlier Mauritania freed 4 similar number of 
Polisario prisoners. These liberations were prepared by two Polisario 
delegations who went to Nouakchott in March and June. The number of 
Mauritanian prisoners etill under Polisario detention is unknown as their 
number has never been officially announced. According to some observers 
in Nouakchott there are only 4 few Mauritanian prisoners left in the hands 
of the Polisario., Mauritania for her part is reported to detain only a 
few Polisario prisoners, if any. [Text] [ABO21513 Paris AFP in French 
1641 GMT 1 Sep 80) 
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